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PREFACE. 


-♦-♦-^ 


n  the  yeai 
ulttire. 


PON  my  rt'turn  to  Toronto  lust  Ajtril,  ni'tw  an 
absence  of  a  year  sj)ent  in  knock in<;'  al>out 
tlie  North-West  in  ratliei*  an  unusual  style,  I  set  niy- 
selt'  the  task  of  U'ritin;;-  out  a  hrief  sktjtch  of  my 
experience  while  away,  Jis  a  matter  of  personal  record. 
Since  that  time  I  have  luul  occasion  to  show  this 
sketcli  of  my  somewhat  uni([ue  e.Kperience  to  a  num- 
ber of  friends,  with  the  result  that  it  now  takes  its 
present  shape.  If  it  attbrds  a  few  hours  of  interest- 
ing reading,  and  throws  any  light  upon  life  in  the 
North-West  Mounted  Police  and  elsewliere  to  tliose 
in  whose  hands  it  may  fall,  I  shall  be  well  satisfied. 
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LIFK    IN    THE 


Jj^orfeh-Wesl;  pReunted  f  ©lice 


ANI> 


OT  H  P:  H    S  K  ETC  H  KS. 


-♦-•-•- 


[ 


LKFT  Toronto  one  raw,  cliccrloHs  ni<^^ht  in  the  latter 
part  ot*  the  month  of  March,  !.S91,  with  no  more 
definite  object  in  view  than  to  .satisl'y  a  desire,  born  of 
inherent  restlessness  and  curiosity,  to  cut  loose  from 
my  then  present  surroundin<^s  and  accjuaintances,  and 
to  sally  forth  for  a  space  amidst  stran^ei*s  and  influ- 
ences new.  My  circumstances  at  tlie  time  were  all 
that  any  youn<^  man  could  liave  reasonably  desired, 
and  althou<(h  I  would  fain  liave  been  classed  at  this 
p«'riod  amongst  those  whose  wisdom  in  matters  world- 
ly was  sufficient  to  teach  them  to  know  when  they 
were  well  of!',  yet  I  fear  the  fact  of  having  taken  a 
step  which  lacked  so  little  real  purpose,  and  wlierein 
my  prospects  and  plans  were  of  so  vague  a  descrip- 
tion, rather  counted  me  out,  in  this  particular,  at  all 
events.  It  was  my  first  flight  into  the  surrounding 
world  undei-  such  circumstances,  and  the  experience 


l/lfi    hi   /III    \ii/  l/i  -  W'rsf    Mnnnlnl  j^tl'nf. 
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vvliicli  nuturally  IuIImwdI  my  ilijmrtinr  undrr  tlnsf 
(••niditiniis,  was.  to  a  yoiiu*^  man  nl"  my  s(»mi'\\  liat  coii- 
vciitional  tvpf,  of  so  varic*!  and  iiitncstiii;''  a  iiat.ur<', 
that  r  have  concludrd  to  liasr  a  luirl'  sketch  of  the 
|H'i'ind  |»asst'd  tlirou^^h,  ujkhi  tlic  cNciits,  as  I  now  it- 
call  tlirm,  which  lud'cll  mr  <imiiio-  my  ramlth's  aiti'oad. 

Whih'  no  very  dclinitr  ohjrct  im)>tll«'d  my  d<'])ai'- 
tuiT,  my  uoma<lic  instincts  were  of  a  siitlicimMy  tam»' 
nature,  as  were  also  my  means  at  the  time,  t(»  jnnhiliit 
m\'  wandeiino-  an\'  consideralde  distance  IVoni  tlu' 
mole  heaten  j)atlis.  altliou^di  tins,  of  c(iui'se,  del  lacted 
none  from  the  novelty  ol'  the  ex|»ejience  throu;^li 
which  J  jiassed  durin;^-  my  twelve  me-nths"  ahsence. 

I»einn"  ol"  a  soniewhat  ])ractical  tuiii  ol'  nnnd  at 
times,  it  was  with  coniplete  monchalance  that  I  thus 
cut  loose  I'rom  home  and  IViends,  and  launched  mysell' 
on  the  suhtle  waves  ol'  I'oi-tune  in  this  mannei*,  noi-  can 
J  now  recall  one  (aninous  I'oreh  xlin^'  on  my  jtai't  as  to 
ultimat(^  j'esults.  indeed,  my  feelings  weic  lathei- 
hojjcl'ul  than  otherwise,  and  1  was  not  inconsideivdfly 
Ituoyeil  u|)  with  the  tliou^ht  that  fortune  l»ad  on  sim- 
ilar occasions,  in  he)' own  peculiar  fashion,  smiled  upon 
less  lil<el\'  indi\iduals  than  myself,  althoui>h  1  was 
not  unconscious  at  the  same  time  that  ill  luck — if  I 
may  use  the  term  -  had  heretofore  playetl  rathei"  an 
important  j»ai"t  than  otherwise  in  many  of  my  comini^s 
and  o-oin^s. 

In  an  aniazinirly  short  time  aftei*  decidiu*,^  upon  ^\\\ 
•  leparture,  my  [)i'e])arations  wei'e  complete,  and  soon 
aftei-  biddini;'  incx  adieiw  I  found   myself  comfortahly 
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installtd  altoai'"!  tin-  (  aiiailian  I'acilic  csin'css  m  nniff, 
if  not  <rn-('ctl\'  to.  jit  least  in  tlir  <lir«'ction  indicjitcd  1»\- 
Aiiit-rica  s  ;^"i"<'Mt  pimptor.  llor;ic«'  (Ifffly  in  lii^  wrll- 
knnwn  advi*'!'  lo  \onn'''  mm,  nain<'l\'.  tin*  l.-iinl  ol'  (lie 
lai-  W't'st.  Tliis  sonicwliat  Inililinitc  trrni  un<l  mlitrtlly 
nosMcsscs  a   pfcnliar   fascination,  liotli    I'or  tin-  nniniti- 


at 


(••I    MS   \V( 


lias   lor  tliosc   who   lia\t'   ti'avcrscil  to  anv 


«'\t<'nt  those  Itroad  i^'^ions  ol'  America  now  inniiortal- 
i/i'tl  in  their  ancient  state  of  I'oinantic  IVeedtHn  l»y  in- 
numer;il»le  talesol"  thrilliii^a'U  entiire.  l)<»th  w  holesoine 
and  otherwise,  wliich  surronnd  the  nol»|e  red  man  ol' 
the  past  and  his  once  happy  Imntiiie- er,,,,,,,!^ ;  .-.nd  lor 
this  i-eason  my  somewhat  \ae-u«'  destiiintion  was  (|nite 
ao'reeahlv  in  acc(>rd  with  jn\'  own  itecnliar  IVame  ol' 
nniid  at  this  perio<l. 

( )n  arrival  at  Xoi'th  Hay  the  TollowiMi^  moiMiIne- 
alter  leavine-  Toronto,  I  I'ound  mysell'  ohiie'ed  to  I'e- 
main  otl' I'or  several  hours  to  await  the  ai'risal  ol'  the 
throuo;h  express  from  Monti'eal,  e??  rotiff  to  the  I'acifie 
Coast,  and  occupied  myself  ni  the  interim  with  saun- 
teri».^  ahout  this  oi-ow'in<;-  tuu\  lively  little  town,  to 
whieh  this  was  my  lirst  visit,  and  w  Inch  fi-om  all  I 
could  eather  seemed  destined  to  l>ecome  a  place  of 
some  inn()rtance  at  no  very  distant  date.  On  arrival 
of  the  Pacific  express  I  was  .soon  under  way  a^ain,  and 
doomed  to  two  more  days  and  nio-hts  of  unhi'oken  con- 
linement  in  the  cars  throuo-h  a  country  }K)ss(>ssino-  few' 
outward  attractions  to  relieve  the  tediousness  of  the 
lon^  journey,  and  with  few  incidents  by  the  way  to 
disturb  the  serene    tupidity  of  the  trip. 


S  !/ifr  hi  thr  iXorth-WpHf  Moihiilcd  Police. 

Oil  ncjifiii;;;  \ViiiMi|»c;^,  tin*  piairir  coiuitry.  <»!'  wliicli 
tliis  wjis  my  tirst  view,  ^r.uli Lilly  as.srrt^'tj  itscil'  ovrr 
tlir  inonotoiiy  <»r  rocks  mikI  liaiirmu'ss,  \\  liicli  s«>  ]n*e- 
(loiniii.ih's  .•ilniiM-  tliis  loutr,  jiinl  it  riM|uin't|  snmc  IVw 
iii«)iii('ii(s  of  rai'iK'st  i-(lli'ctinti  oil  my  part  to  icali/f 
till!  Tact  tliat  I  was  now  ainnoacliiii;^;  that  "  houtnllfss 
\Vrst  '  wliciciii  tin*  erst  \N  liilr  |or»llv  Imsou  wa-;  wont  to 


I'oam  and  wallow  at   will,    l»iit   wli 


<»S('     J 


:ior\',  alas  I   luis 


now  \;'.iiislH'(|,  till  !iaiii>lit  remains  l»iit  smi-ldt'aclH'd 
lioncs  as  t<'slimon\'  ol'  tlir  wli«)lt'sal«'  slaiii^liUT  which 
cxtcrminatiMl  this  «)1k*<'  nohir  animal. 

When  within  a  few  miles  ol"  \Vinni|)«'^^,  wliuri'  I  had 
after  some  ddiheration,  rcsoKrd  to  rmiain,  for  a  time, 
at  all  cvt'iits,  [  felt  i)r('tt\'  well  satislit-d  at  the  distance 
which  I  had  so  far  succccmI.-  I  In   ijlaciiiii-  hetweeii   m\'- 


•li 


sell    Mild  III} 


'1 


oi'on 


to   I 


I  )me 


Tl 


le  Journey,  as  I  have 


said,  was  louuf  and   t«'dious,   lioweNcr,   and   only  made 


th 


ifortahh 


dati( 


til 


tolerahle  by  tlie  comlortahle  accommodation  with 
which  the  C^'inadiaii  I'acitic  Railway  Va).  has  ho  care- 
fully provided  its  patrons  over  this  Meak  and  uninter- 
esting route. 

On  arrival  in  Winnipeg- 1  found  myself  in  possession 
cf  no  very  deiinite  i)laii  of  action  for  the  future,  and 
1113'  means,  whicl»  I  have  before  mentioned  as  liaviiio- 
been  s'jinewliat  limited  at  tlie  outstart^,  I  di.scovere<l  at 
this  ju!ictui'i'  to  be  painfull}' retUiced,  my  lon^  journey 
on  tlie  cars,  with  its  incidental  expenses,  liaving  efiect- 
result  to  rather  an 


ci 


1  th 


'iiiiiig 


hope  to  have  suflicieiit,  at  lejist,  to  have  enabled  me  to 
remain  and   look   about   Winnipeg  for  a  time  at  my 
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IcisnjT,  Idit  tin  fold   I'Mct.  ll<»t^vitllst.•mdiM<^  somi 


facrd 


iiir  ill  all  tlic  stiTiiiH'Ms  sucli  lacts  aiT  cjipal •!<•  ( il"  assum 


iii;^^  at  tinu'S,  and   krcii 


'ly 


I  rt'LMrttcd  it  I  rmiiid  im- 


iiH'diatf  action  my  <»iily  recinir.sc  to  inert  tiir  diMiculty 

and  "  keep  alloat."      Xecdlrss   to  say,  sncli    a    state  «)!' 

aflaiiH  HO  soon  alter  my  de)»arture   was  not  alt(i;4etliei' 

comrnrtin<'',  altlnai!"!!  I  allowed  it  todistuil*  my  iieace 


of  mind  Imt  littl« 


It 


renuir  « 


1  Imt 


a  sliort  lime,  liovv- 


cver.  In  I'eali/e  the  I'act  that  this  peculiarly  interest int( 
state  ol*  personal  tinance  lu'ooks  no  «lelay  il'  it  is  t'>  l»e 
h<»nestly  overconw,   so   I   accoivlinolv  set   niy^elj*    tin- 


task 


and  an   inteivstin<f  one  ii  was     ol'   look  inn-  for 


employment  in  a  stran;^e  town. 

It  is  an  exce])tional  jilace  in<lee<l,  where  one  ])laced 
in  this  somewhat  awkward  predicament,  cannot  lind 
in  the  columns  ol'  the  daily  jiapei's  the  most  attractive 
announcements  in  the  shaj)e  of  golden  (edc^^ed)  oilers 
exactly  calculated   to  meet  the   exie-ency    ol'  his  own 


that    al't 


aitei-  scainnn;^ 


tl 


le    moi'nine; 


peculiar  case,  so  uu 
papei's  I  i'elt  at  times  (|uite  overwludmed  hy  the  seduc- 
tive inducements  to  l'orev«'i'  shun  the  sphere  of  idh;- 
ness,  and  enter  the  ai'ena  ol'  a  I'ew  and  select  spirits 
whose  I'oi'tunes  were  undouhte<llv  assui'ed  tlie  mo- 
ment  they  decide*]  to  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands,  [t  iV(|uired  hut  a  N'eiy  short  time,  howeviT, 
to  etfectually  dissipate  this  illusion,  and  di.scover  that 
the  most  attractive  of  these.  Tor  the  unsus))ectin^- 
a})plicant,  au<i-ured  in  reality  nothing-  more  or  less 
than  a  cheaj)  advei'tisement  Tor  those  who  took  this 
means  ol*  makino-   known  s(jme  aristocratic   and   im- 
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}i;^injiry  want  to  a  (lisiiitcrcstcfl  piil»lic  :  "  W.wi  i:i)  — 
at  once — A  youn<r  man  of  (^ood  a<]<li-;'ss,  to  iiiaiia<4(3 
ofHec  <liii-in<j^  agent's  altsriiCM',  IJIu'ral  salar}',  an«l 
sliaiT  ill  lnisiiH'Ss  to  the  ri^^lit  l)arty.     Apjily  at  \o.  24 

Street    l)etw(.'eii    tlie   hours  ol'    10  and   I  i  a.m." 

This,  or  words  to  ♦^hat  ellect.  had  Tor  some  davs  stared 
me  ill  th(!  t'aceeacli  time  I  looked  thiou^h  the  "  Wniit  ' 
columns  of  tlie  morniiin'  ])ji])ers.  Jt  seemed  to  me 
sonu'wliat  too  ll.ii^rant,  ho\ve\er,  on  its  face— -too 
mneli  ot*  a  rnxxl  thinii'  in  tact,  to  call  for  anv  serious 
notice,  hut  after  unsuccessfulK'  olteriiii''  m\-  ser\ices  in 
every  otiier  likely  case,  1  tin;d!y  resoKed  to  call  at  tlie 
^ivcn  address,  and  so  satisfy  myself*  heyond  all  doul)t 
respectin*;  tlie  matter.  ...  It  was  a  wet  morn- 
iim'  wiien  I  started  oil*  and  on  reachiiiii-  the  door  of 
the  ofHce,  I  carefully  laid  my  drenche(l  umhrella 
aside,  in  deference  to  a  natural  <lesire  1  accordrd  the 
occujtants  on  such  a  day  to  kee])  their  floors  dry,  and 
entered.  I  found  myself  in  a  hare-look iii<;'  room, 
with  oiil\'  a  tahle  in  the  centre  1)\'  wa\"  of  furniture, 
on  which  was  litt(>i-e(l  a  oi-cat  ])rol*usioii  of  im[)ortant- 
lookinii'  documents  and  ]»a]M'i's.  and  at  which  sat  a. 
o-.iudilv  dressed  \-oun<''  man,  siuokiiii''  a  \ileci<>'ar,  and 
listlessly  scanning'  the  columns  of  a  nuanini;'  |ia])er.  1 
hriellv  explained  the  ohiect  i>\  \\\\  call,  and  was  olTered 
a  seat.  Aftei"  a  few  moments  |nrliminary  cons'ersa- 
tion,  in  which  the  x'ouni''  man  cauti(aisl\'  endea\'ore<| 
to  .sound  me  in  a  iiciieral  sort  <»f  waw  and  at  the  same 
time  impress  me  with  his  own  stu))endous  imjxn't- 
ance  in  the  world  of  linance     thuuiih  in  w  hat  directi(jn 
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nei-  amoiiLTst  tlie  farmers  and  otiieis  throuirliout  tlio 
country.  I  cannot  now  recall  the  exact  natui'»'  of  tlio 
hond,  hut  I  remeiiihei-  tliat  his  pi-o])osition  was  so 
stranovly   re])Uoiiant   and    pei'fectly   ti'ans|»arent  as  a 


Pi 


cce  of  sliallow  fi-aud,that  I  couM  with   ditlieultv  re- 


frain from  advisin<r  the  Nouni''  man  to  ahandon  his 
])!'oject  with  all  haste,  hie  him  to  a  wood  yaivl,  and 
the're  h'arn  the  luxur\'  of  e;nnin<''  an  Jionest  livinj'". 
At  about  tliis  iunctui'e  another  vounj*'  man  entered 
the  office,  airily  pulling-  at  a  ci^^aiette,  and  o-j-acefully 
swino-inf!-  ;iii  unduclla.  He  was  intrcxhiced  to  me  witli 
all  due  dio-nity,  as  a  pailner  in  the  "  Ao-ciicy,"'  and  on 
hastily  scaunin;j;  him  ovei-  my  eye  rest«'<l  instinctively 
foi"  a  moment  upon  the  umhrella  he  held  s(^  li<;-htly  in 
his  hand.  A  second  <;ianc(^  was  sutKcient  to  convince 
nie  tliat  the  Company  into  which  I  liad  tlius  fallen 
althou<(h  refined  ])e]-haps  as  to  taste  in  certain  direc- 
tions, was  certainly  not  ovei*  scru]»ulous  in  indulf^ing 
their  fancy,  for  tlu;  und)rella  which  the  ycaing  man 
held  in  his  hand  was  none  othei'  than  mv  own  !  I  mjt 
u[)  veiy  ((uietly,  without  sayino-  ^  word,  opened  the 
door,  and  looke(l  for  my  und)i'ella,  in  the  ho])e  that  my 
horrihie  suspicion  mieht  [)rove  unfounded.  I>ut  no ! 
all  doul)t  was  at  once  dispelled,  foi'  where  I  had 
plac(!d  ni}'  umhrella  on  enterino"  there  now  remained 
nauo'ht  hut  a  few  <li'ops  of  watei*  to  mai"k  the  spot 
frfUM  which  it  had  so  mysteriously  \anished.      lleturn- 
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in^  U)  tlic  olHce,  I  slint  the  door  nhvr  mv,  and  ])oliti'ly 
but  very  firmly  (Iciiuiiided  of  tlie  youiif(  nwui  tlwit  lie 
should  lumd  over  my  umbrella  without  uinn^cessary  loss 
of  time,  or  suffer  the  consecjuences  of  my  most  righteous 
wrath.  He  lii^^gled  somewhat,  however,  and  appeared 
loathe  to  part  with  it  (it  was  a  J^5  umbrella),  but  when 
he  saw  my  undisguised  determination  to  ^et  it  at  any 
cost,  and  after  carefully  wei<^diin^  his  chances  of  suc- 
cess in  a  personal  encounter  (he  was  a  ])uny,  under- 
sized individual),  he  reluctantly  handed  it  over,  and 
apologized  for  what  he  terme<l  his  "mistake."  Need- 
less to  say  I  tarried  no  longer  after  finally  securing 
my  umbrella,  and  when  I  left  the  place  it  was  with  a 
feeling  that  I  was  just  a  little  wiser  than  before  I 
had  first  crossed  the  portal  in  quest  of  work. 

I  was  by  no  means  discouraged  by  this  little  inci- 
dent in  my  effort  to  get  work,  and  finally  succeeded 
in  getting  employment  in  the  office  of  a  certain  whole- 
sale provision  merchant  as  a  clerk  in  his  M'^arehouse, 
where  I  remained  for  a  space  of  three  weeks,  perform- 
ing such  duties  as  were  assigned  me  in  that  capacity. 
Here  I  learnt  the  difference  between  "long"'  and  "  short " 
bacon,  and  the  current  prices  of  eggs,  butter  and  lard, 
but  I  must  confess  I  was  somewhat  disappointed  at 
being  obliged  to  take  this  step,  for  I  had  vaguely 
hoped  to  find  some  genial  occupation  in  a  sphere  less 
confining,  although  in  just  what  direction  I  could  not 
at  the  time  have  said.  I  was  desirous,  however,  of 
shunning  all  such  sedentary  work  as  far  as  possible, 
and  so  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  somewhat  sickened 
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with  the  bnsin<'ss,  and  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the 
greasy  atmosphere'  of  the  warehouse,  I  resolved  to 
look  elsewhere  for  means  of  subsistence,  and  cast 
about  with  this  end  in  view. 

I'y  this  time  I  had  come  to  realize  in  a  veiy  marked 
degi-ee  th(^  fact  that  a  stranger  in  a  strange  })lace, 
M'ithout  means  of  livelihood,  and  in  search  of  employ- 
n)ent,  is  not  greeted  on  all  sides  with  that  cordial  feeling 
of  friendly  interest  which  might  bee>:peet<'d  to  charac- 
terize the  relations  of  on(i  brother  towards  another. 
The  watchword  under  such  circumstances  I  soon  dis- 
covered to  be  "l.astle,"  and  although  this  was  a  source 
of  but  little  comfort  to  me  in  my  somewhat  awkward 
predicament,  I  endeavored  to  grasp  its  meaning  as  best 
I  could,  and  follow^  the  unwritten  law  prescribed  in 
such  exigencies. 

After  looking  the  ground  over  again  carefully — drift- 
ing alxMit  the  while  in  a  peculiar  kindof  style — I  almost 
unknowingly  found  myself  oneday  nund)ered  amongst 
those  pests  of  domestic  felicity — a  canvassing  fiend,  in 
th<'  shape  of  a  sewing  machine  agent.  With  a  grip  of 
circular  matter,  extolling  the  general  su})eriority  of  my 
machines  over  all  others,  and  with  my  brain  taxed  to 
its  utmost  with  technical  terms  and  infoi'mation  re- 
specting the  same,  which  T  ha<l  at  some  trouble  and 
expense  carefully  imbibed  for  the  occasion,  I  sallied 
forth  one  tine  morniui'-  in  the  direction  of  a  neiifhl)or- 
ing  town  to  conunence  operations  in  this  my  new 
sphere  of  commercial  activity. 

But  in  vain  did  I  harangue  evei-ygood  housewife  with 
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wliom  I  caiiic  ill  coiitfiot.  Tlicv  citlMT  li;i<l  ;i  uuiclniie  or 
<li*l  not  wjint  one,  Miitl  my  ('XjM'riciiet'  as  a,  cnnvasscr  in 
thi.s  (lii'cetioii  was  a  liowliiin-  railur(',aii<l  tlic  coininissioiis 
to  1)0  eariK'tl  on  my  sales  wciv  still  mistily  floating- 
with  tlif  hirtls  tliroii^li  the  hazy  atmosplien'.  My  mode 
oF  opci'ation  in  this  husincss  was  so  simple,  so  straight 
to  the  ])oint,  and  my  o-oods  so  saleahle  withal,  a  sew- 
in<j;'  machine  to  my  mind  at  this  time  heini;'  so  entirely 
a  necessary  conti'ivance  in  evei-v  well-reiiulated  house- 
hold,  that  I  madly  atti'ihuted  my  I'ailure  to  a  most  la- 
mentable state  of  ignorance  amono-  women  in  <4'eneral 
respectino-  theii-  own  re(|uirenients. 

At  (nery  house  whose  appearance  I  took  to  indicate  a 
sutlicient  state  of  material  pros[»erity  to  warrant  my  ap- 
])i*oach,  I  blandly  in({uire(l,  with  an  air  of  scrupulous 
nicety, for  the  "Lady  "of  the  house, laying-  careful  and  re- 
fined (imphasis  upon  the  word  "lady"  wherever  I  detect- 
ed the  slio-htest  susceptibility  to  that  adulation  peculiar 
to  a  certain  class  of  homely  bodies  of  rustic  growth,  or 
whenever  an  unusually  comely  mien  presented  itself  at 
the  «loor.  I  was  oenerally  encountered  by  the  "  lady 
herself,  wdio  would  at  times  listen  with  some  deoree  oi' 
consideration  to  mv  earnest  etlbrts  to  inn >i"ess  ui)on  her 


th 


le  innnediate  importance  of  jmrchasnii;',  on  her  own 
terms,  an  'A  1  oscillating',  1  tack  action,  self-threadino' 
machine,  but  I  would  as  often  l>e  oblioed  to  sutler  tin' 
humiliation  of  ha\  ini;'  the  portal  slannned  violently  in 
my  face  Just  as  I  was  hopeful  of  ha\ini;'  created  a 
most  favorable  impi'ession  u])on  her  ladyshiii.  Inbolli 
cases  my  failure  was  e(|ually  un(|Uestionable,  not  to  say 
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|irritatin<4',  and  murder  itself  wouM  have  heen  deemed 
Itlie  merest  pastime  with  me  aftei'  one  of  these  fi-uitless 
Hfharann'ues. 

I  withstood  tliis  defeat  in  my  new  line  of  action  to 
bile  \rry  limits  of  my  carefidly  assnme(l  miMkness, 
Jilt  tlie  sameness  and  monotony  of  each  days  result, 
'litii  (ii;iiiin<;'  up  the  total  sales  column  in  my  niemo- 
fandiim  h<H)k.  had  the  result  at  last  of  eHectuallv  eti'ac- 
ini"'  ])atience  from  otl'  the  list  of  mv  caidinal  virtues, 
an<l  I  fct'liiiol\-  \owed  that  sewinii-  machines  would 
thereafter  play  no  part  in  any  future  field  of  my  oper- 
|lti<'iis,  as  far  as  I  could  control  the  situation.  I  voted 
file  hnsiness  a  hollow  mockery,  retrace<l  my  steps  to- 
wards \Vinnipe<;',  and  resolves  1  to  push  farther  west  as 
feooii  as  ])ossil»le. 

I  liad  now  heen  in  Winnipeo;  for  aliout  six  weeks, 
and  altliouo-h  1  hail  durini,''  that  time  heen  favored 
"With  little  or  no  success  in  mv  numerous  efl'orts  and 
projects,  yet  1  rather  liked  the  town  than  otherwise. 
Tlie  ]»ush  and  eiierjiy  i'*  the  place,  and  the  air  of  west- 
ern fr<'edom  and  frankness  which  seemed  to  })ermeate 
the  maimers  and  hahits  of  the  people,  was  somewhat 
lioM'l    and   refreshine-  after  the  staid  crispness  which 

Prexails    to    so    lar;^e    an   extent    in    l^astern   Caiuida. 
itnated  as  it  is  at  the  juncture  of  the  two  lari-'est  and 
pno^I    !ia\ie-al»le   ri\crs   in    tlie  (aiiadian    North  West. 

fsiiiroinide<|  oil  all  sides  ly  the  greatest  wh eat-^ro wine' 
,„couiiti\-  ill  tlh'  \\<irl<l,  and  aiiproached    on  all  sides  1)\- 
:f  rail.  I  thoiieht   it  hid    fair  to  hecome   in  time  a   really 
Teat  and  inijtortant  city.      The   growth  is  slow  ly   hut 
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steadily  increasing,  and,  {isidc  from  tlie  iniini^n'ation  of 

the  01<1  Land,  there  is  a  constant  influx  of  ])opuhition 

from  Eastern  Canachi.     Many  of  the  hitter,  however. 

kx)k  liopefnlly  forward  to  tlic;  time  wlien  they  will  have 

accumulated  their  "pile,"  and  thus  armed  return  to  the 

enjoyment  of  their  fii'st  loves,  for  he   it  remend)ered 

that  \Viiniipe<j^  is  1,500  miles  and   more  from  Eastern 

Canada,  and  is  in  so  totally  a  different  country  in  many 

respects  that  it  mioht  l)e  six  thousand  miles  away,  and 

the  difference  would  he  no  moi'e  marked.     And  there 

are,  of  course,  l)esides,  a  <(reat  many  convei'ts  in  this 

respect;  on  whom  fortune  has  snn'led  since  their  advent 

into  the  country,  who  would  live  in  no  other. 

Situated  across  the  river  is  the  town  or  suhurh  of  St. 

Boniface,  the  inhal>itants  of  which  are  for  the  greater 

part  of  French  origin.     Impelled  by  curiosity  an«l  the 

remembrance  of  Whittier's  well-known  "  Bells  of  St. 

Boniface,"  I  sauntered  over  the  bridge,  crossing  the 

Red  River  towards  this  suburb  one  evening,  when  I 

liad  the  pleasure  of  hearing  what  is  claimed  to  be  the 

identical  Bells  of  St.  Boniface  to  which  the  great  poet 

referred,  peal  forth  their  music  from  the  belfry  of  the 

Roman  Catholic  chapel,   sunnnoning   the    faithful  to 

enter : 

"The  bells  of  the  Roman  Mission, 
That  call  from  their  turrets  twain 
To  the  l)oatman  on  the  river, 
To  the  hunter  on  the  plaii  ." 


II. 
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'I'  MOW  being  very  pbiin  to  me  that  tlie  City  ol*  Win 
nipe<(  offered  no  i'ui'ther  inducements  for  my  pre- 
si'iicf,  I  was  intimt  upon  pushing-  farther  west,  and  ac- 
eordino'ly  shaped  my  plans  in  this  direction  as  far  as 
possible.  An  idea  occurred  to  me  at  this  juncture,  to 
which  I  had  heretofore  given  some  thought,  but  with 
no  very  serious  intention  of  carrying  it  out.  I  was  ac- 
(|iiaint('d  with  a  number  of  young  fellows  in  Toronto 
and  elsewhere,  who  had  come  up  into  the  ccnintry,  and 
aftei-  remaining  awhile  had  enlisted  in  the  North- West 
Mounted  Police,  and  while  I  had  little  or  no  informa- 
tion respecting  this  corps,  and  tho  individual  life  led  in 
the  ranks,  my  curiosity  was  sufficiently  aroused  to 
culminate  in  a  determination  on  my  part  to  empiire 
into  the  business  with  a  view  of  "  taking  on."  Having 
decided  upon  this  course,  I  lost  no  time  in  setting  to 
work,  and  making  all  possiljle  encjuiries  respecting 
terms  of  enlistment,  etc.,  which  information  I  easily 
obtained,  and  which  had  the  effect  of  still  further 
strengthening  my  inclination  in  this  direction.  The 
prime  (pialification,  I  was  infoi'med,  was  physical  fit- 
ness for  the  service,  and  before  being  furnished  with 
transportation  to  Regina — the  headijuartors  of  the 
force — it  was  necessary  to  undergo  a  thorough  examina- 
tion at  the  hands  of  the  authorized  surgeon  in  Winni- 
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])('^,  jiIkI  lie  ])i'nii()Uncr<|  l»y  liiiii  souii'l.  Alter  wrigli- 
iiiii'  iiiJittrrs  cMi'cruIlN'  in  thr  I>;iI,iii(M',  I  Hiiullv  <l»'('i<kMl 
totakc  the  stc])  tortliwitli.uiul  with  soiiicwlijit  iiiinolLMl 
rci'liiil'S  sfnii'lit  out  tlic  siirm'oji's  otlicr,  wIutc  oh  ar- 
rival  I  r<ni!i(i  tliat  iirntlriiiriu  in  the  act  nl'  cxaiiiiiiiiii'" 
two  rcei'uits  for  the  same  sorviec,  wliicli,  of  (mhu'sc, 
rciidcrrd  tlic  ojxratioii  soincwliat  rasiii'  so  l.n'  as  I 
was  coiici'i'iicil. 

A  lew  iiioinciits  suiHcH'd  for  iiiv  rxaininatioii  IVoiii 
licatl  to  loot,  and  al'tci"  IteingproiioiiiiciMl  sound  and  tit. 
I  wont  with  my  inodicul  papers  to  thr*  reciiitino'  otlicei'^ 
wlicj't;  I  was  rnrnisht'd  with  transjioi'tation  to  Rci^ina 
in  due  Form  as  a  sn])ject  in  the  SL-rvice  of  lier  M(jst 
(Jracioiis  Majesty  the  Queen.  Tliis  <lone,  nothini^  re- 
mained for  me  now  hut  to  await  the  departui-e  ol'  tlie 
train  westward  Ixnind. 

I  ;4ot  tofj^etlier  what  lew  traps!  possessed  in  conven- 
ient and  compact  sliape,and  turnec]  up  at  the  appointed 
liour,  wlien  I  t'oun<l  my  two  friends,  whom  I  had  met 
un<lert^()ino-  their  medical  examination  in  the  morning, 
also  on  lian<l  and  ready  to  leave.  One  was  a  great, 
tall  fellow,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  but  a  few 
months  since  completed  his  term  of  service  in  the 
English  Life  Ciuards :  had  come  over  to  Canada  in 
quest  of  some  relatives  wdiom  he  had  been  unsuccess- 
ful in  finding,  and,  like  a  fish  out  of  water,  concluded 
to  re-enlist  in  the  Canadian  service.  He  seemed 
highlj^  elated  over  tlie  prospect  o^  again  donning  a  red 
coat,  and  getting  back  to  some  extent  on  the  old  lines. 
The  otiier  recruit  was  a  stylishl}'  dresse<l  young  Eng- 
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•»'  on  ar- 


lisliiiiaii,  who  Ii.kI  "  hi'vw  out  "  Just  a,  yr;ir,  very  iliort, 
stout  and  jovial,  lie  lia<l  fouic  u|)  I'roni  Hamilton, 
( )iit..  w  iit'it'  lu'  liad  liciird  oi'  tlic  ))oli(*i',  an<l  wlicrr  a 
life  of  cliaotif  usricssnrss  lia<l  lr<l  to  a  sUjL;<;'«'stion  on 
the  ]»;irt  of  liis  IVicmls  tliat  lir  sliould  dt'cidc  U|)on 
•  ciilistino-  ■'  without  muv  unucccssaiy  <lolay.  He 
st<ni('(l  tliorouo-lily  at*i|uaint('<l  with  the  whoh:  l»usi- 
iirss,  and  was  o-n^atly  (dated  at  the  ])rospect  Ixd'oiH? 
Iiim.  which  seemed  the  /enitli  oi*  liis  ambition,  as  em- 
hiHKint'  i\  lil'e  ol'  freedom  and  endless  a<lventure  on 
tlic  open  ])iairies  entiridy  to  his  taste,  He  was  very 
full  of  it, an<l  eouhl  with  diflieidty  repress  his  pleasure 
at  so  soon  ai'i'ivini:'  at  lleo-iiui,  lie  had  an  extensive 
amount  of  I u«;i(ao-e,  several  ^uns.  and  a  fox  terrier,  and 
this,  taken  with  his  ap})earance  and  conversation,  led 
nil'  to  thiidv  for  a  time  that  I  was  umnistakably  on 
the  ri<;ht  track  in  followin*^  tlie  footsteps  of  such  an 
individual,  and  ott'erinir  myself  for  this  service. 

At  the  scheduled  hour  the  train  pulled  slowly  out, 
and  it  was  with  a  feelino'  of  no  ^reat  regi'et  that  I  bid 
adieu  to  the  scene  of  my  brief  and  bootless  etfbrts  of  the 
past  few  weeks  in  Winnipeg.  The  ex-Life  Guardsman 
was  not  longin  exhibitino-  his  (pialities  as  an  old  soldier, 
and  his  elation  soon  assumed  anotlier  form  before  wo 
had  ti-a\elled  a  nrcat  distance.  It  appeared  he  had 
sixt'ial  copious  ilasks  of  bad  whiskey  secreted  about 
his  person  and  in  his  valis",  the  result  of  which  soon 
became  painfully  perceptible,  tirst  in  a  o^radually  in- 
creasing- How  of  innocent  hilarity,  followed  by  a  state 
<jf  maudlin  inanity,  and  tinally  utter  unconsciousness. 
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Wlien  lie  Iwid  fsuc'ccrdcd  in  rcaeliiiijjf  this  intrrcstiiif^ 
stsitt!  ol*  altjcet  hrlplrssiicss  we  c'art'riilly  strctehcil  liis 
weary  t'onii  on  a  vacant  scat  in  tl»c  rear  of  the  smok- 
ing car,  an<],  as  a  warrior,  allowed  him  to  enjoy  his 
well-earned  repose,  while  the  youn<;"  Kn^-lishmau  and 
myseir  whih'd  away  the  time  as  we  howled  across  tlie 
prairies,  with  cards  and  conversation.  1  le  vvas  a  jovial 
little  i'ellow,  and  seemed  surprised  at  what  he  <leemed 
my  ij^noranco  in  lvn()win<4"  so  little  altout  the  ])()lice  and 
the  life  in  store  lor  us.  lie  informed  me  with  an  air 
ot*  contidenci^  that  lie  had  his  progrann^ie  all  carel'iilly 
mapped  out,  and  that  he  was  to  be  transferred  to  Banff 
in  a  very  short  time  after  arriving  at  llegina,  having 
already,  as  he  informed  me,  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
foot  di'ill,  and  heing  an  experienced  horseman.  1  in- 
wardly felt  that  he  was  somewhat  astray  in  his  calcu- 
lations on  Ibearing  him  talk  in  this  strain,  but  said 
nothing  which  might  upset  his  sanguine  expectations. 

In  travelling  west  froin  Winnipeg  along  the  line  of 
the  C.  P.  Ry.,  I  commenced  to  realize  to  some  extent 
tlie  scope  ami  magnitude  of  the  prairies,  which  are 
seen  on  all  sides  stretching  away  to  the  distant  hori- 
zon in  a  manner  which  tends  to  make  all  objects  on 
their  surface,  including  the  train  itself  as  it  glides 
along,  of  the  utmost  insigniticance.  The  country  as 
far  west  as  Brandon  is  particularly  fertile,  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  soil  in  wheat  and  other  cereals  be- 
ing almost  phenominal. 

I  soon  inferred  that  my  newly  found  accjuaintance 
was   a  young  man    of   some    little    means,    although 
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li.irJIy  sutUc'iciit  t«)  appease  tlir  patrician  tji.st«'s  an<l 
iiicliiiMtioiis  wliifh  he  seeiiieil  t<>  ])()ssess  in  so  marked 
,1  (JcM^i'cr.  He  was  tlM>r<tu<;lily  sociahle  in  his  way, and 
Ills  ifcncral  iii.ikr-up  and  little  pdt  hclly  wcr*-  ])t'('uliar- 
\\  l']iii;lisli.  We  tiiially  tui-iird  in  I'or  the  ni^dit  at 
iilioiit  iO.liO,  lea\  in;^^  our  IViciid  tlu'  Kx-Lil'c  ( Juai'ds- 
iiiaii  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  somewhat  troubled 
shuiihei*  in  the  i'cmi"  of  the  sm<>l\iii«''  car. 

l''(»r  the  lirst  time  since  my  dejiaiture  I'rom  Toronto 
1  now  e.\))eiienced  some  little  Jiiixietv  as  tn  wliat  the 
iimnow  mi^ht  ha\'e  in  store  for  me.  As  for  ]>oor 
Dashwood — such  l)ein<;- the  name  I  will  call  the  litth^ 
j'lnnlishman  -  he  little  dreamt  ol*  disappointment  in 
the  roseate  picture  he  had  made  I'oi-  himsell*  as  a  mem- 
her  ol"  the  North-West  Mounted  Police,  hut  fate,  alas! 
had  decreed  it  (otherwise,  as  will   he  shown  hereafter. 


^ 


ntance 
:hougli 


M 


I   I 


I  ij 


III. 


ol'  tlu'  police,  wlu'iv  lu'  told  us  wo  held  iK-tter  rcj  ort 
ouiselvcs  as  newly  arrived  ivcniits.  This  we  did,  wlieii 
oui'  ai'ri\al  was  telephoned  to  tlie  hai'i'acks,  and  a 
police  team  .sent  down  to  convey  us  out.     This  turned 
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up  in  ,1  ('(Uirsr  ol*  a  I'rw  nnunfiits.  ulini  nur  liinn'a;;;*'  — 
|iriiii'i|»ally  Dasliwnotl's — was  tlir«)Wii  |k'II  nirll  into  tin- 
liacU  <>r  tlic  wa;;';4nii.  ami  We  startrd  nil' at  a  iirisU  tint 
tnwai'tjs  tln'  harracks.  Our  driNcr,  a  )»nlicriuaii.  was 
nt"  a  iuni«»s»'  tfniiMMauH'nt,  so  that  \\v  wcit  uiiaMr  tn 
.•atluT  niufli  inrni'iiiatinn  IVnui  him  as  to  thiM<:s  in 
Mineral,  lie  had  r\  idently  •h'ixcn  I'l'cruits  uinl<r  simi- 
lar circunistanccs  lu'Torc,  an«l  ha<i  a|i)»ar('nt ly  cnnic  to 
tilt'  ('(»iielnsion  that  a  vain  ctlort  to  explain  things  wr 
were  not  capahh'  ol"  ]tro|trily  umli'istandiiii;'  was  sim- 
ply 


a.  \x  r«s 


t«'  ol'  \alualtlt'  tlua 


Alter  ti'avi'llin^' al)out  a  mile,  what  stcmc"!  a  niinia- 
luiT  ;'ity  plantnl  on  thr  o[)rn  pi-airics  canir  into  \  irw, 
ami  o<|(|  horsfUM'n  hcrr  and  tlu'ir  imlicat*-"!  niii-  near 
approach  to  thi'  polin*  harracks.  The  sun  was  wtll 
Up,  and  on  our  entrance  into  the  harracU  cnclosur*'  a 
husy  and  cxhilaratin;;'  seine  was  jtresented  to  oin- 
eyes.  Sipiads  ol*  men,  hoth  mounted  and  on  loot,  wcie 
hein;^'  sharply  ))ut  thi"oii<;h  tla-ii-  drill  and  sarious 
mano'uvrcs, — smartly  attired  ordei'lies  were  huir\inj»' 
to  and  I'ro — a  lone  sentr\'  was  dnin:''  his  heat  outside 
the  iiuarddiousc, — otlicei'S    were    liei-e   and    there  to  he 
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seen  ami  heard  ;^i\  in«jj  orders,  in   lan^ua^'e  sometmu's 
moi'e    I'orcihle    than    oi'thodox- ami    the    wliol 


e    scent- 


was  one  calculatetl   to   impi'ess  upon  me  wvy  sti'on^ly 
the  I'act  that   I    was    indee<l   a    recruit   in    tliis  line  nj" 


l)usniess. 


We  were  <lri\en  over  to  the   harracks  ]>ropei',  w  hert 
>ur  hm-o-jio'e  was  thrown  out  of  the  waoa'^ii  with  littK 


•^^i-.'-i-< 
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I    wdiere     we    ourselves    aliiihted.        N 


(.J 


2i         Lif<'  >i>  fhi'  Xiu-fh-  West  Mi>unf('<l  PolU- 


stxiiici'  \\;\'\  N\i'  Iniiclicd  tilt'  o|-()ini(l  tliaii  ;i  t.-ill,  ])()W('r- 
rii!Iy-lt(iill  Iii<li\  i<lual,  mnjcstically  saiintcrtMl  ii]»  and 
(•ii<|iiiiT<l  dl'  us  in  a  most  ])atr(>iii/iii^"  inaimt'i'  as  to 
wlictlici*  wc  were  rccriiits.  I  took  upon  ni\scir  tlic 
i-«'s|)oiisil'iIity  of  inronniuL;' liiin  tliatsucli  was  the  ease, 
wllcll  lie  i-IMltilN'  ordered  lis  to  •''et  oUr  stull'  out  of  th(! 
ay  and  await  liis  ]-etuni.   alter  wliicli  lie  iiiarclied  oil" 

hliKjui ry   of  a  juissini;-  ))()lic(;- 


w 


ill  a  most  stat<'l\'  st\'le 

mail    elicited    tlie    fact   tliat   lie    was    the    l\ee-imeiital 


Sere'eaii 
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ijor 


and    one    wlio     caj'riec 


a    woi 


1<1    ol* 


weiMit  aliout  the  place,  so  wi'  accoi-dinoj v  lim'e'ed  our 
stuti"  into  one  ol"  the  harrack  rooms,  and  in»])atieiitly 
awaited  (he  reliirn  of  this  xcry  imjiortant  die-nitaiy  in 
the  new  life  U|)oii  which  we,  were  soon  to  enter. 

The  men  at  this  time  were  ail  on  duty  ol"  various 
kinds  alii)ut  the  ])lace,  an<l  we  lia<i  an  excellent  o|>j»(»r- 
tunitA'  lor  a  time  of  snr\'eyiii_e'  our  surroundines  at 
leisure,  jteiidine-  the  return  ol"  that  aui;ust  and  already 
rejmenaiit  |)ersona;;"e,  the  llcei men tal-Sei'^cant- Major. 
'I'!ie  rooms  in  the    hari'acks   we   fliscovei'ed  to  he  lari-v 


an* 


an'\' 


;in<l 


m  eacn  one  W( 


i-e  raneiMl  on    all    sides 


small  cots,  aJ>out  three  Teet  hroail  hy  si.\  in  lene-tli,  on 
all  ol"  which  were  Toldetl  Mankets  in  uniform  stvle. 
i\i  the   head   ol'  each   cot   was  a   shell",  on    which   the 


owners   name   and  rank  a])))eared  on  a  small  ])icce   o 


F 


cardhoard,  ami  on  wliicli  his    kit  was  all  carel'ully  laid 
t  in  sxsteiiiatic    folds.      In    the   centre   of  each  room 


ou 
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as  a  hare  looking'  table  on  which  wei'e  two  lam])s, 
and  under  each  tahle  were  two  liu^c  wooden  rec(,'j)taclcs 
clumsily    posing  as   aspirants    for   the    pjoud    title   of 


I/ifc  ill  the  Xorfh    ]Vrsf   M(*nvtril   I'(.lh'f.  2;") 

s])itooiis.  'riir  llooi's  Were,  sci'iipulnusi y  ('l"';iii,  iiii'l  in 
(tiic  cornel'  \V(  IT  r,MHi;fi|  Imlt'  n  <l(>/cn  hnckrts  ol"  water 
l.'llielled  ■■  l^'ife,"       (  'leaiilil 

at  a  inlance. 

Al'tei'  waitini;-  ai'oniKl  I'oi' al><>ut  liall'  an  Imnr,  <lie 
Seru'en.nt-Major  a^aiii  ])Ut  in  liis  a))|)eara,ii('e,an<l  in  llie 
same  ])ati'()nizinij'  style,  wliicli    I    lia<l  Itel'oie  reiiiarke<l 


less  (»n  all  sides  was  a 


1»1 


)a 


rent. 


Ill    his   ninniier,  ()r<lere(|  us  t<>  aeconipany    liiiii 


to     til 


Adjutant's  otlice.       Here  our    |»a|)ers    Wel-e  jjioduced  in 


due  ronii,  caivrulU'  serutini/ed,  and  I'vKmI  a\\a\' 


'V\ 


le 


Adjutant  an  old  Hiitisli  soldier  receiNcd  us  in  a 
wvy  atl'altlc  manner,  l»ut  the  Tormalities  ol"  oreetin<;' 
heino'  soon  set  aside,  he  at  once  hee-an  (|Uestioniiiji;"  lis 
in  the  ])lainest  possihle  terms,  as  to  where  we  had  come 
from,  our  ronnei;  occu])ation.  and  numerous  other  little 
matters  personal  to  ourselves,    wliicl 


I     we  succeec 


le.l 


III 


aiiswerini;' to  his  a])[)ai"eiit  satisl'action.  He  then  led 
ns  asido  and  tracc(l  out  on  a  ma])  for  our  inlormation 
and  enliehtenment  the  lines  ol'  tlie  police  ])atrols  in 
the  Territories,  at  the  same  time  reoaline'  us  in  an  ofl- 
liand  manner,  with  a  little  lecture  on  the  duties  ol' 
]iolie('men  in  ecneral  ;  the  importance  in  particular  ol' 
implicit  ohedieiice  at  all  times,  and  la\-ini>'  careful  em- 
phasis  upon  the  dire  and  certain  conset|Ueiices  result  iiiL;' 
from  any  otlu'rlineol'coiHluct.  When  liidiad  linished  his 
discourse  we  were  handed  oxer  to  the  ten<ler  care  of 
the  Ser<n'aiit-Major  a«^aiii,  who  inl'ormed  us  that  we 
would  next  he    hroim'ht   hel'ore   the    head  sureeoii  that 


il't 


ilternoctn    lor   iiu^ 


lical 


examination,  an 
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liim  would  he  swi»rn  in  nn  the  I'ollowlngday  in  due  I'dini. 
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Mr  tllrll  liijii-clicd  us  <>\ri'  to  Ills  own  (|Uart('rs,  Mini 
j»icsfiit('(|  lis  cicli  witli  (wo  paii'sot' lilankcts,  wlim  lie 
instructed  liis  ordci-ly  to  take  us  over  and  assion  us 
rooms  ill  tlic  barracks.  This  done,  wc  were  diiu'ctcd 
wlici-c  wc  iiii^lit  ])i-oL-ur(3  a  ])aii-  ol*  tiH'stlcs  and  tlircc 
lioards — Mliicli  constitute  tlic  rco-ulation  police  cot — 
and  to  lie  on  liand  sliaj'])ly  at  three  ]).ni.  that  afternoon 
I'oi'  our  liiial  nie(lical  examination  at  tlie  lios])itak 

It  heino'  now  ahout  twelve  o'clock,  the  men  were 
trooi)iim'  into  their  rooms  oti'  dut\',  and  to  sav  that 
they  were  a  loud  and  hilarious  lot  after  their  morn- 
inn's  restiaint  expresses  it  hut  mildly.  Pipes — those 
i^'reat  consolers  in  all  humors  and  at  all  times  of  the 
nieht  and  (lay — wei"e  immetliately  drawn  out  and  tilled, 
and  when  once  under  way,  the  «;enei'al  talk  waxe<l 
loud  and  furious:  the  eai'ly  prospect  of  dinner  a])par- 
ently  lendini;-  a  cadence  to  the  conversation  which  it 
miolit  otherwise  ha\'e  lacked. 

Seated  in  the  room  to  which  T  had  heen  assigned, 
amidst  this  I'ahhle  ahout  me,  and  still  in  m^'  civilian 
clothes,  it  is  not  astonishino-  that  i  should  have  felt 
somewhat  sti'ano'e  and  Itewildered  as  vet  in  such  com- 
[)any.  1  assumed  as  hecomine- a  fi-ont  as  possihle  un- 
der the  circumstances,  howe\ei\  and  ottered  a  fewmihl 
and  inottensi\-e  remarks  in  a,  o'eneral  wav  rea'ardiuLi' 
m\'  new  sui'roundino's,  Init  little  or  no  heed  was  accord- 
e(l  my  pi'esence.  I  concluded  it  1  test,  theivfore,  to  sub- 
side within  myself  as  far  as  possihh',  or  at  least  until 
hettei"  av(|Uainte(l  with  my  new  position,  and  so  sub- 
ject myself  a^  little  as  possifile   to  the   contempt  with 


/.;/ 


///<'  /// 
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wliioli  rnw  recruits  arc  m-ncrnlK'  i-cnardctl  li\'  tlicoldt-r 
liands.  r  ]>i-()e(MMl(Ml  to  set  ii])  my  cot  in  a  cornel',  I'o- 
tlectino-  the  wliile  on  tlie  ci'udeness  nl'  its  conijioneiit 
jvai'ts  as  cnni[)are<l  with  tlu'  most  unin\itinn'  coucli  on 
\vl)icli  it  lias  excr  been  my  misroi-tmie  to  seek  i'e])ose, 
and  attempted  to  I'ohl  my  l)lankets  in  a  manner  as 
nearly  like  the  others  as  possihle.  In  this,  howcxci',  1 
i'ailed  al'ter  repeated  attempts,  and  nmch  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  those  ahout  me,  it  iKMnti"  not  altogether  -ni  art- 
less  ti'iek  :  when  I  en([iiii'ed  in  as  civil  atone  as  1  could 
command  the  j)roper  method  to  j)ursue  in  the  matter- 
In  resjionse,  J  was  again  reniinded  oi' the  isolation  of 
my   ])osition    as   yet  amongst  mounted   ])olicemen   hy 

heino'    politely    inrorme*!    that   "I   would    d soon 

learn  the  tiick  before  I  ha<l  been  there  many  days," 
and  so  did  the  best  T  could  unaided. 

A  bu^^le  was  now  sounded  in  the  Ijarrack  s<|uare, 
and  liad  an  almost  electi'ic  etlect  in  iviisino-  the  s])irits 
oi' all  hands  pivsent  to  a  most  jubilant  i)itch  ot'lnnigry 
expectation.  I  was  somewhat  mystified  at  so  speedy 
a  transformation  of  mien  and  temperament  amongst  the 
men  at  the  mere  sound  of  a  bugle,  and  ventured  to  en- 
(juire  respecting  its  apparently  wonderful  signiticance. 
"  That  means  '  grub  pile  '  that  does,"  said  a  ravenous- 
looking  individual  of  whom  I  made  the  en([uiry. 
"  Why,  you  don't  seem  to  know  nothin',  you  don't- 
Why,  man,  yer  dinnei'l  be  ready  inside  of  ten  minutes, 
and  tlu're's  plum  dutt'  to-day — PLKM  DTI''!'',  lYyi^v 
liear  ?  Don't  know  what  plum  dutl'  is,  eh  :'  Well,  just 
wait  till  you  tackle  it.      its   been    known   to    kill   oui- 
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ri^rlit,  and  suicide  soinctiiiics  follows,  l.ut  wlieii  yw 
once  ^ct  youi-  diovstivc  oi-oaiis  well  toned,  its  simply 
^a'jind  it  is,  sukI  no  mistake. " 

Ten  mimitcs  latei'  ajiotliei-   huoh;  call  wms  sonnded, 
at  wliieli  eveiyone  made  a  \vil<l  serand.le   for  tlie  mess- 
room  dooi-,  and  not  wisliiiin-  to  niniec-essai-ily  asseit  mv- 
seir  al'ter  the  few  un])i'ovoked  sinihs  I  liad  ali-eady   re- 
ceived, 1  leisurely  followed    in    the   ivar   of  the  crowd. 
Aftei-  a  few  moments  of  impatient  waiting-,   th(>  doors 
wei'e  finally  thrown  o])en  hy  the  cook,  which   was  the 
signal  foi-  a  mad  rush  throuoh   to  the  othei-  side  of  the 
room.     Here  was  atahle,  on  which  rested  a  ^-reat  pile 
of  plates,  and  on   one   side    a    rou^'h    counter,  hehind 
which  ahi-awny  indivi<Iual,  with  sleeves  rolled  u]),  was, 
with  the  aid  of  a  luiov  hutcher's  knitV,  ra.])idl\-  slashing 
clnndvs  oti'a  hu^e  roast  of  heef  and  slapj)ino-  them  on 
the  oalvanize<l   ii-on   j)lates  as  they  were  held   out  Ity 
each  man    to  receiv(i   his  daily   ration.     There   heino- 
nauj>ht  Imt  to  follow  the  example  set  me  in  tlie  matter, 
I  manaoed  to  procuie   a  ])hite  al'ter  several  ineflectual 
etibrts,  and,  hold ino- it  forth  as  the  others,  receive<l  a 
huo-e  triangular  chunk   of  lairnt  meat  as  my  ivward. 
With  my  well-earned   tro})h3'   I   now   walkecl   proudly 
towards  the  tahles  in  tlie  ceiitiv  of  the  room,  on  which 
were  hu^e  pots  of  steamintr  potatoes,  and  after  some 
S([ual)])lin^-  and  explanation  as  to  who  and  what  I  was, 
I  managed  to  secure  a  seat  on  one  of  tlie  henches,  and 
foi-thwith  connnenced  an  onslaui^ht  upon   my  dinner. 
It  was  certainly   [)iain  and    I'ouoh   fare — in   fact  the 
plainest  and  roughest  I  think  I  had  ever  sat  down  to — 
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l»ut  niic  possesses  gnat  jiuwci's  ol'  conroi'inity  at  times, 
aii<l  ill  this  instance,  l>y  tlx'  aid  of  a  rather  keen  appe- 
tite, I  ifally  iiianaiicd  laiily  well,  i  I'elt  o-reatly  relieved 
when  the  (MTciiiony  was  over,  however,  for  in  a  man- 
ner 1  trlt  e<)nsi<h'i-al>lr  I'estraint  at  tliis  mv  lirst  meal 
amoiiii'^t  m\'  new  and  as  vet  untrie<l  eomnanions.  Ihit 
in  this  respect,  however,  I  mi^'ht  well  ha\'e  spared  my 
IVelinus,  for  niy  presence  was  utterly  ienoi-cd,  jtiid  their 
only  ohject  and  amhition  seemed  concentrated  in  ect- 
tino- cnono'h  to  eat  re(;ardless-ot' all  coiise(|Uences,  and 
least  oi'  all  the  more  ordinary  I'orms  of  tahle  eti(|Uette. 

Dinner  over,  I  had  nothing-  to  do  hut  await  the 
a])pointed  hour  for  my  examination  hy  the  sure-eon. 
v\t  three  o'clock  Dashwood,  the  ex-Life  (Juardsman, 
and  ni\'self  were  marched  ott'  to  liis  nuarters  in  the 
hospital,  where  we  were  examined  aeain  from  head  to 
foot,  in  every  joint  and  in  every  muscle  of  our  an- 
atomy, and  aeain  ja'oiiounced  sound.  ])asliwood's 
weie-ht,  and  the  size  of  his  corporation  told  a^-ainst 
him  somewhat,  hut  he  was  finally  pronounced  tit,  al- 
tlioueh  a  trille  fat.  This  o})eration  over,  we  were 
infoi'iiied  that  we  would  on  the  followine-  mornine-  he 
duly  sworn  in  and  provided  with  our  kit.  and  in  the 
meantime  we  occupied  ours<dves  with  ohsei'xino-  as  far 
as  possihle  our  new  surroun<Iiiie's,  and  takine-  in  as 
much  of  the  situation  as  came  within  the  reach  of  our 
ohsei'xation. 

1  met  si'Veral  fellows  whom  1  had  previously  known 
in  Toronto  and  elsewhere,  who  were  pi'ofuse  in  theii- 
questions   respecting   matters  generally  in  the  outside 
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world  IVniii  \^lli(•ll  we   liad    latclv  come,  aii«l   <»!'  tlicir 
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IVitiids  Mini  M('(|Uaiiit}Ui('('s  in  eastern  ( 'aiiada,  until  T 
louiid  iiiN'seirat  iii\-  wits"  end  loi'  a  time  to  satisl'v  tlicir 
eaii'er  cui-ositw 

We  louni^ed  alioiit  until  su})|)er  time,  watclnne'  the 
\ai'i()us  S(|uads  at  di'ill.aud  the  numerous  other  phases 
ol*  l)arra(d<  lii'e  around  us.  At  suppei'  the  same 
niano'U\res  wei'e  e'one  thi'oue'h  as  at  dinner.  This 
meal  consisted  ol'  tea,  cold  Iteef  and  (h'\'  hread,  and, 
/|ude'e(|  hy  the  iiojitnino;,  off-liand  way  in  which  eveiy- 
thin;4'  eatahle  in  sieht  disa]»})eai'ed,  T  coneludiMl  that 
North- West  Mounted  Police  and  wliolesome  a[)])etites 
wej-e.  closely  allied  in  each  au<l  everv  indixidual  identi- 
lied  with  the  i'oi'ce.  In  the  eveiiini;'  I  looked  in  I'or  a 
w  hile  at  the  canteen,  where  lour  ])er  cent,  heel"  was 
heij)<^  (|Ua,fled  in  co])ious  draui;hts,  and  a  piano  on  a 
I'aised  platform  at  one  end  of  the  room  was  ])ei'formine' 
veoman  sersice  at  the  hands  of  a  huskv  i)oliceman. 
This,  too-ether  with  the  tables,  around  each  of  which 
wei-e  selited  four  or  tive  individuals,  went  to  make  U]) 
a  most Jo\ial-lookin^'  scene.  An  occasional  sono-  was 
sune-,  and  lustily  encored,  dice  were  rattling  upon  the 
table,  tlu'  tobacco  smoke  was  dens«>,  and  all  seenuMl 
pei'fectly  ha])])y.  l*\)ur  ])er  cent,  beer,  I  mie-ht  here 
mention,  is  a  mysterious  mixture  peculiar  to  the  North- 
West,  and  jiarticularly  dear  to  all  Xorth-West  ]\bjun- 
ted  ]^)licemen.  It  is  a  concoction  jiropounded  by  some 
inovnious  indivi<lual  b)i'  the  piu'pose  of  evadino-  the 
strine-ency  of  the  li(pior  laws  which  [)reva.il  through- 
out the  North- West  Territories,  but  to  all  intents  and 
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|)Urpos('s  its  cflrcts  ni'r  \<Ty  siniil;ir  to  tliosr  jUNHhifcfl 
liy  the  ])Ui('  Jirtielc.  At  !>.'i()  p.in.  llic  (•.•iiitccn  was 
(•l()st'(l,  wlicii  all  liainls  I't'turncd  tn  tlcir  i-ooms  in  tlir 
iiari'acks,  and  at  10  o'clock  roll  was  callrj  l.y  the 
or<lcrl\'.  At  \().\'')  tlic  liuij'lc  somidcd  •  lioiits  out," 
wlicn  all  c.xcfjjt  tliosc  (Iclailcd  for  nioiit  dut\'  were  c\- 
)»cct('d  to  lie  in  their  licds. 

WitJj  the  tcnipoi'ai'V  l)laid<t'ts  with  which  I  had  hfcn 
])rovidcd.  and  with  my  clothrs  I'or  a  pillo\^"  1  niana^^c*! 
to  woi'iy  thi()UL;h  this,  my  first  nii^ht,  in  a  ])ai'ticularly 
nncond'oitahlc  stvlc.  ( )nt'or  the  tr«'stlcson  which  I  had 
laid  the  hoards  turned  out  to  he  seNci-al  inches  shoi'ter 
than  the  other,  and  halauced  its<'ll'  hut  \ei'y  impi'oper- 
l\'  undei'  my  weight,  and  in  tuiniiiii'  o\-er  at  one  time 
in  (piest  of  a,  softer  side  to  the  uncharitahly  hai-d 
ltoar<ls,  it  (luivered  somewhat  ominously  for  a  second, 
jiud  then  pn'ci]>itate(I  me  at  leni^th  u[>on  the  llooi',  to 
the  ^reat  anuisement  ol'  thosi^  ;ilff)ut  me.  I  fathered 
myself  too'ethei"  in  short  order,  howt.'vei",  and  finally 
succeeded  in  gettino"  the  1)0(1  placed  in  a,  reasouahly 
safe  position,  when  I  once  more  laid  me  down  to  court 
that  sleep  wherein  my  trouhles  mi<;ht  for  a  space  he 
rorji'otten. 

And  thus  was  ushered    in   my  iii'st  ui^'ht  of  harrack 
life  as  a  Noith-West  Mounted  Policeman. 
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I.-iwokc  in  tlu'  moi'iiino  still'  and  soiv,  ;it  tlic  souikI  oI 
tlir  l>uo'l('  i»l()\viiio-  "  rcNcillc  "'  iji  tlic  Ii;ii  rack  stjiiai-c 
ill  a  innimt'i'  cak-ulatt'il  to  ])cih'1  rate  the  c-irs  ol"  the 
most  (Irowsv.   Twciitv  iiiiiuitcs  were  aHowctl  in  w  hick 
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to  <lrcss,  make  u\)  tkc  cots,  sweep  the  tk»or.  and  otiicr- 
wisc  ])nt  things  o'ciicrally  into  sliip-skajx-  ortk'T.  Tkc 
kim'k'  tkcii  sonn(lc(l  "  I'all  in"  I'or  stakk's.  at  wkick  all 
k.'inds,  ariiKMl  witk  curry  comks  and  kruskcs,  i'cll  into 
line  outside  tkc  karraeks,  aiiswere*!  tkeir  names  to 
I'oll-CJiil,  ;ind  \vere^marcked  oil' in  i'ouis  to  tkc  scene  ol' 
action.  IJeiiio-  unproxidefl  as  \et  witli  m\-  kit  1  did 
not  attend  tkis  ])arade,  wkick  I  may  kere  icmark 
mustered  out  in  tke  same  manner  e\-eiy  mornine-  at 
six  o'clock  and  were  marclied  oft' to  tlie  stakles,  wkere 
clcaninc',  ii'roominti"  Jiud  t'eedini-'  were  cari'ied  on  I'or  a 
space  ol'  an  liour  and  aliall':  tkere  keine' some  200 
liorses  in  tke  stables  at  Reo-ina  to  ko  looked  ai'ter. 
lii'eaki'ast  was  starved  at  a  (|ua-rter  to  eiii'kt,  wkeii  tke 
remains  of  tke  nrevious  dax's  diniiei'  was  madedoser- 
vice  in  tke  ska])e  ol'  kask.  or  "Mystery,  as  it  was 
commoidy  called,  too-etker  witli  ory  kreail  and  cofi'e<'. 
It  was  crude  fare  on  which  to  commence  the  day,  and 
one  which  onl\'  thorouahlv  hnno-i-y  men  could  relish 
or  apjireciate.  l''or  m^'sell'  the  smell  ol'  that  "  Mys- 
tery '    lor   the    tirst   time    eave  rise  to  letlections  of  a 
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,S()iii«'\vli;il  ii.-uisrous  iiatni'i'.  it  ItriuLf  <'t  C'niii'-loiiHTatioil 
of  meat,  L;rc'as»'  and  potatoes,  to  wliicli  1  lia<l  ixtt  as 
yrt  lu'cniiic  alt();^'('tlit'i'  iniirt'd,  and  wliifli  nrci'ssitattMl 
ail  eiitii'c  lorovttuhicss  on  my  ]>ait  of  all  epicurean 
tendencies  that  ealle(l  foi;  no  mean  etKort  Ix-fore  it 
lieeaiiie  with  nie,  as  with  the  older  hands,  a  mess  tit 
f(»r  the  L;()ds. 

At    ten    o'clock,  l);isliwoo(l,    the  ex-Life  ( lUai-d.siiutn 
jind  myself  were  taken  to  the  ordei'ly  room,  and  witli 
considerahle  ceicmony   were   sworn   in   as  mendters  of 
the   North-West  Mounted   I'oliee,   after  which  we  wei'e 
taken    to   the    (^)u;u'termastei-\s   stoi'e,   whei'e    we   wei'e 
issued    with    oni'    kit,    consistini:'    of  ridinj"'   l»i-eeches, 
hoots,  sei'o-(>   tunic,   helmet,    fora^'e  caj),   stahle  clothes, 
socks,  under  H.-unu-l,  and  nuineions  otiu'r  little  ai'ticles 
of  weai'in^'  a])})arel,  as  well   as  a  razor,  carhine,  cart- 
ridoc-hi'lt,   rcNoKcr  and   ammuintioJi.     ( )n  the  wdiole 
it  was  a  most  complete  and   superioi'  kit.     That  e\'en- 
ini^-   in    the   mess   loom   our   names   were   read    out  in 
general  ordei's,  with   i-e^imental   nundters  attached,  as 
havini;-  heen  only  taken  on  the  stien<^th  of  the  force, 
and  |)Osteil  to  "Depot"   Division,  and    for  the  follow- 
ine-  day's  detail  Dashwood  and  myself,  alone-  with  an- 
othei"  man,  were  read  out  for  dutv  as  "  Mess  Fatirnu'." 
Well,    I   was   now   a    full     iledevd    policeman,   with 
power  to  arrest,   make   seizures,   shoot,  and    even  kill 
if  needs  he  !     Idie   thoueht   1   confess   was  a  little  hc- 
wilderine-.     M  E  a  polici'Uian  I     Who  coidd  have  fore- 
tohl  such  a  ]»ass  {     Not  I  to  he  sure.     Sui'ely.  T  thoue-lit, 
it  nnist  be  but  some  strange'  hallucination,  the  result  of 
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a  (lis(»rtl«'r('(l  ami  in«)rl)i(l  iiiia^iiiatinii  .»r  jx  rliajis  the 
]»lmii  tluir  <»r  tilt'  jircvious  day.  I>ut  il"  imt  a  jxilicc- 
iiiaii  wliat  tlicii  '.  AikI  so  tlic  reality  <>l'  iiiv  )t<tsiti(jii 
i»r;uluall\'  dawiUMl  uiiou  inc.  N'cs,  to  Im'  suit  I  was  now 
a  jKtIicrniaM,  and  tliat  name  wliicli  as  a  small  Itoy  I 
had  held  in  such  moi'tal  di'cad  and  terror  was  now  ap- 
))lic<l  to  none  other  than  myscH':  wheieu])on  I  I'ell  to 
morali/iui;'  u))e)n  the  vicissitudes  of  human  lil'e  any- 
way : 

DashwiMtd  and  I  wei'c  as  \'et  ijiiiorant  oi"  what  this 
"  Mess  l^iti^'Ue  meant,  hut  we  weie  made  ])aiid"ully 
aware  ol*  it  on  the  I'olIowinLi'  moininii'  in  a  manncrwe  did 
n(ttsoon  lorect.  I  ))assed  my  second  ni<;'ht  in  harracks 
a  little  more  cond'ortahK'  than  the  tii'st,  havin*:'  lille«l 
iii\'  mattress  and  i)aliasse  with  ha\'  Irom  the  coi'ial, 
an<l  al'tei' endeax'oriim'  to  fold  mv  hiankets  in  the  ivmi- 
lation  fashion,  I  fell  in  with  the  rest  ol'  the  men  the 
next  iiiornini'',  an<l  at  the  sound  of  mv  name  iinswer- 
ed  "  hci'c, '  V\ith  the  utmost  conHd<>nce  in  my  position. 
I  was  then  hluntly  oivlcred  to  the  mess  room,  where  I 
I'ound  mv  IViend  Dashwood  <lcckcd  out  in  his  canvas 
suit  of  stahlc  clothes,  which  T  mysell'  had  nowMlonne*! 
i'or  the  first  time.  Of  a  truth,  dress  does  oivatly  trans- 
I'orm  a  man,  he  \w  hi^li  or  low.  In  this  respect  1  could 
only  judec  oi"  niyselt'  by  scrutinizing-  Dashwood,  hut  a 
glance  was  sutticient  to  convince  me  IVom  what  a  height 
had  1  I'allen.  From  a  respectal)ly-dressed  t'ellow— at 
least  I  had  considered  m^^self  such — I  had  now  coine  to 
he  one  whose  a|)])earance  would  hardly  have  l)een  ac- 
cepted as  altogether  "  au  fait  "   in  the  most  retined  so- 
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cirty  in  (In-  wi»i-|(|.  ( ';iii\as  p.-nit-^  clif.iit  .iikI  ill-lilt iiiL;' 
at  tliut —  a  Jacket  with  lirass  lnitttnis.  aiitl  a  l*»>iT-aii(l- 
ul'tcr  ca])  of  tlu'  same  r()n<4'li  uiatrrial,  wliilc  no  <l()ul>t 
t'jitirclv  siiitaltir  To)-  tlir  occasion,  <li(|  not  jjo  to  make 
up  a  costume  siicli  as  one  would  <lelilierateK'  <lon  to 
ensui'e  those  eljects  ii.ost  pleasing'  in  the  siuht  oj"  an 
()scar  \Vil<le,  or  even  any  ol'  the  moie  liumhie  ami  in- 
siHiiiticaut  mcmhers  ol*  that  school  of  sweet  laiicx*. 
Dashwood  looked  me  o\  el' cai-elully  IVom  lu-ad  to  foot. 
I  returned  the  com])limeut,  an<l  our  eyes  met.  A  mo- 
mentary smile  sutliised  his  rotund,  jolly  little  face,  im- 
mediately followetl  liy  an  irrejU'cssiltle  I'oaj- of  laui;hte|-. 
It  was  I'ealh-  too  nuich.  The  tieuic  I  cut  in  m\'staliK> 
clothes  for  the  first  time,  as  di<l  he  in  his,  was  some- 
thini:'  from  whicjj  we  recovered  onl\'  after  I'epeated 
and  u[)roarious  rounds  of  hiu<^htei'. 

'I'he  other  man  detailed  for  this  <luty  was  also  on 
hand,  and  smiled  u)»on  us  in  a  \ery  j)atronizin<4'  an<l 
iri'itahle  kind  of  style  at  what  he  a])[)areiitly  consider- 
ed our  simplicity  and  greenness,  lie  lost  no  time, 
hoW'CVei',  in  informini;'  us  resjH'ctin;^"  the  nature  of  oui' 
new  duty,  which  lie  succeeded  in  making"  us  undei'- 
stand  in  all  its  repuonant  details  with  Ijut  littK'  trou- 
ble or  repetition.  First  of  all  we  had  to  ]>repare  the 
tables  for  breakfast,  distrihutiiiL:'  the  knives  and  forks, 
re[)leiiishinj;'  salt  and  pepper  boxes,  cuttin;^'  bread,  and. 
aside  from  the  actual  cooking'  itself,  eet  e\ frythiiii^'  in 
readiness  for  breakfast.  This  was  no  liu'lit  task  for 
two  such  "•reeiihorns  as  Dashwood  and  m\-self,  but  b\- 
the  time  the  l.)Ugle    soiuide<|  "breakfast  '    we  had  suc- 
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(Tt'drd  ill  <,'rttiii^'  rvcrytliinf^'  into  )»i'n|M'r  ^linpr.  Dur- 
iiijL,'  lnT.'ikrnst  coiitiMiiMl  aii*!  riaiitic  cries  tnr  nmrc 
lnH'ud  l\r|)t  iislnisv  slii'iiio-  loavrsiiituw  lioh'sniin'  cliuiiUs, 
until  tlic  iMTsjiirMtictn  lollrd  in  l.iri;-*' i Imps  down  onr 
I'ufcs.  in  our  ciKlcavors  to  kcrji  upuitli  tlir  coiistunt 
and  rNcr-incrcasiiii;- demand  in  this  diieetion.  I"'inally, 
and  willi  a  sio'li  of  reliel',  we  watched  the  uieinliei'.s 
;^n*adually  thininii;;,  until  the  last-  man  had  left  the  nu-ss 
room,  and  the  meal  was  at  last-  declared  over. 

And  now  heo-aii  our  work  in  earnest.  ( )ne  hundred 
and  se\('ntydi\'e  huiiH-ry  w oK cs  had  i^ivased  and  made 
liltliy  one  hundred  and  se\  enly-li\ c  plates  and  as 
many  kni\es,  lorks  and  cu)»s,  to  say  nothiii;;'  of  the 
tallies  and  henches,  which  were  in  e(|nall\-  as  diity 
and  ;,n'easy  a,  condition,  and  when  we  were  calmly  in- 
I'orined  that  our  nc.xt  work  was  to  wash  and  thoi'oueldy 
dry  each  greasy  pla,te,  kniTe,  Tors  and  cup,  as  well  as 
tli(>ron;;hly  scrul.  the  floor,  henches  and  tahles,  it  can 
l»c  readily  understood  when  T  say  that  we  felt  noiw 
too  elated  over  the  prospect.  Dashwood  was  in  I'act 
a  little  chop-l'allen  over  the  matter,  for  he  liad  liardly 
anticii)ated  unytliin^r  of  this  nature,  altlioiijiili  I  my- 
self was  not  taken  alto^^ether  l»y  surprise. 

We  were  pensively  surveying-  the  havoc  created  at 
)>reakfast,  and  the  filthy  condition  of  thin«rs  generally 
which  Ave  were  to  remedy  hefoi'e  the  next  meal,  when 
the  liusky  voice  of  our  IViend  the  Sero-eant-Maior 
who  had  poked  his  head  into  the  mess  i-oom  on  liis 
daily  moi'uinn-  rouiwls,  thunderecl  in  upon  us  in  well- 
rounded  teinis,  as  he  shouted  :  "  Now  tli<"n.  m'  lads,  to 


Life  in  the  North-  West  Movnted  Police.         37 


work,  nn<\  don't  stami  tlun'  Jis  tlum^h  yon  didn't 
know  what  you  had  to  do. "  Dashwood  otrcrtMl  some 
])arl<'y  at  tliis,  i'or  it  wan  ]>lain  to  src  hv  had  not  Ixjen 
accuHtoincil  to  any  dictation  lieretot'orc  n'spcctin^ 
what  \ui  .should  and  what  hr  shouhl  not  (h),  hut  hu 
wjis  ('ff(;ctually  s(|U('lclie<l  in  very  short  order  hy  that 
brawny  indivi<hial,  and  much  as  wo  disliked  it  we  in- 
wardly telt  that  then;  was  nothing  for  us  Itut  to  pro- 
ceed with  tlu!  work  we  liad  in  hand  witliout  further 
cavil  or  (juestion.  We  first  fjathered  the  phites  to- 
frether,  after  removinpj  the  remains  of  breakfast  from 
oft'  their  surface,  and  then  the  knives,  forks  and  cups^ 
throwiiif^  all  into  a  huf]fe  sink  provided  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  into  which  we  afterwards  poured  several  tubs 
of  boilinfif  water.  We  then  proceeded  to  sweep  the 
mess  oH'  the  ftoor,  tables  and  benches,  after  which,  in 
obedience  to  instructions  previously  received,  we 
armed  ourselves  with  scrubbint^  brushes,  and  with 
a  reckless  feeling  towards  things  generally  at  having, 
to  descend  to  tliis  sort  of  work,  comnuinced  operations, 
Dashwood  swore  madly,  and  thought  some  mistake 
had  surely  been  made  in  assigning  liim  to  such  work, 
when  I  suggested  that  I  thought  he  was  fully  aware 
before  taking  the  step  and  enlisting  of  all  that  it 
entailed.  This,  however,  only  had  the  eftect  of  mak- 
ing him  swear  more  vigorously,  and  he  put  his  whole 
heart  into  unholy  expletives  in  a  manner  which 
revealed  a  versatility  in  this  direction  that  was  both 
profuse  and  intricate.  He  appealed  to  the  cook,  and 
wanted   to    know    whether    he   was   a   North -West 
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Mounted  Policeiiuin,  or  a  common  floor-scrubber.  The 
cook  calmly  informed  him,  with  an  air  of  biting  sar- 
caHm,  that  lie  guessed  he  was  a  floor-scrubber,  pure 
and  simple,  and  advis(Ml  him,  as  he  valued  his  future 
peace  of  nn'nd,  to  carry  out  the  work  lie  had  in  hand 
without  further  kicking,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  as 
though  he  were  to  the  custom  born.  He  perceptibly 
s(|uirmed  at  this,  but  finally  took  the  advice  after 
some  littlt*  hesitation,  though  with  Imt  little  gi'ace, 
and  again  we  went  at  it,  scrubbing  everything  in 
sight,  until  in  our  desperation  we  thought  we  had 
done  enough  scrubbing  for  ten  years  to  come,  as  far 
IS  that  mess  room  was  concerned.  We  then  got  at 
the  knives,  forks,  and  dishes,  picking  them  out  of  the 
sink  one  by  one,  drying  each  thoroughly,  and  vigor- 
ously rubl)ing  them  all  witli  brick-dust.  Our  work  of 
cleaning  up  over,  we  regarded  each  other  with  a  sigh 
of  unspeakable  relief,  and  sat  down  on  the  side  of  the 
sink  to  enjoy  a  few  minutes'  well-earned  repose  from 
our  labors.  Scarcely  were  we  seate<l,  however,  wlien 
the  voice  of  the  cook,  pencitrating  through  a  cloud  of 
steam,  grated  harshly  upon  our  ears,  as  he  called  : 
"  Say,  you  fellows,  don't  you  see  what  time  it  is  ?  If 
ycm  don't  get  those  tables  ready  for  dinner  in  mighty 
quick  order  it  will  go  hard  with  you  if  Bobby  (mean- 
ing the  Sergt.-Major)  comes  around."  Again  Dashwood 
and  I  lookfnl  at  each  other.  We  kept  silence,  how- 
ever, for  ou  *  indignities  had  already  called  for  a  full 
and  complete  expression  of  our  resentment  so  far  as 
mere  words  were  concerned.     Recalling  the  cook's  ad- 
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vice,  however,  we  lan^nidly  gathered  ourselves  to- 
gether, and  proceeded  to  get  the  tables  in  order  again 
for  dinner,  distributing  knives,  foi-ks,  and  cups  for  all 
hands,  carrying  out  dirty  watei\  and  getting  things 
generally  in  shape  for  the  reception  of  our  unwelcome 
guests  again  at  12.80.  The  bugle  sounding  the  arrival 
of  the  ever  welcome  hour  was  the  signal  for  another 
mad  rush  at  the  door,  such  as  I  had  witnessed  the  day 
before.  The  cook  cautiously  pulled  the  lock  aside  and 
swun!Tf  open  the  doors,  when  the  mob  inune(Hately 
burst  inside,  and  scrambled  for  their  rations  in  the 
manner  I  have  already  described.  We  cahnly  watched 
them  devouring  their  dinner,  but  our  apprehension 
seemed  only  to  increase  the  rapidity  with  which 
things  again  became  besmeared  with  grease  and  tilth, 
and  we  turned  away  in  disgust  at  the  remembrance 
of  our  morning's  work,  which  we  now  saw  was  sooa 
to  be  repeated.  The  mess  created  was,  if  anything, 
greater  than  at  breakfast. 

This  meal  over,  we  proceeded  as  before,  gathering 
up  the  plates,  knives,  forks  and  cups,  and  were  soon 
lost  in  our  duties  again  as  washers  and  scrubbers. 
We  doggedly  worked  through  the  afternoon,  fervidly 
praying  the  while  that  tin)^  might  take  the  wings  of 
morning  and  land  us  quickly  at  the  end  of  our  dis- 
agreeable job.  The  dishes  and  all  were  again  cleaned, 
and  the  taV)les  set  as  before,  when  the  bugle  arinounced 
supper,  and  for  the  tliird  and  last  time   tliat  day   we 
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It  was  8.30  p.m.  when  we  had  put  the  finishing 
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stroke  upon  our  work,  and  went  out  to  drink  in  the 
fresh  air  after  our  day's  continenient  at  work,  which 
we  had  hotli  unanimously  agreed  upon  as  entirely  un- 
suited  to  our  former  tastes  and  expectations  as  Mount- 
ed Policemen.  Just  what  Dashwood's  feelings  were 
I  was  unable  to  (juite  discern,  for  he  was  morose  and 
uncommunicative.  I  inferred  that  his  disgust  was  too 
heartfelt  to  find  expression  in  idle  words,  and  his  dis- 
position for  the  time  favored  silence  on  my  pait. 

And  so  ended  my  first  day's  experience  as  a  North- 
West  Mounted  Policeman.  It  augured  little,  I  thought, 
for  the  wild  and  thrilling  atlventures  which  Dashwoo<l 
had  depicted  in  such  glowing  color  >  to  me  as  the  lot  of 
mounted  })olicemen,  but  I  was  a  little  loath  as  yet  to 
form  conclusions. 
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V. 

ire  up  tlie  following  morning  at  the  sound 
•eveille,  when  with  the  others  I  marched 
to  the  stables  with  brush  and  comb,  where,  after  help- 
ing in  the  general  cl«?an-out,  I  was  assigned  a  horse 
to  water,  feed  avi  J  groom.  I  knew  little  or  nothing  of 
horses  in  general  at  this  time,  my  knowledge  of  the 
noble  animal  having  been  principally  gained  by  obser- 
vation on  the  fiont  platform  of  a  bob-tailed  street 
car.  I  had,  of  course,  occasionally  driven  a  horse,  but 
beyond  that,  I  had  had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with 
them  whatever.  But  now,  however,  I  was  to  undergo 
the  interesting  operation  of  learning  by  experience  and 
close  contact  something  of  their  management,  both  in 
the  stall  and  out. 

I  was  euriousl}'  eyed  by  an  officer  as  I  began  groom- 
ing my  horse  in  the  way  I  considered  most  proper  from 
my  scant  knowledge,  blowing  and  puffing  the  while 
after  the  fashion  of  the  proverbial  groom,  in  order  to 
dispel  any  doubts  that  might  exist  as  to  my  extensive 
experience  in  this  business,  but  in  a  few  moments  I 
was  thoroughly  convinced  by  that  gentleman  that 
what  I  didn't  know  about  properly  grooming  a  horse 
was  sufficient  to  class  me  amongst  the  most  verdant  of 
individuals  in  this  respect.  I  worried  through  the 
stable  hour,  peculiarly  conscious  of  my  ignorance  as  to 
the  proper  care  of  horseflesh  after  the  few  hints  I  had 
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now  received,  and  felt  not  a  little  relieved  when  the 
business  was  over,  and  my  first  attendance  at  stables 
in  the  police  was  a  thing  of  the  past. 

Stables  were  attended  at  Regina  three  times  daily, 
when  the  same  process  was  gone  through  each  time, 
so  that  I  became  after  a  while  capable  of  grooming  a 
horse  iii  the  regulation  fashion,  and  with  more  satis- 
factory results  than  had  at  first  rewarded  my  efforts  in 
tliis  direction. 

Being  a  recruit  in  a  very  proper  ae^?^e  of  the  term 
as  regards  drilling,  I  was  of  course  assigned  to  a  scjuad 
composed  of  men  whose  knowledge  in  this  direction 
was  about  on  a  par  with  my  own.  There  were  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  of  us  all  told,  and  we  were  each  day 
drilled  for  an  hour  on  foot  and  another  hour  on  horse- 
back, and,  as  might  be  expected,  were  a  source  of  con- 
siderable amusement  not  only  to  the  older  hands  who 
happened  at  times  to  watch  our  crude  endeavors,  but 
to  ourselves  as  well,  in  noting  the  ludicrous  figure 
often  cut  by  one  of  our  number.  More  especially 
was  this  the  case  in  mounted  drill,  when  various 
peculiarities  were  exposed  in  our  attempts  at  unifor- 
mity of  movement  which  were  highly  amusing  at 
times. 

In  mounted  drill  we  were  first  paraded  in  the  rid- 
ing school,  to  where  each  man  led  his  horse  after  first 
bridling  and  saddling  him  in  the  stables.  This  school 
was  a  large  and  spacious  building,  on  the  floor  of 
which  was  strewn  hay  to  the  depth  of  about  six  inches, 
as   a   safeguard    against   accidents,   in   the   shape  of 
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tumbles  and  tosses.  Our  saddles  were  of  the  univer- 
sal pattern,  without  stirrups,  and  the  horses  with 
which  we  were  provided  were  of  the  broncho-breed, — 
a  combination  which  inspired  no  great  degree  of  con- 
fidence in  those  of  us  whose  equestrian  propensities 
had  heretofore  lain  dormant,  only  to  be  aroused  now 
in  the  rude  manner  which  is  here  adopted  in  impart- 
ing a  knowledge  of  this  peculiar  accomplishment.  Our 
Drill  Sergeant  was  a  magnificent  rider  himself,  but 
individually  we  received  but  little  attention  at  his 
hands,  as  he  stood  in  the  centre  of  the  riding  school 
with  a  long-reaching  circus  whip,  which  he  would  en- 
ergetically snap  at  the  heels  of  any  horse  inclined  to 
lag  in  our  trots  about  the  school.  After  all  had  mount- 
ed in  the  fashion  he  would  first  illustrate  by  springing 
upon  the  back  of  his  own  horse  in  two  precise  move- 
ments, we  were  for  sometime  walked  quietly  about 
the  school  prior  to  receiving  an  order  to  trot,  and  in 
the  meantime  were  instructed  as  to  the  manner  of 
properly  holding  ourselves  in  the  saddle,  and  various 
other  matters  respecting  horsemanship  generally  were 
explained  at  length  for  our  enlightenment.  I  felt  my- 
self tolerably  secure  at  first,  as  we  walked  our  horses 
quietly  about,  but  as  all  things  must  have  their  begin- 
ning, our  turn  came  at  length,  and  our  Sergeant  in  a 
stentorian  voice,  gave  out  the  command  to  "  Trot,"  at 
which  each  horse,  apparently  quite  familiar  wdth  its 
significance,  broke  into  a  brisk  trot. 

Without  stirrups,  and  never  having  ridden  before, 
the  ignorant  confidence   I   had  conunenced  to  feel  in 
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my  ability  to  retain  my  seat  was  now  most  severely 
shaken,  as  I  was  tossed  first  to  one  side  and  then  to 
the  other.  As  is  invariably  the  case,  I  instinctively 
twined  my  legs  about  the  horse's  belly  with  all  the 
energy  I  could  command,  in  my  frantic  efforts  to  keep 
my  seat,  but  this  only  tended  to  increase  the  briskness 
ol*  his  f^ait,  and  make  my  position  every  moment  more 
insecure.  The  riding-master  generally  took  the  lead 
in  these  treats,  and  set  the  pace,  which  he  would  un- 
ieeliKiilv  continue  in  its  briskness  until  the  strain 
under  which  we  were  all  laboring  would  finally  result 
in  first  one  and  then  another  nulling  off  on  our  backs 
with  a  dull  thud  upon  the  soft  floor.  I  was  one  of  the 
first  to  go  down  in  this  way,  and  even  poor  Dash  wood, 
despite  his  vaunted  experience  as  a  horseman,  found 
the  "  stripped  saddles "  little  to  his  liking,  being 
obliged  to  abandon  his  jockey  style  and  adhere  strictly 
to  instructions  for  riding  as  a  policeman,  allowing  the 
horse  to  pitch  him  fairly,  and  finding  his  balance  as 
best  he  could.  For  a  novice  this  method  is  no  easy 
task,  nnd  there  were  but  one  or  two  who  did  not  find 
the  soft  floor  of  the  riding  school  infinitely  preferable 
to  the  continual  pounding  which  this  style  of  riding 
involves,  and  it  required  a  number  of  lessons  before  I 
began  to  feel  the  slightes*:  confidence  in  myself  to  keep 
fairly  astride  my  horse. 

Our  rides  were  each  day  more  severe  and  exacting 
as  to  our  general  bearing  in  the  saddle,  and  the  carry- 
ing out  in  detail  of  all  instructions  given  us.  For 
nearly  four  weeks   we  were   daily  put  through  this 
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mounted  drill  on  "  stripped  saddles,"  and  at  the  end  of 
this  time  it  was  considered  that  most  of  us  had  suc- 
ceeded in  ac(|uinnj^  something  of  a  "seat. "  We  all 
had  our  tumbles  and  tosses  on  ground  that  wns  soft 
and  otherwise,  but  none  of  us  ha<l  so  lar  received 
any  injury  of  a  serious  nature.  Many  of  us  had  be- 
become  so  sore  and  chafed,  however,  from  the  con- 
tinual pounding,  that  it  often  require<l  the  greatest 
effort,  intermixed  with  UK^st  delightful  spasms  of  acute 
sensibility  in  the  regions  round  about  the  affected 
parts,  to  drag  one  leg  after  another,  and  a  sitting  pos- 
ture, needless  to  say,  was  for  a  time  scrupulously 
avoided  as  far  as  possible.  In  fact,  so  bad  did  some  of 
us  become  in  this  respect  that  we  felt  obliged  on  more 
than  one  occasion  to  seek  the  sympathy  and  advice  of 
the  surgeon,  but  under  penalty. of  arrest  we  were 
finally  told  to  go  near  him  no  more  on  such  a  pre- 
text, but  to  ride  until  we  had  worn  our  soreness  off". 
This  I  found  a  trifle  galling,  to  say  the  least,  when, 
in  compliance  with  this  advice  I  discovered  that  my 
saddle  on  a  number  of  occasions  was  dyed  a  deep  ver- 
milion with  my  own  blood.  I  was  assured,  however, 
that  this  was  the  only  way  in  which  to  become  pro- 
perly toughened,  and  so  worried  through  our  rides  on 
many  occasions  when  the  agony  was  almost  unbear- 
able. But  this  complaint,  I  was  snappishly  informed, 
was  but  "trilling,"  and  altogether  unworthy  of  notice. 
Oh  !  how  I  longed  at  times  to  have  that  surgeon  and 
riding  master  seated  astride  a  saddle  perforated  with 
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■sharply  ])oiMted  tacks,  or  other  instruiiieiitH  of  equally 
nice  torture,  and  make  them  pound  it  for  the  space  of 
an  hour  or  so,  just  to  show  them  how  "triHin^"  I  con- 
sidered my  complaint,  no  one  but  myself  knew. 


VI. 


ROM  the  strippoil  sjyMk'^  wo  were  trimsrcrruil 
to  those  of  the  Cjilifornia  pattcni — tlu'  vvvrn- 
l.'ition  police  saddle  and  were  now  (^iven  stirru])s  ol* 
the  Mexican  pattern,  and  for  tlie  Hrst  time  doinied 
our  jack  sinirs.  After  the  stripped  saddles  which  we 
had  been  usin^,  tliese  California  saddles  were  a  ^reat 
boon,  and  to  feel  our  feet  in  stirrups  was  another 
blessing  which  all  heai'tily  approved  and  appi'eciatcd. 
We  were  cautioned,  however,  not  to  lose  sight  of  the 
fact  that  we  had  now  a  pair  of  formidable-looking 
spurs  upon  our  boots,  and  that  any  thoughtless  or 
promiscuous  use  of  them  might  result  disastrously. 
This  was  more  forcibly  pointed  out  by  the  fact  that 
there  were  even  then  several  men  confined  in  the 
hospital  as  a  result  of  injudicious  use  having  been 
made  of  their  s})urs  upon  some  hot-blooded  broncho. 
We  were  very  guarded,  therefore,  in  this  respect,  but 
it  was  not  until  after  a  few  exhibitions  of  a  broncho's 
ability  to  kick  and  make  himself  generally  obnoxious, 
that  we  fully  realized  the  importance  of  exercising 
every  care  in  this  direction. 

z^.fter  we  had  had  sufficient  practice  with  the  use  of 
our  spurs,  or  rather  how  to  keep  them  at  a  safe  distance 
from  our  horses'  sides,  we  were  brought  out  of  the  school 
into  the  open  again,  where  the  uneven  nature  of  the 
oTOund  detracted  not  a  little  from  the  comfort  we  had  at 
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tirst  <*x|)('piL'MC<'(l  ill   tlicHi;    ( 'alifoi'iiia    Kjuldlrs  ow  the 
siiKxjtli  and  soft  surface  of  the  enclosure. 

A  soniewliat  amusing'  incident  to<jk  placr  tlie  first 
day  we  were  ridin<i^  on  th«^  pi'airies  witli  spui's,  and  in 
these  Califoi'nia  saddles.  A  man  named  Pike,  a  <(reat, 
tall,  unpiinly  fellow,  was  ridin«^  a  ma^nitieent  black 
))roncho,  hut  which,  unfortunately  for  him,  was  pos- 
sessed of  a  s(jmewhat  fiendish  tempei*,  and  which  took 
every  possible  occasion  of  exhibitint;  its  wild  and  pi-es- 
tine  tendencies,  regardless  of  any  one  who  mi^ht  Ije 
upon  his  back.  Pike  was  somewhat  insecure  in  Ins 
seat  as  yet,  Init  was  generally  a  very  cautious  man  with 
his  horse.  While  walkin*^  our  horses  (juietly  aiono-,  a 
thoughtless  moment  stole  o'er  him,  howx'ver,  and  he 
carelessly  allowed  his  spurs  to  graze  the  horse's  sides, 
when  the  devil  in  theaninial  instantly  came  out  of  him 
like  a  thunderbolt.  In  almost  a  twinkling  he  was  danc- 
ing in  true  circus  style  upon  his  hind  legs,  gave  two  or 
thi'ee  wild  buck  leaps  into  the  air,  delivered  himself  of  a 
loud  snort  of  rage,  and  started  wildly  over  the  prairies. 
Pike,  of  course,  had  twined  his  legs  about  the  horse's 
belly  at  this  entirely  unlooked  for  exhibition,  and,  de- 
spite the  injunctions  which  were  hui'led  after  him  b}^ 
the  riding  master  to  keep  his  heels  well  out,  his  spurs 
were  as  firmly  set  in  the  horse's  sides,  as  though  a 
grim  determination  to  bring  them  together  in  the  cen- 
tre was  the  sole  and  absorbing  object  he  had  in  view. 
We  watched  the  horse  and  man  until  out  of  sight,  and 
a  wilder  and  more  thoroughly  uncontrollable  animal 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  picture.     Acoupli  of 
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the  men  were  sent  after  him,  aii<l  it  was  only  after  two 
or  three  hours  of  a  most  exeitin^  chase  that  they  re- 
turned, l»'a(lin^  tl»e  liorsc,  whose  sitU's  were  hadly  cut, 
wlnle  Pike  himself  limped  painfully  alon^  in  the  rear, 
for  it  was  inipossih'io  to  induce  him  to  mount  apiin  for 
love  or  money.  There  ari'  occasions  when  sornhn^ 
silence  often  explains  much  more  than  mere  words  can 
express,  and  so  W(»  judgecl  Pike's  experience,  to  liimself 
at  all  events,  to  have  been  thrillinj;-  and  interesting 
beyond  all  expression.  He  had  only  the  day  before 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  me  the  fact  that  this  iden- 
tical broncho  was  <'ifted  with  a  most  excellent,  not  to 
say  noble,  temperament,  and  I  took  occasion  tliat  nij^ht 
as  I  met  him  limpin«i;  about  the  barracks  to  remark, 
*'  Pike,  old  boy,  I  suppose  the  f]joo<l  ([ualities  of  that 
broncho  have  rather  sunk  out  of  si^ht  in  your  estima- 
tion now  ? "  A  sickly  smile  simmered  about  the  corners 
of  his  mouth  for  a  moment  in  respouvse  to  this  some- 
what sarcastic  salutation,  and  he  went  limping  along, 
a  most  woeful  spectacle  of  a  man  made  wiser,  though 
a  great  deal  sadder,  by  a  little  bitter  experience. 

Dashwood's  greatest  trouble  in  these  mounted  drills 
was  to  conform  with  the  style  of  riding  adopted  by  the 
police,  namely,  the  military  "  pound,"  which  had  the 
effect  after  a  time  of  very  materially  reducing  his 
weight.  As  before  mentioned,  he  was  iecidedly  fat 
when  I  first  met  him,  but  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
life  was  fast  telling  a  "most  woeful  tale  upon  his  little 
pot  belly.  The  high  living  to  which  he  had  hereto- 
fore been  accustomed  formed  no  part  of  his  daily  life 
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now,  Mini   the  ])()()]'    tVllow    was    ])n,sitiv('ly  bccoinin^ 

At'ttT  liaviii;(  a('<|nii»'<l  hoiiw  r\pt'i"tin;sH  in  rrtainin;^ 
oui'  scats  in  the  saddle,  oin*  daily  i'i<lrs  Itccanic!  less 
ii'lssoiiic  thaji  i'ornicrlv,  and  in  foot  di'ill  also  wc  wiTo 
last  hoeonnn;;'  prolicicnt.  From  the  tliir<l  or  lowest 
sipiad  we  had  ivaelied  Xo.  1,  and  were  now  on  the 
hiuh  road  to  dismissal.  'i'hree  times  a  week  all 
hands  were  mustered  out  lor  the  (.'onniiissioncr's 
parade,  and  we  oF  Xo.  I  s([uad  were  n«)W  included  in 
this  very  im})ortant  turn  out,  and  put  throu<:;h  our 
mo\ements  in  eom])any  order,  both  momited  and  on 
foot,  under  the  eommand  ol"  that  very  impoi'tant  per- 
sonai^e  himsell*.  Woe  to  the  man  whose  appearance 
and  ^'eneral  e(|uipment  vtw  these  occasions  were  not 
strictly  in  accord  with  perfect  re^d mental  neatness,  for 
any  such  were  most  mei'cili'ssly  pulled  over  the  coals 
in  a  maimer  that  was  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  l)y 
th<'  unwary  in  this  (hreetion. 

Suntlay  morninn-  ('hurch  Parades  were  even  more 
exactin*;"  than  the  ( -onnnissioner's,  in  re<rard  to  per- 
sonal appearance,  and  for  these  an  almost  endless 
amount  of  cleaning  and  brushing  up  was  necessary, 
'i'he  occasie>n,  however,  was  always  the  signal  for  more 
odium  and  heartfelt  curses  being  heaped  upon  things 
in  general  than  any  spiritual  good  that  was  ever 
derive<l  from  the  service,  so  far  as  I  could  dis- 
cover. (Iiurcli  Parades  and  Regimental  Day  Guards 
were  the  two  most  heartily  detested  forms  of  a  police- 
man's  duty,  and  every  man  took  a  keen  delight   in 
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^•oin^  out  of  liis  way,  if  uocoHsjiry,  to  ilciiouiicc  tlu'iii 
will;  'ill  liis  licart  and  soul.  Ksju'cially  is  tln'  lattcj* 
a  j»olic'('n»airs  "  hctc  noir." 

A  (lay  ^uard  niouutcd  at  2  ]).ui.,  an<l  remained  on 
<luty  t\V('nty-ro\ir  hours,  and  fonsistcd  of  a  corporal  or 
s»'i'(f('ant  and  tlirt'c  njun.  'l\\v  lioats  were  divided  into 
<'i^dit  houi's  each,  or  two  on  and  four  otf  for  each  man, 
not  includint,'  the  non-com.  i!i  charge.  Scrupulous  care 
was  necessary  to  he  taken  in  our  appearance,  and  from 
our  hoots  to  the  tip  of  our  hehnet-spikes,  all  had  to  ho 
in  a  state  of  perfect  chianlincss  and  order.  When  I 
mustered  out  on  this  duty  foi*  tlu;  first  time,  it  was 
with  freshly  pipeclayed  helmet,  spotless  hoots,  highly 
hurnished  spurs,  and  huttons  which  glistened  in  the 
sunliglit  I  had  cleaned  and  rubbed  the  nif^ht  he  fore 
until  almost  black  in  the  face,  and  thou^^^t  my  appenr- 
ance  calculated  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious  exactions. 
On  this  score,  however,  I  soon  discovered  my  mistake, 
for  on  holding  my  carbine  at  the  "port"  for  inspection 
it  was  no  sooner  looked  into  than  I  was  told  I  might 
consider  myself  "under  arrest"  for  parading  with 
dirty  fir«iarms.  Now,  I  had  cleaned  that  carbine,  as  I 
thought,  until  an  improvement  was  absolutely  impos- 
sible, and  on  being  told  that  its  condition  was  filthy 
and  disgraceful,  my  impulse  lay  very  strongly  in  the 
direction  of  informing  the  gentleman  inspecting  that 
he  labored  under  a  grave  misapprehension,  to  say  the 
least  of  it  I  did  attempt  to  lodge  a  mild  protest,  but 
no  sooner  opened  my  mouth  than  I  was  severely  given 
to  understand  that  as  I  valued  my  peace  of  mind  I  had 
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better  ^  serve  strict  silence,  and  offer  no  parley  or  ex- 
cuse of  h,/  kind.  I  discovered  afterwards,  that  in  my 
haste  to  <^eo  out  in  time,  I  had  grabbed  up  a  carbine 
from  the  rack  which,  unfortunately,  had  not  been 
touched  or  cleaned  for  months,  and  left  my  own,  which 
I  had  so  carefully  cleaned  the  night  before,  standing 
where  1  had  then  placed  it.  I  endeavored  to  explain 
this  the  following  morning  when  paraded  in  the  orderly 
room,  on  a  charge  of  having  connnitted  a  breach  of 
discipline,  in  that  I  did  parade  with  dirty  firearms,  but 
my  explanation  availed  me  nothing.  The  fine  fund  was 
apparently  low,  and  S2.00  was  duly  docketed  from  off' 
my  month's  pay  on  the  score  of  "  stupidity." 

The  duties  of  these  day  gujirds  are  the  most  tire- 
some and  monotonous  that  could  well  be  imposed  upon 
any  recruit.  At  the  end  of  my  first  two  hours'  beat, 
in  the  hot  sun,  I  was  particularly  ready  to  indulge  in 
a  perfect  relapse  from  the  strain  by  the  aid  of  all  pos- 
sible accessories  to  bodily  ease  and  comfort,  but  on 
entering  the  guard-house  this  desire  was  shown  to  have 
been  carefully  anticipated,  and  as  carefully  made  im- 
possible of  gratification  by  the  utter  lack  of  any  means 
in  this  direction,  it  being  part  of  the  duty,  even  though 
not  act'jally  on  guard  yourself,  to  keep  the  mind  and 
body  always  alert,  in  case  of  any  possible  emergency. 
Benches  and  tables  comprised  all  the  furniture  of 
which  the  room  boasted,  and  lounging  in  any  shppe  or 
form  was  an  offence  of  the  gravest  character.  Al- 
though perhaps  (juite  proper  that  this  should  be  the 
case,  I  confess   that   I   lacked  sufficient  military   or 
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other  ardor  myself  to  feel  anytlnno-  but  absolute  dis- 
comfort at  such  surroundings,  and  the  four  hours  be- 
tween the  beats  only  served  to  make  the  business 
more  intensely  wearisome  and  disagreeable. 

Under  no  circumstances  were  we  allowed  to  leave 
the  guard  room  duiing  the  twenty-four  hours.  Our 
me.als  were  brought  from  the  messroom,  antl  not  a 
stitch  of  clothing  was  removed  during  the  whole  of 
this  time,  which  in  itself  rendered  the  situation  rather 
undesirable  than  otherwise. 

These  day  guards  I  believe  are  more  or  less  tlr^  same 
in  military  life  the  world  over,  and  I  have  little  iloubt 
but  what  they  are  as  universally  <letested  as  in  the 
North-West  Mounted  Police.  Their  usefulness  in  the 
police  is  largely  restricted  to  imparting  some  little 
knowledge  of  military  life,  and  not  to  the  slightest 
necessity  which  exists  for  keeping  them  up, 

I  did  a  number  of  them  while  at  Kegina,  in  v^arious 
kinds  of  weather,  and  did  "  sentry  go  "  at  all  hours  out 
of  the  twenty-four,  but  failed  to  discover  one  redeem- 
ing feature  in  the  whole  business,  aside  from  the 
possibility  of  their  usefulness  in  case  of  any  unforeseen 
emergency,  and  the  remoteness  of  any  thing  of  the 
kind  only  served  to  augment  and  emphasize  the  per- 
sonall}^  uncomfortable  nature  of  the  dut}'. 
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TPvRILLIXCjr,  it  will  he  seen,  occupied  but  about  two 
I  J  liuurs  jiiid  Ji  lialt'  of  our  time  each  clay,  the  re- 
mainder heinjj:  fully  taken  u])  with  all  sorts  and  kinds 
of  work — known  as  "  fatioues."  When  nearly  two 
hundred  men  are  living  together  in  this  manner,  with 
any  serious  pretence  at  maintaining  a  state  of  cleanli- 
ness and  order,  the  amount  of  work  necessary  to  this 
end  is  something  enormous,  and  each  man  must  contri- 
bute a  full  and  unstinted  share.  There  were  duties 
regularly  set  ajmrt  each  day  for  this  purpose,  the  per- 
formance of  which  was  absolutely  necessary,  as  well 
as  w^ork  of  a  miscellaneous  character  about  the  barracks 
at  which  we  were  often  put,  much  more  as  a  matter  of 
principle  than  of  necessity. 

Three  men  were  each  day  detailed  as  "  stable 
orderlies,"  whose  duty  it  was  to  look  after  the  stables 
and  horses.  These  went  on  <luty  at  5.30  each  morning, 
and  remained  on  until  seven  at  night.  With  the  num- 
ber of  horses  always  on  hand  and  the  amount  of  mess, 
such  as  only  a  broncho  can  create,  this  was  no  easy 
task,  the  floors  and  stalls  having  to  be  kept  in  a  state 
of  perpetual  cleanliness,  which  re(]uired  an  almost  in- 
cessant as  well  as  skilful  manipulation  of  the  brooms. 
There  were  also  the  nose  bags  which  required  filling 
three  times  a  day  with  a  proper  measure  of  oats,  and 
hung  up  at  the  end  of  each  stall,  and  numerous  other 
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little  ik'tMils  ill  eoinicctioii  with  tho  strict  cart'  of  the 
horses  whicli  is  always  exercised,  made  the  day  at  this 
work  a  paiticularly  busy  one.  The  stables  were 
visited  two  or  three  times  each  day  by  the  Orderly 
Officer  and  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  wlien  any  evidence 
which  indicated  the  slightest  lack  of  diligence  in  our 
work  Vvas  made  tell  against  us  in  a  manner  that  had 
the  efiect  of  making  us  particularly  anxious  about 
having  everything  in  a  perfect  state  of  order  and 
cleanliness  at  all  times.  Otherwise  we  were  liable  to 
come  under  that  much  abused  alternative,  "  arrest  for 
neglect  of  duty,"  with  a  consequent  tine,  aiid  even  im- 
prisonment in  the  guard  house  was  not  of  uncommon 
occurrence  for  any  very  flagi-ant  neglect.  Such  being  the 
case,  it  can  be  readily  understood  how  in  this,  as  in 
other  matters,  no  small  degree  of  diligence  was  at  all 
times  exercised  in  the  purs»i:t  of  our  work. 

Then  there  w^as  the  Mess  Fatigue,  the  nature  of 
which  I  have  already  described  in  my  experience  with 
Dashwood,  and  for  which  three  men  were  also  detailed 
each  day.  Aside  from  these  there  were  general  fa- 
tigues each  day,  and  during  the  time  I  spent  at  Regina 
there  were  few  things  at  which  I  did  not  turn  my 
hands,  tiom  hoeing  potatoes  to  scrubbing  floors. 

It  was  the  sergeant-major's  duty  each  day  to  detail 
men  for  all  work  which  he  considered  necessary  to  be 
done  about  the  barracks,  and  to  tell  ott'  the  number  of 
men  for  each  separate  part.  Cn  several  occasions  I 
formed  one  of  a  party,  who,  armed  with  brooms  and 
sacks,  w^ere  sent  about  the  neighboring  country  to  beat 
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out  prairie  tiros,  wliicli  threatened  lite  and  property, 
and  right  interestinj^  work  this  was.  It  often  re(|uired 
15  or  20  men  so  armed,  and  tlie  most  strenuous  heating, 
before  tlie  progress  of  these  fires  was  st()i)ped,  and  it 
was  a  liighly  blackened  and  disordered  appearance  we 
generally  presented  on  our  return  to  ))ari-acks  after 
these  fights  w^ith  fire.  I  participated  in  several,  and 
can  vouch  for  it  that  the  amusement  is  by  no  means 
exhilerating,  but  it  is  part  of  a  Mounted  Policeman's 
duty  to  respond  to  all  such  calls  for  aid  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  while  it  added  diversity  at  times  to  the  daily 
routine,  it  required  but  a  few  minutes  at  the  work  to 
effectually  wear  off*  what  little  novelty  the  situation  at 
first  possessed  ;  more  especially  if  the  fire  happened  to 
be  in  long,  or  thick  and  dry  grass,  when  any  unneces- 
sary display  of  ardor  or  lack  of  care  was  apt  to  result 
in  a  scorching  not  soon  to  be  forgotten  by  the  unfor- 
tunate victim. 

Another  fatigue  at  which  I  worked  the  greater  part 
of  four  days  lives  vividly  in  my  memory.  The  soil 
in  a  section  of  the  country  about  Regina  is  of  rather 
an  odd  character,  its  sticky  adhesiveness  being  almost 
phenomenal.  Its  color  is  of  a  muddy  hue,  and  its 
comparative  weight  is  abnormal.  Times  innumerable 
it  has  been  unmistakably  demonstrated  that  trees 
planted  in  this  soil  will  wither  and  die  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  and  yet  it  is  wonderful  with  what  persist- 
ency some  people  will  butt  against  the  inevitable  in 
the  hope  of  getting  satisfactory  results.  Orders  were 
received  one  morning  from  the  Commissioner  to  set 
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men  at  work  digging  100  holes  for  some  shade  trees 
which  he  ])roposed  having  planted  about  the  barrack 
square.  Four  men  in  charge  ot*  a  sergeant  were  de- 
tailed for  this  work,  of  which  number  I  formed  one, 
ard  after  carefully  measuring  oft'  the  gi'ound,  it  was 
decided  that  the  holes  should  be  four  feet  deep  by 
three  in  width.  Armed  with  an  antiquated  and  much 
abused  shovel,  which  had  long  since  outlived  all  its  more 
aggressive  qualities,  I  do  not  think  I  will  ever  forget 
my  first  encounter  with  this  sticky  soil.  With  a  most 
grim  determination  and  frantic  digging  it  took  nearly 
an  hour  before  I  had  succeeded  in  making  my  first 
hole  of  the  prescribed  dimensions.  Had  I  been  oft'ered 
my  choice  at  the  time  between  demolishing  a  stone 
fortress  single-handed,  or  digging  tree-holes  in  this 
soil,  I  would  eagerly  have  embraced  the  opportunity 
of  attempting  to  knock  down  the  stone  wall,  and 
would,  moreover,  have  considered  any  other  choice 
most  ill-advised.  There  was  something  about  it 
which  I  firmly  believe  would  cause  the  most  stony- 
hearted director  of  penitentiary  labor  extant  to  shed 
tears  of  pity  were  he  to  behold  his  most  hated  enemy 
consigned  to  the  task  of  digging  100  tree  holes  in  its 
surface. 

Some  men  were  always  fortunate  in  being  assigned 
to  work  in  these  general  fatigues  of  a  less  disagree- 
able nature  than  others,  but  for  my  part  I  seemed 
always  in  the  thick  of  it,  and  if  any  particularly  un- 
congenial jobs  were  on  the  tapis  I  seldom  escape<l 
being  roped  in. 
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Saturday  was  <;onoral  cloanin^-up  rlay  al»()nt  the 
barracks,  wlicn  the  flooi's  of  every  room  were  vigorous- 
ly scrubbed,  the  windows  waslied,  and  thin<jjs  generally 
un<lerwent  a  thorough  and  complete  overhauling.  It 
was  general  inspection  day  as  well,  when  that  high  and 
lighty  in<lividual,  the  (\)mmissi()ner,  donned  the  re- 
ilia  of  his  lofty  ofHce  and  personally  went  the 
rounds.  With  the  aid  of  one  or  two  of  his  officers, 
the  general  condition  of  things  was  mituitely  scrutin- 
ized in  a  manner  which  left  no  nook  or  corner  unseen. 
Not  the  slightest  discrepancy  passed  uinioticed  under 
his  practised  eye,  and  all  offenders  against  order  and 
cleaidiness  were  (piickly  singled  out,  placed  under  the 
ban  of  arrest,  and  made  answer  the  charge  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  in  the  orderly  room.  Various  degrees 
of  punishment  were  then  meted  out,  sometimes  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  offence,  and  sometimes  otherwise, 
just  as  the  humor  of  those  in  authority  hapi)eiie<l  to 
be  susceptible  or  not  of  considering  any  expLination 
which  might  be  offered  on  the  defence. 

Orderly  room  parades  took  place  each  day  it  ten 
a.m.,  when  all  offenders  against  law  and  order,  as,  un- 
derstood and  practised  by  the  North-West  Mounted 
Police,  were  made  answer  whatever  charges  might  be 
laid  against  them,  in  a  maimer  austere  and  formal. 
Fines  were  the  most  frequently  inflicted  forms  of  pun- 
ishment, and  they  langed  all  the  way  from  one  dollar 
to  a  month's  pay.  By  this  means  it  sometimes  occurred 
^o  me  as  a  little  strange  that  this  l)ranch  of  i\w,  public 
service  should  not  have  been   nnich  more  largely  self- 
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supportiiij^  than  is  shown  to  Ix'  the  case  in  tht'  annual 
statement  of  expenditure  on  tliis  account,  l>ut  the 
"  fine  fund  "  was  a  sink-hole,  surrounded  hv  an  ini- 
penetraV)lc  halo  of  mystery  which  it  was  the  privilege 
of  only  tlK)s<^  hi<ih  up  in  the  service  to  know  any- 
thing about.  C'OnHnement  in  the  ouard  house  was 
also  inHicted  in  tlie  more  sei'ious  cases,  when  the  pro- 
verbial ])arti-colored  suit  was  (h)nne(l  foi-  a  s|)ac<\  and 
the  offender  put  at  sawing  wood,  (»r  some  other  (Mpially 
^allin^  occupation,  under  the  escoit  of  some  former 
comj)ani(m  in  arms.  I  esca])ed  anything  of  tliis  kind 
myself,  althouirh  it  was  not  an  uncommon  oe('un«'nce 
to  behold  some  companion  of  tlie  previous  day  bloom 
fortli  in  tfiis  peculiar  uniform,  and  join  the  ranks  of 
the  wood-hewers  for  a  time.  'Phe  thought  of  occupy- 
ing such  a  position  was  by  no  means  elevating,  as  every 
effort  was  put  fortli  to  render  tlu'  duiance  vih^  as  ab- 
horrent as  possible  for  any  iinfortunatt!  enough  to  land 
themselves  in  such  an  unsavory  ]M)sition,  yet  I  was 
assured  by  some  of  those  wlio  had  experienced  the 
thraldom  that  th«'  change  of  i-outine  was  not  without 
its  novelty. 

There  were  some  peculia  •  cases  in  this  direction 
which  it  was  difficult  to  comprehend.  One  man  I  re- 
member well,  an  Irishman  named  McKoystei*,  who  was 
constantly  being  incarcerated  for  some  trivial  offence, 
and  seemed  rather  to  like  it  than  otherwise.  He  was 
always  rebelling  against  his  superior  officers,  with  no 
apparent  reason  whatever,  arid  would  as  often  be  sen- 
tenced to  a  stay  in  the  guard-house,  which  he  would 
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roceivo  with  perfect  complaisance, — with  a  broad  grin 
would  (Ion  the  prison  garh,  and  resunie  work  again  at 
the  w()od-])ile  in  a  manner  that  was  not  a  little  am- 
using. The  humiliation  of  such  a  position  was  often 
pointed  out  to  him  in  the  strongest  possible  language, 
but  of  a  nature  contrary-wise — being  an  Irishman,  as 

1  liave  said — he  see'ned  perfectly  cont<Mited  with  pass- 
ing his  days  in  this  style,  and  as  the  wood-pile  was 
lai'ge  he  was,  of  course,  alwa3^s  welcome  to  devote  as 
much  time  to  it  as  he  pleased.  In  this  sphere  he 
seemed  much  more  successful  than  as  a  policeman,  and 
always  maintained  that  he  had  made  the  mistake  of 
his  life  in  enlisting  in  the  force.  He  was  a  well- 
educated  young  fellow,  of  a  most  congenial  and  light- 
hearted  natui'e,  but  this  peculiar  trait  in  his  character 
was  altogether  unaccountable,  and  the  wood-pile  be- 
came known  at  length  as  "  McRoyster's  Hobby." 
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HE  ainoiint  of  care  given  to  tlic  horses  in  the 
cyj_  North- West  Mounted  Police  makes  any  sickness 
amongst  them  almost  unknown,  and  they  an?  as  sound 
aud  serviceable  a  lot  as  one  could  well  wish  to  see. 
They  are  all  of  the  broncho  breed,  and  thoroughly 
adapted  to  prairie  work ;  an  eastern  horse  Ix'ing  of 
very  little  value  in  this  country.  The  averag<i  daily 
patrol  of  a  Mounted  Policeman  on  o\it])ost  duty  is  sel- 
dom less  than  80  miles,  and  very  often  considerably 
exceeds  this,  and  in  a  country  where  gopher  holes 
abound  to  so  large  an  extent  the  chances  with  an  east- 
ern horse  are  that  he  would  travel  but  a  short  dis- 
tance before  coming  to  grief.  There  are  several 
ranchers  about  the  country  who  breed  almost  solely 
for  the  police,  and  a  broncho  is  seldom  broken  before 
he  joins  the  ranks. 

I  have  seen  on  different  occasions  in  Toronto  and 
elsewhere.  Wild  West  Shows,  and  exhiVjitions  of  rough 
riding  and  the  "bucking"  V>roncho,  but  what  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  while  at  Regina,  when  a  brood  of 
thirty  l^ronchos  were  for  the  first  time  broken  to  the 
saddle,  is  something  which  so  immeasurably  surpasses 
anything  I  had  ever  seen  Vjefore  in  this  respect  that 
the  spectacle  almost  beggars  my  description,  I  will 
en<leavor  to  explain  the  operation,  however,  as  best  \ 
can. 
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The  broofl  which  I  montion  had  been  driven  to- 
ffether  in  a  H?nall  coi'ral,  and  the  first  step  consisted 
of  hisooin^  them  one  by  one,  as  wanted ;  it  bein^  im- 
possible otherwise  to  ^et  closer  than  within  20  or  80 
feet  of  them.  The  man  who  had  chavfre  of  the  V)rood 
was  a  half-bn^ed  scout  in  the  employ  of  the  Ciovern- 
ment,  and  a  rou^h  rider  of  lon^  experience  anrl  un- 
doubted skill.  The  broncho  after  fetilinjif  the  rope 
securely  fastened  about  his  lefijs  or  neck,  as  the  case 
mifrht  be,  would  come  to  an  abrupt  standstill,  and  with 
uplifted  ears,  and  (juiv(^rin^'  in  every  limb  ^/ith  sup- 
pressed a<i^itation,  would  ^aze  wildly  at  the  man  hold- 
ing the  other  end  of  the  rope.  At  each  step  the  man 
would  advance,  the  horse,  on  perceiving  his  object, 
would  pull  hurriedly  back,  and  it  was  along  and  tedi- 
ous operation  before  he  tini'lly  reached  his  side  and 
was  able  to  toucb  the  animal  at  all.  Having  accom- 
plished this  nuich,  he  would  then  lead  him  about  for  a 
time,  taking  what  liV)erties  lie  dared  with  him  in 
order  to  lessen  his  fright  as  nuich  as  possible  at  so 
close  a  proximity  with  man,  until  the  animal  would 
after  a  time  follow  him  with  some  little  degree  of  con- 
fidence. Next  followed  the  operation  of  getting  a 
saddle  upon  his  back.  A  blanket  was  first  of  all 
thrown  over  his  eyes  and  strapped  in  position,  and 
then  one  foot  was  pulled  up  under  him  by  means  of  a 
rope,  and  securely  fastened  in  position,  under  his  belly, 
in  order  to  prevent  his  moving  aVjout  to  any  great  ex- 
tent. Thus  deprived  of  his  sight  and  the  use  of  his 
legs,  the  saddle   was  now  eautiously  placed  upon  his 
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back,  the  ^\vi\\  with  sonio  <litHculty  ti^'litriKMl  up,  and 
tlu!  ltri<ll«'  at'tor  a  vigorous  stru^MrJ*'  was  plact'tl  upon 
his  ht'ad  witli  hit  \n  position.  And  thou  followed  th»3 
ti^ht  Ix'twccn  man  and  horse.  The  half-breed  w<iul<l 
spring  upon  his  back,  tiie  blanket  be  drawn  from  In^'fore 
his  j'ves.  and  his  leff  releasecl.  The  Hrst  movement  on 
the  part  of  tlie  l)roncho  after  finding'  himself  thus  en- 
CUTubered,  was  to  shake  himself — after  the  fashion  of 
a  do^-  coming'  out  of  the  water — expectinjjj  in  thisman- 
nei-  to  rid  himself  of  the  burden  upon  his  back.  Find- 
ing himself  unsuccessful  in  this,  however,  he  would 
tlien  attempt  to  roll,  but  a  vigorous  touch  from  well- 
pointed  spurs  would  brin^  him  sharply  to  attention. 
He  would  then  remain  passive  for  a  few  seconds,  and 
then  wildy  toss  and  twist  his  head  in  a  vain  effort  to 
shake  off' the  bridle.  With  his  head  han^in^  between 
his  fore  legs  he  would  then  remain  standing  motion- 
less in  that  position  for  about  half  a  minute,  as  thougii 
in  deep  and  anxious  thought,  his  eyes  shining  the 
while  like  fire,  and  his  whole  frame  (piivering  with 
nervous  excitement.  Then,  as  a  sleepy  dog  is  often 
seen  to  stretch  himself,  placing  his  fore  legs  in  front 
and  bending  its  back  like  a  bow,  so  did  the  horse,  but 
it  was  a  preparation  on  his  part  for  a  wild  leap  in 
the  air,  which  would  immediately  follow,  accompanied 
by  a  loud  indescribable  snort  or  scream  of  rage.  The 
suddenness  and  velocity  of  these  leaps  was  sufficient 
to  unseat  any  but  a  boi-n  horsenum.  The  half-breed 
was  immovable.  The  animal  after  these  leaps  in  the 
air  would  land  upon  the  groun<l  with  his  four  feet  so 
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Imnchod  that  a  square  foot  woulrl  have  coiitaiiuMl 
them  all,  but  no  Hcwnier  wouM  he  touch  tlie  ground 
than  in  a  twinkh'n^  the  operation  was  I'epeatetl  witli 
eijual  vi^or  and  energy.  ^ 

The  haU'-hreed  remaitied  upon  liis  hack  <hiring  the 
tliis  I'ren/y  of  hucking,  as  though  ))art  of  the  animal, 
and  Kceiiied  to  experience;  not  the  Hlightest  discomfort 
or  anxiety  through  it  all.  The  hroncho  would  continue 
his  "  bucking"  without  the  slightest  intermission  for 
a  space  of  about  ten  minutes,  and  then  with  a  mad 
kick  an<l  snort,  and  his  head  hanging  between  his  legs, 
would  rush  ott' in  a  wild  chase  over  the  prairies,  stop- 
ping occasionally  only  to  indulge  himsc^lf  in  a  spell  of 
vigorous  and  earnest  kicking,  after  which,  with  a  few 
wild  buck  leaps  in  the  air,  he  would  rush  off'  again  as 
though  driven  by  a  hundred  demons.  These  antics  he 
would  continue  with  perfect  e<|uanimity  of  purpose 
without  the  slightest  intermission  for  nearly  two  hours 
when,  cut  and  bleeding  at  the  mouth  and  sides,  and  in 
some  cases  absolutely  ])lind  for  a  time  with  his  own 
rage  and  madness,  he  was  about  ready  to  abandon  the 
fight.  The  saddle  and  bridle  were  tlien  removed,  and 
the  horse  turned  loose  again  in  the  corral.  It  was 
the  fight  of  his  life,  and  he  had  been  con((uered,  and  it 
now  required  but  a  few  more  rides  of  this  kind  to 
render  him  available  for  usefulness,  wlien  he  was  regi- 
mental ly  numbered,  and  taken  on  the  strength  of  the 
force  with  all  due  form  and  ceremony.  Each  animal 
underwent  the  sann;  exj)e]'ience  at  the  hands  of  this 
man,  and  it  was  truly  wonderful  with  what  skill  and 
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luTVL'  LMicli  Iiorsc  WHS  tiiiully  iiuidt'  to  ackimwliMlM^r  liis 
r()iMpl(!t(i  iiia.st<'i*y.  VV^ild  west  <'xliil»iti()Ms  ol'  roiitj^li 
ridin^r  and  the  Imekin*,'  lnonclio,  when'  it  is  only  l»y 
the  aid  of  pistt)ls  discharged  uiuh'i'  the  aniiMal's  nose 
tliat  they  can  ))e  nuide  to  iiidul<^e  theii-  peculiarity  in 
tliis  direction  it  all,  are,  as  I  have  stated,  of  a  natmc 
tar  too  tame  to  )>ear  any  conq)arison  with  the  ;;'en nine 
and  voluntary  bucking  of  a  yet  unbroken  hroncho. 

And  now  a  word  respectin<(  the  halt-breed  who  liad 
cliarj^e  of  this  work.  Louis  was  a  man  of  middle  aj^e, 
of  powerful  though  not  commanding  physiijue,  and 
gifted  with  the  cunning  of  a  fox.  Horn  and  brought 
up  on  the  prairies,  ho  was  certainly  one  of  the  most 
useful  a<ljuncts  of  the  police  in  his  capacity  as  scout. 
In  his  earlier  days  it  was  said  he  had  been  well  known 
as  a  daring  and  extensive  whiskey  smuggler,  plying 
his  trade  between  Montana  and  the  Canadian  terri- 
tories ;  but  when  the  police  came  into  tlie  country  his 
services  were  listed  as  a  Government  scout,  and  since 
then  his  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country  has  been 
of  the  most  valuable  assistance  on  more  than  one  oc- 
casion. Some  years  ago  this  man  and  a  couple  of 
policemen  were  detailed  to  overhaul  a  notorious  horse 
thief  who  was  reported  as  having  crossed  the  line  from 
Montana  with  a  herd  of  150  stolen  horses.  Under  the 
guidance  of  Louis,  the  man  was  "  held  up,"  tried,  and 
sentenced  to  10  years  in  Stony  Mountain  Penitentiary, 
He  was  commonly  known  throughout  the  country  as 
"  Slim  Jim,"  and  it  is  related  how,  after  sentence  was 
passed  npon  him,  he  delivered  a  short  speech  replete 
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with  typical  wt'sterii  pliraseolo^y,  in  wliicli  lie  int'oriii- 
ed  the  "  Jedge"  that  he  ha<l  industriously  t'ollowed  his 
calling  as  a  "Loss  thief"  from  childhood  up,  and  had 
alv/ays  calculated  to  take  his  chances  as  such,  but  to 
l>e  held  up  by  a  former  "  pal,"  and  one  who  had  been 
the  "  slickest "  man,  as  he  termed  him,  in  his  line  of 
Imsiness  in  the  country,  was  almost  more  than  he  could 
stand,  and  while  he  took  the  sentence  very  much  as  a 
matter  of  course  the  thoui^ht  that  Cobell  had  anything 
to  do  with  his  arrest  was  a  bittt-r  pill  for  "  Slim  Jim  " 
to  swallow,  and  his  faith  in  human  nature  became  very 
much  shattered  in  conse({Uence. 


^^- 
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.: 


HE  canteen  was  a  distinct  feature  of  barrack 
life  at  Recrina.  Here  was  afforded  a  liarrnless 
safety  valve  each  night  for  the  pent-up  grievances  and 
complaints  accumulated  during  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  it  was  a  poor  policeman  indeed  who  had  not  at 
his  connnand  a  bundle  of  the  most  stirring  wrongs  to 
expatiate  upon  whenever  opportunity  was  ottered  for  so 
doing.  If  a  man  had  some  startling  disclosure  to  lay 
bare,  or  some  particularl}^  important  information  to 
impart,  it  was  always  reserved  until  such  time  as  he 
could  gather  his  clique  of  friends  about  him  in  the  can- 
teen, wdien,  with  pipes  lighted,  and  "  schooners "  of 
four  per  cent,  beer  flowing  galore,  he  would  unburden 
his  soul  of  whatever  tales  of  woe  he  might  have  to 
communicate  to  those  about  him.  And  there  were  be- 
sides otiiers  whose  time  was  entirely  given  up  to  the 
unsavoury  amusement  of  dice-shaking  for  the  drinks, 
and  whose  capacity  for  imbibing  "  four  per  cent.  " 
seemed  inflnite.  Of  the  latter  class  I  remember  well  an 
Irishman  named  Casey,  a  short,  thick-set  man,  with  a 
perfect  brogue,  who  laughed  and  talked  louder,  shook 
dice  more  persistently,  and  drank  more  "  four  per 
cent."  than  any  other  three  or  four  men  put  together. 
Casey's  voice — a  husky  bass — could  be  heard  at 
regular  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes  above  the  din 
and  roar  of  his  surroundings,  calling  frantically  for  a 
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fresh  .supply  of  beer.  When  he  had  succeeded  in  get- 
ting away  with  eight  or  ten  large-sized  glasses,  or 
"  schooners,"  he  was  a  perfect  picture  of  that  species 
oi  wild,  untameable  Irishmen,  to  whom  fighting  comes 
with  as  much  grace  as  either  sleei)ing  or  eating.  At 
such  times  Casey  was  ready  and  anxious  to  tight 
everybody  and  anything  that  crossed  his  path,  but 
fortunately  he  was  generally  taken  in  hand  by  somci 
of  liis  more  intimate  friends  before  his  aching  desire 
in  this  direction  bore  fruit,  and  led  away  to  his  room> 
to  di'eam  of  the  concpiests  he  had  failed  to  achieve  in 
tlie  arena  of  fisticuffs,  and  by  means  of  (piiet  repose 
gather  strength  and  energy  for  his  appearance  the 
following  night. 

A  man  wdio  was  ever  known  to  sing  a  song,  or 
against  whom  there  lurked  a  latent  suspicion  that  he 
might  under  any  circumstances  be  capable  of  singing 
one,  seldom  escaped  making  his  debut  in  this  respect 
if  he  ever  patronized  the  canteen  to  any  extent.  It  mat- 
tered little  what  the  song  was,  or  in  what  language  it 
was  rendered,  so  long  as  it  was  an  effort  in  the  right 
direction.  I  remember  very  distinctly  one  evening 
when  two  newly-arrived  recruits — one  a  short,  merry- 
eyed  little  Frenchman,  who  had  come  all  the  way  from 
Quebec  to  join  "  Le  Police  Mont<i,"and  the  other  a  raw-- 
boned, diffident  farmer's  lad  from  Ontario — walked 
timidly  into  the  canteen  to  gaze  upon  the  festive 
throng.  Hardly  had  they  crossed  the  portal  when 
they  were  singled  out  and  made  the  unwilling  recepti- 
cles  of  all  the  four  per-cent  beer  gratis  they  were  capa- 
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ble  of  carrying  about  at  one  time  under  their  waist- 
coats, when  they  were  taken  in  hand,  unceremoniously 
hoisted  upon  the  platform,  and  a  song  demanded  of 
eacli.     'rhey,  of  course,  Itotli  stoutly  maintained  that 
the  proposition  was  absurd,  that  neither  could  sing  a 
note,  and  pitifully  begged  for  their  freedom.  The  crowd 
was  mercilessly  relentless,  however,  and  there  seemed 
absolutely  no  way  out  of  it.     Each  must  sing  a  song, 
it  mattered  not  what.     Finally,  under  such  universal 
pressure  their  courage  became  sufficiently  screwed  up 
for  the  occasion,  and  the  little  F'renchman,  taking  the 
lead,  sang  the  oidy  song  he  was  capable  of  remember- 
ing at  the  time,  and  rendered   "  La  Marsellaise  "   with 
an  enthusiasm  so  magnetic  that  the  whole  canteen  was 
seen  ringing  with  the  chorus.  He  was  honorably  acquit- 
ted.    And  now  came  the   young  farmer's  turn.     He 
looked  out  upon  the  audience  in  that  dazed,  half -fright- 
ened manner  peculiar  to  the  average  son  of  an  honest 
rVistic  under  such  extraordinary  conditions,  and,  after 
several  long-drawn  sighs  and  ineffectual  efforts  to  clear 
his  throat,  he  finally  settled  down  to  his  work  amidst 
the   thunderous  applause  of  those  about  him.     I  can 
only  describe  this   "  piece  de  resistence  "    as  a  rustic 
barn -yard  song,  set  to  no  air  in  particular,  but  rather 
embracing  every  tune  extant.     It  was  rendered  in  that 
(juiet,  confiding  style  of  childisli  simplicity,  interspersed 
with  an   occasional   stop  in  the  middle   of  a  word  to 
gasp  for   l)i'eath,  tliat  was   really   too  funny  for  any- 
thing.    The  song  was  a  story  of  a  young  man,  who,  in 
quest  of  adventure  and  a  wider  scope   for  his  many 
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manly  propensities  than  was  contained  within  the 
bounds  of  liis  father's  fields,  had  end)arked  as  a  sailor, 
and  the  son^-,  or  rather  the  chant,  was  a  iiiinnte  and 
detailed  description  of  the  tlunisaud  and  one  thrillin<ij 
and  adventurous  hair-breadth  escapes  of  the  youn^ 
man  during  his  travels  in  almost  <n'ery  known  land 
under  the  sun.  Needless  to  say  tlie  nundx^r  (jf  verses 
in  a  song  of  so  thrilling  a  nature  was  altogether  a 
secomlary  consideration  with  the  unknown  author.  He 
had  apparently  determined  to  dog  tlie  footsteps  of  that 
young  man  in  his  travels  around  the  worl<l  with  a 
description  so  accurate  and  minute  that  any  feeling 
of  constraint  respecting  the  lengtli  of  his  song  would 
soon  become  entirel}'  obliterated  in  the  keen  interest 
felt  for  the  hero  of  his  story.  And  so  tlie  young 
farmer  sang  on  and  on  fov  full  half  an  liour,  when  his 
exhausted  condition  aroused  the  i)ity  of  some  one  who 
ventured  to  ask  how  many  more  verses  there  might 
be.  "  Twenty-five,"  he  replied,  "I've  just  finished  seven- 
ty-five, but  I'll  stop  now  if  you  say  so."  There  was 
some  hesitation  about  this,  however,  for  the  men  by 
this  time  had  connnenced  to  feel  a  little  suspicious 
that  they  had  been  rather  taken  in  by  the  rustic  ap- 
pearance of  the  youth,  who  they  thought  might  have 
merely  adopted  tliisstyh'  in  order  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  ever  being  called  upon  again  for  a  song.  The 
bugle  then  sounding  in  the  l)arrack  s(|uare  decided  the 
(juestion,  however,  to  the  great  relief  of  all  concerned, 
and  the  poor  fellow  was  excused  from  inflicting  the 
remaining  twenty-five  verses  upon  an  unappreciative 
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audience.  Needless  to  say  he  was  never  called  upon 
again,  and  in  this  respect  was  far  more  fortunate  than 
the  little  Frenchman,  whose  son^r  became  looked  upon 
after  a  time  as  one  of  the  regular  "  stand-bys,"  to  be 
given  whenever  the  humor  of  tlie  crowd  might  see 
tit  to  call  upon  him  for  it. 
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X. 

I  T  is  M  general  custom  to  kec])  a  man  at  Regina  for 
^  from  three  to  six  months,  in  order  to  ground  and 
toughen  him  thoroughly  in  the  various  duties  which 
generally  befall  a  j)oliceman's  lot  before  transferring 
him  for  duty  elsewhere.  I  was,  therefore,  not  a  little 
surprised,  as  well  as  delighted,  upon  hearing  my  name, 
along  with  some  others,  read  out  in  orders  one  night 
in  the  mess  room  as  having  been  transferred  to  Maple 
Creek,  or  "A"  Division,  where  I  was  afterwards  in- 
formed I  was  to  go  as  Orderly  Room  Clerk,  the  man 
who  had  heretofore  been  filling  the  position  having 
been  called  to  Regina  on  othei"  duty.  I  was  particu- 
larly fortunate  in  this  matter,  for  I  had  not  as  yet 
been  at  Regina  (juite  three  months. 

It  was  with  eager  expectation  therefore,  that  I 
awaited  the  day  of  my  departure,  and  impatiently 
counted  the  hours  before  my  release  was  at  hand,  for 
the  life  of  a  recruit  in  the  N.W.M.P.  is  anything 
rather  than  a  bed  of  roses.  When  the  time  arrived? 
my  kit  was  all  packed  and  in  shape,  and  when  we 
finally  drove  away  from  the  barracks  it  was  with  an 
ardent  hope  that  T  miglit  never  live  to  undergo  the 
recruiting  process  again.  The  duty  had  been  unmis- 
takably hard,  and  tlie  place  and  arrangements  gener- 
ally but  little  to  my  liking.  A  man  by  the  name  of 
Dawson  was  transferred  at  the  same  time  with  me. 
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It  was  about  10  o'clock  one  raw,  wet  ni^ht  wlieii  wo 
drove  clown  to  the  town  statio!i  of  tlie  })olico,  whoru  we 
had  orders  to  ivniain  until  4..S()  the  following  niorninfj^ 
in  order  to  catcli  the  tiain  westward  hound  passintj 
throujjjh  at  tliat  hour.  Dawson's  delight  at  heing  trans- 
ferred was  unlxjunded,  and  was  manifested  soon  afteV 
our  arrival  in  town  in  a  most  rampant  kind  of  style. 
He  lost  no  time  in  setting  to  work  and  industriously 
plying  himself  with  bad  whiskey,  until  his  identity  be- 
came so  far  lost  to  himself  that  his  own  name  was  some- 
thing far  too  conjplicated  for  intelligent  articulation. 
I  lost  track  of  him  soon  after  midnight,  but  he  was 
foun<l  wandering  al)out  the  back  streets  at  about  three 
in  the  morning,  in  that  wild  yet  entirely  unconcerned 
st^'le  peculiai',  as  a  common  result,  among  those  who 
endeavor  to  take  alx)ard  too  much  of  the  rank  poison 
which  is  sold  throughout  the  Territories  in  the  absence 
of  the  pure  article, — the  universal  relish  for  which 
may  or  may  not  be  the  result  of  living  in  a  country 
where  no  trees  grow,  and  where  In<lians  prefer  to  eat 
dead  horses  rather  than  Government  pork  !  What- 
ever the  subtle  cause,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there 
certainly  is  an  indescribable  something  in  the  atmos- 
phere of  the  North-West  which  very  often  tends  to 
lead  men  into  habits  anything  rather  than  temperate. 

But  to  return  to  Dawson,  who  had  been  brought 
into  the  station  in  the  condition  referred  to :  we  ile- 
posited  him  gently  in  a  corner  on  the  floor  to  sleep  oil' the 
effects  of  his  somewhat  too  boisterous  celebration,  with 
naught  but  his  serge  for  a  pillow.     The  result  of  all 
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thi.s  was  that  when  the  train  arrived  in  the  morning' 
Dawsun  was  as  yet  unable  to  conipreliend  tlie  situation, 
and  despite  our  best  eHbrts  to  arouse  his  muddled  intel- 
lect, it  pulled  oft'  without  us.  This  left  us  in  a  sorry 
jilight,  to  )»e  sure,  and  our  j^reat  concern  now  was  that 
we  might  be  ordered  back  to  barracks,  and  o\n-  tiansi'er 
cancelled.  T))e  sergeant  in  char^  of  le  station  was, 
in  fact,  strongly  bent  upon  taking  thif^  ^'^>urHe  with  us, 
but  we  finally  prevailed  upon  liim,  uSivv  \wq\\  earnest 
persuasion,  to  say  nothing  about  it,  and  allow  us  to 
board  a  freight  train  then  passing  through,  and  get 
off*  in  this  manner. 

Had  I  desired  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  country 
along  the  line  of  railway  for  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  west  of  Regina,  I  doubt  if  I  could  have  succeeded 
better  than  from  the  caboose  of  this  freight  train, 
which  travelled  at  the  rate  of  but  10  or  12  miles  an. 
hour  the  whole  distance.  The  country  loses  its  flat- 
ness a  few  miles  west  of  Regina,  and  becomes  gently 
undulating,  and  at  this  period  of  the  year — towards 
the  first  of  June — presented  a  most  striking  and  beau- 
tiful appearance. 

Maple  Creek  station  was  reached  at  about  thi-ee 
o'clock  the  following  morning,  when  we  w^ere  directed 
by  the  station  agent  to  one  of  the  hotels  in  the  place 
where  we  might  pass  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Ar- 
riving at  the  house,  however,  we  found  the  occupants 
all  evidently  sound  asleep,  although  doors  and  windows 
were  unbolted  and  wnde  open.  Nothing  loath,  we 
marched  in,  in  search  of  what  hospitality  the  place  might 
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ott'ur,  but  despite  uur  eiibrts  tu  arouse  Sijiiiebody  by 
tramping  about  the  bare  Hoors  of  tlie  hotel  in  our  heavy 
top-boots,  we  were  unsuccessful,  and  were  left  alto- 
<^ether  to  our  own  resources  in  providing;'  for  our  com- 
fort, which  we  inniH'diately  proceeded  to  look  after  in 
the  best  way  we  knew  how.  Perceiving  a  dim  liolit  in 
one  of  the  rooms  at  the  far  end  of  the  house,  we  made 
for  it,  and  found  ourselves  in  the  kitchen  where  pie 
makiufj  on  an  extensive  scale  had  evidently  been 
carried  on  the  day  before ;  the  table  an<l  shelves  beino- 
strewn  with  all  kinds  and  shapes  of  pies,  apparently 
calculated  to  tickle  the  palates  of  the  more  fastidious 
Efuests  of  the  house,  but  at  the  expense,  I  fear,  of  any 
whose  dig'estive  organs  were  not  of  the  cast-iron  type, 
Hav'iig  been  fed  mainly  on  tough  beef  and  potatoc 
during  my  stay  at  Regina,  I  concluded  that  a  pie  under 
the  circumstances  would  be  entirely  in  order,  and 
]3awson  promptly  acijuiesced  in  the  proposition.  We 
therefore  proceeded  forthwith  to  punish  a  couple  of 
the  cook's  latest  triumphs  in  pastry,  and  thus  pacified, 
proceeded  to  make  ourselves  as  comfortable  as  possible 
on  the  fioor  for  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

We  had  breakfast  next  morning  in  the  hotel  "  Inter- 
national," after  which  we  proceeded  to  the  town  station 
of  the  police,  from  where  our  arrival  was  reported  by 
the  constable  in  charge  by  telephone  to  the  barracks, 
when  a  team  was  sent  down  to  convey  us  out. 

Maple  Creek,  so  named  after  a  few  scrub  maples 
which  line  the  banks  of  a  small  creek  running  through 
this  part  of  the  country,  is  —  miles  west  of  Winnipeg, 
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nnd west  of  Rrnrjiwi  Tjk«'  all   SIIImII    WrHtcni   Ht'ttlc- 

ments,  it  hoasts  ot"  tlinn;  or  \'<mv  liotfU,  or,  more  pro- 
perly speak in«;',  saloons — the  same  numher  ol'  stores,  a 
couple  of  ehurciie.N.  and  a  few  miscellaneous  <lwellin«^s. 
The  })()lice  harracks  lie  al)out  two  miles  south  of  the 
t(jwn,  and  as  we  a|)])roached  them  in  the  wa^j^'on  on 
our  way  out,  ])resented  a  far  more  im])osin^  asj)ect 
than  the  town  itself,  and  the  few  trees,  such  as  they 
were,  and  ^reen  foliage  alon^  the  creek,  was  a  welcome' 
sight  to  feast  the  eyes  upon  aftei-  the  almost  pei-fect 
barrenness  of  the  countiy  suriounding  Regina. 

We  reached  the  barracks  in  due  course,  and  found 
them  to  be  of  smaller  dimensions  than  those  at  Regina, 
Maple  C^reek,  or,  "A"  Division  of  the  N.W.M.P.,  being 
but  150  men  strong,  all  told.  This  Division  exten<ls 
from  Moose  Jaw  east  to  Medicine  Hat  west,  and  south 
to  the  International  boundary  at  Montana.  There  are 
about  twelve  or  fifteen  out-})osts  or  detachments,  all 
told,  at  each  of  vvliich  are  stationed  from  three  to  eight 
men.  The  remaining  strength  of  the  Division  is  kept 
at  headtjuarters,  so  that  we  found  on  our  arrival  not 
quite  forty  men  in  all  at  the  barracks. 

We  were  soon  assigned  places  in  the  barrack- 
rooms,  and  had  our  kits  unpacked  and  placed  away  in 
regulation  shape  upon  the  shelves.  The  men  at  the 
time  we  arrived  were  mo.stly  at  work  uj^on  fatigu'^s  of 
various  kinds  about  the  place,  similar  in  most  respects 
to  those  which  I  have  described  at  Regina. 

No  sooner  had  I  got  my  kit  carefully  put  away, 
and  donned   my   fatigue  clothes,  than  I  was  broached 
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by  the  onh'Hy  .srr^naiit,  \vln»  {-ynl  iiic  iin|uisitivrly  Tor 
iiioiiicnt.  and  tlicii  told  iiiu  I  was  "  juHt  thr  iiian  \\v  was 
aiter."     I    was   sul»stMHit'ntly  sent  ovoi*  to  the  otlicer's 
(juarters,  where  somo  j^eiienil  housc-ch'aiiin;^  was  j^oin^ 
on,  and   whei'c    it   transpirod   tlicy    wi'if   a   t'ow   men 
short  on    the   work.      Now,  1    had   haidly  anticipated 
resuniin^  work  of  tliis  natnic  at   M;ij)I('  Creek,  havinj^ 
))een  t^iven  to  nixk'rstand  that  I  was  transt'erred   here 
solely    lor    duty    in    the     Suju'rinteiident  s     oHice     as 
Orderly  Room  Clerk,  hut  before    I    had  time   for  any 
serious     reflections     respecting    tlie    matter    I    found 
myself  situated  at  the  wron<^  end  of  an  intenstdy  dirty 
chinniey,  and  literally  immersed  in  a  cloud  of  soot  and 
ashes  which  was  continually  pouring  down  as  the  man 
on  the  roof  kept  vigorously  poking  and  scra])ing  away 
with    a    \oucr   pole.     In  other  words,  1   was   initiated 
at    this    post  as   a  chinniey  ssveep,  a  job  at  which  I 
worked  for  the  greater  part  of  two  days.     Needless 
to  say  I  did  not  consider  this  a  very  auspicious  ush- 
ering  in    of    my    new    duties   as    an    Ordei'ly    Room 
Clerk,  but  consoled  myself  as  best  I  could  by  trying 
to  think  that   I   liad  probably  been  misinformed  re- 
specting the  matter,  and   that  I  was  to  continue  at 
what  is  termed  "  sti'aight  duty,"  or  a  little  of  every 
kind  of  work  each  day,  such  as  I  had  been   doing  at 
Regina.       [    was    next   detailed    for    duty    as    stable 
orderly,  which  was  about  similar  to  that  performed  at 
Regina,  excepting  that  I  was  by  myself  at  the  work  ; 
there  being  but  one   large  stable  and  only  25  or  30 
horses  to  look  after.    The  following  day  I  was  assigned 
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Home  oth»*r  duty,  and  so  on  mcli  succeeding-  day,  until 
1  Hnull}'  nl)and()ned  all  hope  of  ever  <»<'ttint(  the  posi- 
tion wliich  I  had  been  ^iven  to  understaiid  was  tlie 
pretext  under  which  I  had  l)een  transferred  from 
Retrina. 
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I  ^^  '"y  ^^i*«'<'it  sjitislac'tioii,  I   ttiuinl  tli.it  littK*  «)r  no 

^  (li'illiii^  was  doiu.'  at  Maple  Civck,  and  no  nioiv 
(>r  those  iKJiriltle  day  <,niards,  Sunday  eliurch  ])ar- 
iides  and  all  that  tlu'y  entailed,  were  practised  here. 
Discipline  ^^enerally  1  found  was  not  niaintaineil  at 
such  a  hi«(h  concert  pitch,  and  the  relaxation  was  in- 
deed a  boon,  although  duty  there  was  of  various  kinds 
and  in  aiaindance  for  each  and  every  day  of  the  week, 
not  ev<.>n  exceptint^^  Sunday's. 

A  ^'uard  house  formed  i)art  of  the  establislunent 
liere  as  at  Re»-ina,  in  which  were  o-enerally  one  or  two 
outside  indivi(hials  uncU'rooiuu-  a  srntence  of  a  month 
oi'  two,  hut  a  prisoner's  escort  was  considered  sutli- 
cient  for  all  pur))oses  here  without  the  appenda<^e  of 
a  re<>'imental  day  n^uard. 

I  was  detailed  for  duty  as  prisoner's  escort  on  dif- 
ferent occasions,  but  remend)er  one  day  particularly 
when  ap})ointed  escort  over  a  p(jor  unfortunate  Russian 
lunatic,  who  had  Ijeen  picked  up  on  the  prairies  a  few 
days  previously  by  one  of  the  patrols,  and  V»rouf(ht 
into  head-(juarters,  w.  re  he  remained,  pendin<^  his  re- 
moval to  the  in.sane  as^  lum  at  Wiiniipe;^.  He  spoke 
a  little  broken  English  n\  ith  *;Teat  tUfficulty,  and  made 
use  of  it  almost  incessantly  to  harp  upon  some  strange 
tale  of  jilted  atfiections,  in  which  he  and  some  un- 
known and  terrible  woman  were  concerned.     He  was 
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in  a  iiioHt  (IcploraMe  ptatc  {ijonerally,  and  hoing  in  a 
roniew  hat  filthy  condition  bodily,  I  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  surgeon  to  bring  him  over  to  the  hospi- 
tal, turn  the  hose  upon  him,  and  have  some  medicine 
administered.  This  I  did,  but  it  was  a  most  difficult 
operation,  and  it  required  the  greatest  amount  of  per- 
suasion to  induce  him  in  either  case  that  we  were  not 
seeking  his  life  in  cold  blood.  On  perceiving  our 
object  as  to  making  him  thoroughly  wash  himself,  he 
pitifully  begged  us  to  shoot  him  at  once,  or  even  cut 
his  throat,  if  we  pi*eferred  to  accomplish  our  object 
with  less  noise,  "  but,  oh !  meister,"  he  pleaded,  "  do 
not  throw  cold  water  on  me."  The  poor  fellow  and 
cold  water  had  apparently  long  since  taken  leave  of 
one  another,  and  the  thought  of  now  parting  with  the 
filth  he  had  since  that  time  managed  to  accumulate 
about  his  ragged  person  was  an  overwhelming  source 
of  agony  to  him. 

Besides  the  one  or  two  outsiders,  or,  as  they  were 
contemptuously  dubbed,  "  civilians,"  generally  con- 
fined in  this  guard  house,  an  odd  policeman  or  two 
were  generally  suffering  the  consequence  of  some  little 
indiscretion  in  the  shape  of  a  mcmth's  confinement 
with  hard  laV>or.  In  fact  the  usefulness  of  these  police 
guard  houses  throughout  the  territories  would  seem  to 
be  very  much  lessened  were  the  poor  policemen  them- 
selves not  being  continually  made  do  penance  therein 
for  some  trival  lapse  in  discipline.  An  occasional  red 
nan  was  also  picked  up  about  the  prairies,  suffering 
from  an  excessive  use  of  the  much  loved  "  fire  water," 
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and  made  do  penance  in  these  guard  houses  by  the  aid 
of  a  monstrous  pair  of  iron  shackles  about  his  ankles. 
I  was  never  <|uite  al)le  to  understand  the  necessity  for 
this  precaution,  however,  for  the  slightest  display  of 
any  spirit  or  force  in  any  direction  whatever  is  almost 
entirely  unknown  among  these  Indians  at  the  present 
day.  The  spirit  of  their  ancestors  has  long  since  de- 
parted, and  the  civilization  with  which  they  have  come 
in  contact  in  late  years  has  augumented  their  worth- 
lessness  to  an  extent  that  now  makes  "  the  best  Indian 
a  dead  one." 

After  doing  "  straight  duty "  at  Maple  Creek  for 
nearly  four  weeks,  I  was  one  day  unexpectedly  asked 
to  relieve  the  clerk  then  on  duty  in  the  orderly  room, 
who  was  going  away  for  a  few  days  on  leave,  and 
while  here  was  asked  if  I  would  care  to  remain,  my  ser- 
vices up  to  this  time  having  apparently  given  satisfact- 
ion to  those  in  authority.  Needless  to  say  I  readily  ac- 
cepted this  oft'er  of  work  so  much  more  to  my  liking 
than  the  outside  labor  at  which  I  had  heretofore  been 
employed,  and  was  forthwith  dubbed  a  "  pen  wiper." 

There  were  two  of  us  in  the  office,  and  the  duties 
were  about  equally  divided  between  us  The  work  as- 
signed me  consisted  of  making  up  the  official  reports 
of  the  division,  weekly  and  monthly,  entering  up  of 
the  official  diary,  looking  after  the  correspondence  and 
general  orders,  besides  numerous  other  little  details  of 
office  routine  and  senseless  red  tape,  peculiar  to  nearly 
all  government  departments,  and  to  which  the  N.W.M.P. 
is  no  exception.     Our  office  hours  were  from  nine  a.m. 
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until  i'oiir  in  tlio  afternoon,  so  that  it  will  be  seen  we 
were  hy  no  means  overwhelmed  with  work. 

Attending-  stables  twice  a  day  an«l  tlie  care  of  the 
horses  was  a  duty  which  none  esr-apec],  foi-  without 
hein^  in  continual  touch  with  hoi-se-Hesh,  if  only  to 
^room  and  feed  them  each  <lay,  a  nujunted  policemaii 
doincf  })arracU  dutv  would  soon  forget  what  his  callinjx 
really  was.  It  is  the  rej^'ular  aini  i^ystcmatie  car»>  of 
the  horses  which  is  often  all  he  has  to  remind  him  of 
what  he  really  is  in  his  loneliness  out  on  these  prairies 
for  month  after  month,  and  in  many  cases  year  after 
year,  in  the  same  spot,  when  only  the  si^ht  of  an  oc- 
casional train  is  all  there  is  to  remind  him  that  cities 
and  civilization  are  still  extant,  and  that  ev^n  prairies 
have  their  limit. 

I  believe  the  hei^'ht  of  monotony,  unless  one  is 
thorou^ddy  and  systematically  employed,  is  the  life  led 
upon  tlie  prairies,  and  cases  where  men  and  women 
have  ii^one  completely  out  of  their  minds  from  the  awful 
monotony  of  their  surround in<As  are  of  constant  and 
fre(|uent  occurrence.  Msjiecijilly  is  this  th«'  case  with 
former  inhabitants  of  cities  and  towns,  and  emigrants 
from  the  more  populous  districts  of  the  old  country. 
How  one  sighs  for  the  sight  of  a  tree,  or  other  l)reak 
in  the  ever  monotonous  outlook,  can  only  be  known  to 
those  who  have  passed  any  time  in  this  country,  and 
out  on  the  prairies.  Remove  the  possibility  of  human 
company,  and  place  a  man  by  himself  on  these  plains, 
with  a  consciousness  of  his  situation,  and  the  chances 
are  that  hopeless  lunacy  wdll  be  the  result  in  a  very 
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short  time,  so  (lroa<lful  is  tlic  sense  of  loneliness  experi- 
enced under  tliesc  coiwlitions.  It  is  of  course  not  to  be 
understood  liy  this  that  I  inelude  Indians  in  my  cal- 
culation, in  this  respect,  for  their  ferlinji^s  are  altogether 
remote  and  distinct  from  those  of  a  white  man  in  al- 
most everv  wav. 

There  were  a  nund»ei' of  Indians  al tout  Ma})le  Creek, 
of  whom  I  saw  considrrahh;  during  the  time  I  was 
stationed  there.  'I'hey  were  a  miscellaneous  crowd, 
mostly  of  the  Xeche  trihe,  and  a  more  utterly  useless 
an<l  degraded  lot  of  human  beings  it  would  be  difficult 
to  imagine.  Tlieir  chief  occupation  consisted  in  gather- 
i)ig  up  l)utfalo  bones  about  the  prairies,  and  bringing 
them  to  stations  along  the  line  of  railway,  where  they 
received  from  six  to  eight  dollars  per  ton  for  them. 
Besides  this,  they  also  did  a  little  business  in  selling 
butialo  horns,  which  they  would  scrape,  polish,  and  put 
together  in  sijiiic  ornamental  shape,  and  sell  at  the 
station  to  toui'ists  passing  through  for  from  fifty  cents 
to  two  dollars,  according  to  the  degree  of  sympathy 
manifested  on  the  ])artof  the  toui"ist  towards  these  de- 
generate end)lems  of  bygone  romance.  The  proceeds 
of  these  .sales  generally  went  towards  purchasing  a  new 
blanket,  groceries,  and,  when  possible,  tire  water,  and 
toV^acco.  Beyond  their  ti*affic  in  these  buftalo  bones  and 
horns,  an  Indian  does  absolutely  nothing,  or  comes  as 
near  doing  nothing  as  it  is  possibh'  to  iuiagine.  He 
instinctively  (h'spises  work  of  every  kind,  and  abhors 
it  with  all  his  heart.  I  did  see  an  Indian  one  day  so 
far  forget  himself  as  to  indulge  for  a  while  in  a  white 
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man's  labor,  in  an  attempt  to  saw  sonio  wood,  but  the 
effort  was  of  short  duration,  and  a  dismal  failure.  He 
found  it  imi)()ssible  to  keej)  a  blanket  over  his  shoul- 
ders and  successfully  carry  on  the  work  at  the  same 
time,  and  so  aban«lon<'d  h.is  task  with  a^nnit  of  disf^ust. 

There  was  a  cam})  of  some  two  or  three  liundred  of 
these  non<iescript  Indians  about  Maple  ( 'reek,  whoui  it 
was  impossible  to  induce  to  live   u])on   the   Reserves 
and  undergo  a  course  of  training  in  agricultuie  or  any 
other  useful  occupation.      VV^e  used  sometimes  to  pay  a 
visit  to  their  camp  on  Sundays  for  tlie  ])ur[)ose  of  ob- 
serving their  manner  of  living,  but  the  iilth  and  stench 
aV)out  many  of  their  tepees  prevented  a  very  close  ex- 
amination in  this  respect.     W^ith  the  proceeds  of  their 
buffalo  horns  they  occasionally  purchase  a  chunk  of 
meat,  which  they  cut  up  into  minee   and  allow  to  re- 
main in  the  sun  until  thoroughly  dry.     This,  together 
with  tea  and  biscuits,  will  often  form  the  nucleus  of  an 
old-time    "  pow-wow,"    but  their    principal  means  of 
subsistence  was  the   refuse  of   the  settlers   and    the 
police,  and  in  this  direction  there  was  nothing  too  dis- 
gusting for  their  degraded  tastes.     In  walking  about 
their  camp  one  might  see  sitting  al)Out  on  the  ground 
and  calndy  smoking  stone  pipes,  bucks,  both  ol<l  and 
young,  and  the  dignified  mien  of  an  old  buck  so  occu- 
pied, as  he  dreamily  watched  his  s(piaw   performing 
chores  about  the  tent,  was  something  inimitable. 

A  gi'eat  many  of  tliese  Indians  were  the  proud 
possessors  of  ponu  s  .mA  Red  river  carts,  which  were 
used  in  their  work    Oi'  gMthering  up  bones  about  the 
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pniii'ies.  A  l>uck  and  liis  sqiuiw  ^('lu'rally  travelltMl 
toj^'ethci"  oil  such  cxptMlitions,  Imt  it  was  tlic  S(|iia\v 
who  scontLMl  al»<)ut  lor  ^hc  Itoiii^'s,  wliih,'  ht-r  iH)l>ltj  lord 
would  sit  .'ahMly  watching  her  at  work,  with  his  I'eet 
danglino-  over  the  front  ol"  Ills  cart,  never  once  deign- 
ing to  move  a  muscle  or  render  the  slightest  assistance 
whatevei".  When  they  had  tilled  their  cart  with  as 
many  hones  as  it  was  capable  ol"  carrying,  the  buck 
would  seat  liiniseH'  on  the  top  of  the  load,  while  his 
s(jua\v  would  trudge  wearily  along  behind  on  foot. 
And  so  it  is  in  all  their  domestic  and  other  relations, 
the  buck  forever  lookiup'  on  while  his  down-ridden 
Hpouse  performs  the  labor,  and  with  what  dignified  and 
supreme  contentment  they  can  till  this  otHce,  it  was 
indeed  awe-inspii-ing  to  behold. 

An  Indian  court  was  of  frecpient  occurrence  in  the 
})olice  orderly  room  at  Maple  Creek.  The  grievances 
which  were  then  aired  thi-oujih  the  nuMlium  of  an  in- 
terpreter  were  generally  in  connection  with  some  horse 
transaction,  or  rather  their  small  ponies,  without  which 
an  Indian  can  never  be  I'egarded  as  having  I'eaclied 
a  state  of  prosperity  or  success  in  tliis  life.  And  what 
ponies  tliey  were  1  Their  lieight  seldom  exceeded  18 
liands,  and  to  any  but  an  Indian  their  value  wouM 
rank  simply  with  old  and  <lecayed  bones.  To  an  In- 
dian with  a  two-wheeled  cart,  however,  and  wita 
whom  time  is  an  unknown  factor,  these  ponies  are 
valuable  property,  and  hence  the  constant  trouble  which 
exists  as  to  rightful  ownc?rM}iips.  In  airing  their  woes 
in  this  i-espect  before  the  Police  Superintendent,  their 
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cases  were  <j^»?nerally  lieard  iiK^re  with  a  view  of  im- 
partiutr  some  little  knowledge  of  propriety,  and  the 
laws  g()verHin<»-  C(^iiniioii  possession,  rather  than  with 
any  desire  to  inflict  punislnnent  on  the  creatures  foi* 
theii-  unwanton  shortconiint^s.  Thei'c  were  sometimes 
as  many  as  ten  or  twelve  Indians  assemhled  together 
atone  tiuKMn  the  orderly  room,  to  give  evidence  in 
a  case  where  some  misunderstanding  jiad  arisen  in  con- 
nection witli  the  barter  of  one  of  their  ponies  between 
two  bucks  or  S([uaws  of  the  tribe.  Seated  in  a  row  on 
])enches  in  front  of  the  Superinten<lent,  their  names 
were  first  of  all  traiiscribed  on  ])aper  by  way  of  open- 
ing up  pi-oceedings. 

Now,  an  Indian  name  in  English  is  ahvays  odd,  and 
sometimes  pretty,  but  if  evei'  language  i)elied  its  sig- 
nificance, it  was  certainly  misapplied  in  a  most  h  •.'- 
rilile  manner  in  many  of  the  names  possessed  by  these 
degen(  rate  individuals  when  translated  into  the  Eng- 
lish tongue.  Fictui'e  a  hag  of  the  most  repugnant  de- 
.' sription,  with  long  matted  black  !>air,  thick  as  rank 
prairie  grass,  dangling  about  her  shouldei's,  with  small 
liawk-Iike  eyes,  a  daub  of  red  paint  on  each  cheek,  and 
the  append^ige  of  a  tiiUiy  blanket  hanging  about  hei* 
decrepid  p  v'son,  bearing  the  pretty  and  sweet-sounding 
name  of  "  Twinkling  Star,"  "  Dewy  Morn,"  or  "  But- 
terHy  I "  Their  taste  in  this  ilirection,  though  highly 
commendable,  could  hardly  have  been  considered  in 
all  cases  as  very  aptly  applied.  Their  cases  generally 
consisted  of  some  trade  in  ponies,  in  which  part  con- 
sideration, generally  a  blanket,   was  withheld  by  the 
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purcli}i.st'r,wl»<).sf  action,  lor  sonic  sti'un^^r  I'cason,  would 
be  stoutly  maintainc*!  hy  his  cli(|U(^  of  friends,  while 
the  other  would  hi-ino;  his  friends  together  foi*  the  ]nir- 
pose  of  exposiiifv  tlie  fraud.  The  pony  in  the  meantime 
would  often  have  chan<i^ed  hands  attain  in  some  iiiyste- 
rious  manner,  which  would  render  the  i)r()l)in^  of  the 
case  and  thegatherin«^M)f  connected  and  intelliocnt  evi- 
dence a  task  which  recjuired  no  small  <le^iee  of  skilful 
handling.  Once  decided  by  the  Superintendent,  the}' 
would  all  <lo(ijge(lly  accept  the  verdict  as  final,  with  a 
grunt  of  approval  or  otherwise,  and  shurtie  out  and 
away,  until  brought  together  again  iin<ler  similai*  cir- 
cumstances. 

A  favorite  beverage  among  tliese  Indians — an  '■••■wi- 
come  of  their  intense  love  for  tire- water — is  tea  i^nd 
tobacco,  mixed  and  then  boiled  together.  With  this 
they  will  often  hold  a  pow-vvow  of  the  most  hon-ible 
description.  The  effects  of  its  use  can  readily  be 
imagined,  but  a.s  tobacco  amongst  them  is  a  forbidden 
article,  they  are  prevented  from  holding  these  letes 
excepting  at  long  intervals,  for  any  very  fre(juent  use 
of  such  a  mixture  wouhl  most  certainly  extinguish  the 
life  in  their  mivserable  carcasses  in  veiy  short  order. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  however,  and  for  the  great  benefit 
of  all  concerned,  such  a  consunnnation  would  undoubt- 
e<lly  be  a  most  welcome,  not  to  say  beneficial  i-<'sult, 
excepting,  of  course,  to  the  Indians  themselves,  wlu> 
have  an  unfortunate  habit  of  clinging  to  this  life  with 
a  teuiicity  that  is  not  easily'  overcome  by  the  more 
ordinary  atHictionp.  of  humanity. 
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BAllHACK  life  Jit  Maplo  rn^k  was  occasionally 
enlivciHMJ  liy  some  little  eiitertaiiuiient  which 
the  iiicij  would  ^(v  \\\),  when  the  inhahitants  ol'  the 
town  and  surrounding  country  would  he  invited  ad 
lilrUum  to  iiiii'Mi]  and  share  in  the  festivities.  One 
laeniorahle  entei'tainnient  was  ^iven  while  I  was  sta- 
tioned hei'e  in  the  shai)e  of  a  f^i-and  picnic  and  hall. 
Kach  policeman  out  of  his  scanty  jmy  had  subscribed 
about  iivo  dollai's  towai'ds  the  expenses  of  the  occasion, 
and  did  all  in  liis  power  to  make  it  a  jj^rand  success. 
A  couple  of  men  with  horses  were  <l(!tailed  to  scour 
the  country  within  a  i-adius  of  *iO  or  40  miles  for  boys 
and  ^irls  (es])ecially  the  oirla),  and  nothing-  was  left 
undone  to  procure  a  lari;*  and  fashionable  *^atherino-^ 
and  ensure  everybody  a  good  time.  Every  known 
delicacy  about  the  country,  from  canned  ](A)ster  to 
mince  pies,  was  ])r()cured,  and  a  tiddler  from  Retina 
was  brout^ht  on  to  enliven  the  occasion  and  impart  a 
proper  ton  to  th«'  ])roceedinfTs,  Swings  were  erected 
at  the  picnic  grounds,  and  the  barrack  rooms  were 
profusely  decorated  with  tlags  and  colored  hangings, 
and  made  do  service  as  a  ball  room.  On  arrival  of 
the  day,  each  policeman's  uniform  was  in  the  perfec- 
tion of  order,  and  the  invited  came  trooping  in  on 
horseback  and   by   buckbo.ard   from  all    fpiaj-ters.     A 

88 


I 


Life  ill  the  North- West  MotDiteit  I'oilce.         89 


i 


^v\\vr,i\  lioliday  wmh  (leclarc  I,  an<l   i'un   ran    iast  and 
I'u  lions. 

At  noun  all  hands  licadcd  for  tlu'  picnic  <^ronnds, 
whicli  had  Itccn  carcl'nlly  choson  a  c<)nj)lo  of  miles 
(listant  fi'oni  the  barracks,  on  the  hanks  of  tlu;  creek, 
whore  a  patch  of  maples,  had,  in  some  nnaccinitable 
manner,  ^rown  to  compar}j,tiv«']y  respectable  propor- 
tions, and  resend>led  those  of  tlie  proverbial  ])icnic 
;^rounds  not  a  little.  Two  swings  had  been  erected,  a 
few  rnde  seats  constructed,  and  ev(!ry  possil)le  ])rt'])ar- 
ation  made  to  render  the  picnic  a  j^rand  success.  Thirty 
or  forty  souls  were  soon  nssendthid  on  the  o-rounds,  and  ' 
every  effort  was  at  once  mach;  to  entertain  thi;  invited 
f^uests  in  that  pro})itious  style  which  only  Mounted 
Policemen  are  capabh^  of  assuming  when  thus  thnjwn 
in  contact  with  the  fair  sex. 

The  swings  were  the  principal  sourc«'  of  amusement, 
and  they  ven?  used  right  viooi'ously,  eacli  man  strug- 
^ding  for  a  cliance  to  swing  his  young  lady  next,  and 
jiist  a  "tririe"  higliei-  timn  the  one  )iefor<'  liim,  until 
the  buxom  prairie  belles  were  often  in  imminent  peril 
of  being  swung  completely  over  the  top  cross-beam  by 
their  ardent  and  excited  escorts.  This  annisement 
was  carried  on  with  varied  success  for  more  than  an 
hour,  without  any  serious  mishap  of  any  kind,  but,  to 
tell  the  truth,  we  were  all  anxious  fo)-  the  time  when 
we  might  parade  our  guests  befoit^  the  "  grub  pile  " 
which  had  been  provided  for  the  occasion,  and  thus 
show  the  unbounded  hos|)itality  of  our  ideas  in  this 
direction.     We  liad   spared    no  pains  in  this   respect 
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and  for  ourselves  us  well  as  tlie  ladies,  we  were  anxious 
tliatojM'rations  should  coiiniicuce  witliout  any  unneces- 
sary delay.     And  this  desire  on  the  part  oF  policemen 
lon^'  fed  on  (Jovernrnent  rations,  and  wliose  tastes  for 
such  delicacies  as  mince  pies  thiived  oidy  on  the  ha})py 
ivnienihrance  of  the  distant  past,  was  the  most  natural 
thing  in  the  world  under  the  circum.-.tances,  and  alto- 
g(;ther  (piite  ])ardonal>le.     But  while  we  were  seriously 
contemplating' an  onslaught  in  this  direction,a  most  dire 
calanntv  hefell  our  tfatherinjx,  and  <  ur  fun  became  liter- 
ally  swamj)ed  in  a  most  uiK'xpected  manner.     In  the 
midst  of  oui"   jollification  we  liad  failed  to  notice  the 
ominous apptai'ance  of  the  clouds  overhead,  which  had 
become  suddenly  dark  and  lowering,  and   occasional 
drops  of  a  most  [)rodigious  si/e,  such  as  are  only  seen 
in  the  west,  now  began  falling  in  a  manner  which  foretold 
a  deluge  of  a  most  uncomfortable   nature   for  any  on 
whom  it  might  fall.  This  fact  was  soon  realized  by  the 
ladies  present, and  every  conveyance  whicli  had  1  »een  used 
to  bring  them  to  the  grounds  was  now  hurriedly  avail- 
ed of  by  the  dauisels  and  their  escorts  and   driven  ott' 
at  bi'eak-neck   speed  towards  the  barracks.     About  a 
dozen  of  us  yet  remained  on  the  grounds,  however,  and 
our  prospects  for  reaching  the  baiTacks  in  time  to  es- 
cape   the   storm    were    exceedingly    slim.     The    trees 
afibrded  but  little  slielter,  and  the  problem  of  how  best 
to  save  the  grub  pile  was  a  matter  which  gave  us  the 
greatest  amount  of  concern  and  uneasiness.    The  clouds 
soon  opcaied  out,  and  a  downpoiu'  immediately  followed 
which  would  have  done  credit  to  an  Australian  drouth 
of  long  standing. 
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A  siinultfiiu'oiis  holt  was  now  inado  hy  all  remaining 
hands  tor  the  ^ruh,  and  the  onslaut^ht  which  followed 


on  nnncc  pies  and  th«^  other  drhcacies  )»rovide<l  tor  tht^ 
occasion  soon  had   its  etlrct   in   niakiti^  us  utterly  in- 
diH'erent  as  to   thr   weather  nn<l  everything  else.     We 
were  satisfied,  I'oi-  the  tinw  liein;^  at  all  events,  and  if 
the  remainder  was  heyond  salvation,  well,  it  was  cer- 
tainly no  taidt  oi'  ours.      Ir   the  ))ouring  rain  a  dozen 
<>r  us  had   niaid'ully  stood  oin*  ^'round,  and  conscious 
tliat  we  nii^dit  never  enjoy  atiother  pic-in'c,  saved  what 
we  C(add  of  the    wreck   hefore  it  hecanie  completely 
watei'lojfij^^ed.      We  were  hlle(land  satisfied, and  walked 
away  anii<lst  the  still  contiiniinr,^  downpour,  each  with 
a  half  nuuiched  |)ie  in  his  hands,  and  in  a  state  of  per- 
fect ha])|)ines.      We  at  all  events   had  had  a  pic-nic  of 
it,  and  so  felt  that  we  had  to  some  ext<'nt  fulfilled  the 
intentions  of  the  occasion,  which  the  rest  of  the  party 
in  their  hurry  to  ^ct  away  had  failed  to  do.     They  had 
returned   to  the   baii'acks,   however,  in   time   to  save 
themselves  the   dicnchin^  we  had  received,   and   now 
thorou^ldy  enjoyed  the  spectacle  of  our  return  in  the 
bedrajjjgled  condition  which  nmd  and  water  galore  and 
a  tramp  of  two  miles  over  the  prairies  had  the  eftect 
of  producing  in  our  appearance. 

The  pic-nic,  except  to  those  of  us  who  had  enjoyed 
what  we  considered  its  main  feature,  was  not  alto- 
<ijether  a  success.  While  some  disappointment  was  felt 
at  this,  the  main  hopes  of  the  day  had  been  centred  in 
the  ball  and  evening's  entertainment,  and  no  pains  had 
been  spared  to  make  the  barracks  as  attractive  as  pos- 
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H\\)\v  for  tlii.s  purpose.  Tho  floors  liad  Im'cii  tliickly 
waxed,  a  pro^rainine  of  dances  caiefully  prepared,  and 
a  master  of  cereinoiiies  appointed  in  tin;  person  of  an 
enerp'tie  policeman,  whose  vocal  or<j;ans  were  consi- 
dered suHiciently  rohust  to  withstand  the  evening's 
racket.  At  seven  o'ch)ck  th«'  tiddler  niounte<l  his  taV)le 
at  the  end  of  the  room,  and  vi<(orously  scraped  out  the 
jjjran<l  march  (or  at  least  what  was  intended  for  such), 
when  all  hands  sailed  in  with  a  will  that  promised  an 
evcninj^  of  sustained  men"iment. 

Now,  a  Mounted  Policenuni  lias  two  distinct  sides 
to  his  natui'e.  He  is  not  only  a  Mounted  Policeman) 
hut  he  represents  also  his  ])revious  calling*,  or  what  he 
was  liefore  enlisting  in  the  force,  and  viewed  in  this 
li^ht,  the  gatherini(  at  this  hall  was  of  a  most  ])romis- 
cuous  character.  An  ex-sailor,  hut  now  a  policeman, 
mifi^ht  he  seen  dancinn-  at  one  time  with  the  wife  of 
some  well-to-do  rancher,  and  tht;  next  moment  with 
his  hired  ^drl.  1'he  hired  i^drl  mi^ht  l)e  seen  dancin«jj 
a  waltz  or  polka  with  an  officer's  hatman,  and  then 
witfi  the  officer  himself, — the  rancher  with  th"  officer's 
wife,  and  then  with  the  hii'ed  <^drl,  and  so  on  throuj^h 
all  tlie  various  orades  of  what  otherwise  have  been 
termed  social  caste,  until  the  lowest  had  in  this  manner 
come  in  contact  with  the  highest,  and  vice  versa. 

The  fiddler  scraped  out  his  nnisic  on  the  top  of  the 
table,  beatinjj^  time  the  while  with  on«!  foot, — the  mas- 
ter of  ceremotiies,  in  a  static  of  wild  excitement,  was 
ever  heard  alK)v«'  his  surround  in jjjs,  shoutiufjj  out  the 
order  of  ])rocedui'e,  and  all  went  merry  as  a  marria<;;e 
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1  It'll.  Dance  after  dance  was  added  to  the  original  pro- 
graninie,  and  none  seemed  prone  to  call  a  halt.  A 
supper  had  been  provided  in  the  mess-room,  and  the 
morning  was  fast  <lawning  before  the  company  finally 
<lisperse<l  and  left  the  barracks  in  possession  of  naught 
but  policemen  again. 

Did  everyone  thoroughly  enjoy  himstdf  ?  The  (jues- 
tion  was  never  asked  or  thought  of  for  a  moment.  The 
master  of  ceremonies  had  a  throat  so  swollen  the  next 
morning,  that  his  breakfast  was  a  painful  task,  and  his 
voice  was  lowered  to  a  husky  and  labored  whisper* 
The  fiddler  complained  of  stiffness  in  his  arms  and 
shoulders,  and  every  man  of  us  had  so  drained  the 
dregs  of  enjoyment  from  the  occasion  that  we  might 
have  lu'en  the  innocent  objects  of  practice  for  a  purring 
cham])ion  the  whole  night,  and  I  doubt  if  we  would 
have  felt  more  demoralize<l. 

Balls  are  rare  occasions  in  the  North-West  Mounted 
Police,  Vjut  once  taken  hoM  of,  no  lack  of  energy  or 
spirit  is  displayed  in  bringing  them  to  a  successful 
issue,  and  for  downright  fun,  as  it  is  sometimes  under- 
stood, I  shall  long  reniember  this  ball  and  picnic  at 
Maple  Creek. 


I 


4 


^» 


I  have  referred  to  the  vfirious  classes  an<l  conditions 
of  mankind  represented  in  the  North- West  Mounted 
Police,  and  in  this  respect  the  force  was  truly  com- 
posed of  a  motley  crowd.  'I'he  lanks  contained  in 
fact  no  less  a  personage  than  a  real  live  lord,  and  from 
that  high  estate  to  the  very  lowest  there  were  speci- 
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mens  of  nearly  all.  At  Maph^  Creek,  and  in  the  office 
with  nie,  was  a  f^raduate  of  Oxfonl  University,  per- 
forming little  duties  of  drnd«;ery  each  day  in  an  ap- 
parently ])erfectly  contented  inainiei",  and  lus  thouf^h 
the  hall  of  some  ancient  collej^e  of  that  p'eat  seat  of 
Ieai*nin<^  had  n(?ver  known  his  presenc(\  or  heljjed 
mould  one  inclination  outside  his  present  work.  An  ex- 
professor  of  modern  lan^ua^es  mi  an  Ontario  Univer- 
sity, 


al.' 


di 
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was  also  a  memoer  ol  tne  <li vision, 
several  students  of  law  and  me«licine.  In  fact  every 
known  profession  under  the  sun  seemed  more  or  less 
rei)re.senti'd,  harrin^-  of  course  the  church,  and  for  any 
such  who  had  not  entirely  for^jotteii  their  ^^odly  pre- 
cepts, 1  fear  their  lives  would  liavebeen  most  unhappy, 
to  express  it  mildly.  Yoiin^  Kn<jlishmen  of  hi<^h  family 
were  numerous,  and  from  these  lofty  heights  of  social 
eminence  the  ranks  descen«ie<l  to  men  of  the  lowest  type. 
A  more  motley  or  mixed  crow«l  in  fact  it  would  liave 
been  hard  to  tind  anywhere,  and,  as  a  .study  of  human 
nature,  there  w^ere  some  truly  excellent  subjects.  Men 
continue  to  drop  from  their  pedestals  of  earthly  .stand- 
ing from  day  to  day,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  such  places 
and  pursuits  as  this  that  are  steered  for  in  their  per- 
plexity. The  <li.scipline  of  the  force  is  no  respecter  of 
])ersons  in  this  sense,  however,  and  all  were  treated 
alike. 

A  couple  of  months  after  I  liad  been  stationed  at 
Maple  Creek  my  late  friend  Dashwood  one  day  put  in 
an  appearance,  having  been  transferred  to  "A"  Divi- 
sion  from   Re«^ina.      He  was  an  altogether  different 
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fellow,  liowevtr,  honi  wlien  I  had  last  seen  him, 
the  work  at  Ref^ina  haviii|^  very  materially  reduced 
the  size  of  his  corporation,  and  lent  a  most  strikinj^ 
franntness  to  his  general  ap])earance.  Tlu*  estimate  he 
had  formed  of  the  Force  liefore  enlisting  and  after  wtis 
something  he  disliked  very  nnich  to  have  compared. 
Not  that  his  convictions  now  were  insincere  in  his 
fjfeneral  disj^ust  of  the  whole  business,  but  because  he 
had  so  decidedly  misconstrued  the  nature  of  the  life  in 
store  for  liim  as  a  member  of  the  Force,  and  the  nat- 
ural reriection  which  I,  as  his  previous  confi<lante,  now 
cast  upon  his  judgment  in  the  lij^ht  of  reliability,  w»is 
a  source  of  no  comfort  to  him  in  his  present  predica- 
ment. As  was  his  wont,  however,  he  maintained  sil- 
ence on  a  point  so  disttisteful,  and  now  seemed  per- 
fectly resigned  to  anything  that  fate  might  have  in 
store  for  him,  for  he  seemed  to  have  lost  all  ambition 
}is  well  as  any  confidence  in  himself  to  promote  his 
own  w^elfare  after  having  so  blindly  biken  the  step  of 
enlisting  in  the  N.W.M.P.  Aside  from  this,  however, 
he  still  maintained  his  good  nature,  and  in  his  own 
peculiar  st^de  was  as  interesting  as  ever. 


XIII. 


IWAS  on  several  occasions  while  at  Maple  Creek 
detailed  as  "  oft'  man "  to  accompany  the  ration 
team  on  its  weekly  expedition  to  the  outposts  or  de- 
tachments, and  in  this  way  saw  consideral>le  of  tlie 
country  lying  to  the  south  oF  Maple  Creek,  as  tar  as 
Montana.  These  tri])s  involve<l  two  or  three  <lays,  dur- 
injif  which  time  we  generally  covered  a  distance  of 
from  DO  to  130  miles.  Leaving  in  the  moi-ning  at  day- 
break with  a  four  horse  team,  we  would  return  the 
night  following,  or  perhaps  not  until  the  next  day : 
each  detachment  being  supplied  once  a  week  with  for- 
age and  rations  in  this  way.  The  country  througli 
which  we  traversed  was  generally  of  an  undulating 
character,  and  when  the  weather  was  not  too  hot  they 
were  not  unpleasant  trips  to  take.  There  was  of  course 
nothing  whatever  to  see,  and  the  only  break  in  the 
monotonous  landscape  was  an  occasional  pond  or  little 
lake  nestling  at  the  bottom  of  some  coulee,  like  a  lost 
diamond  in  the  glistening  sunlight.  Nothing  but  a 
trail  winding  along  ah  ad  of  us  guided  our  course,  and 
the  ha/y  atmosphere  and  distant  horizon  were  our 
only  surroundings.  An  occasional  coulee  would  now 
and  then  loom  up  before  us  a  little  larger  than  usual, 
and  our  eyes  would  instinctively  rest  upon  it  with 
a  tmngiy  stare  of  relief,  and  a  hope  that  on  reach- 
ing its  top  some  fresh  sight  might  greet  our  view.   On 
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near  }H)])r()}ii'li,  liowcvrr,  tlw  nn<liilati«)ii  wouM  lu'conit' 
so  gradual  that  its  <listant  inagiiitinlr  \v«»uM  l)eeoiiiL' 
iinpercej)til)le,  ami  again  tlu*  vyv  would  eagerly  scan 
the  horizon  for  some  object  on  whieli  to  rest,  only  to 
behold  another  coulee  or  wavy  undulation  the  same  as 
the  foinn'r  in  the  tar  distance.  Mow  utterly  small  and 
puny  one  feels  upon  first  travelling  a  wildernrs  like 
this,  can  oidy  be  know  n  to  those  who  have  experienced 
a  long  o\'er-land  journey  of  this  kind.  One  seems  on 
reflection — if  one  is  given  to  reflection — to  <lwindle 
and  congest  until  it  is  possible  in  a  measure  to  realize 
how  a  mind  at  all  moibid  can  soon  recede  into  that 
state  of  blankness  which  is  nia<lness.  One  must  bring 
himself  up  occasionally  with  a  sharp  turn  in  such  wan- 
derings, an<l  earnestly  cultivate  an  unconsciousness  of 
his  surroundings,  by  application  in  sotne  manner  to 
the  detiiils  of  his  ])ersonality,  if  he  is  to  avoid  this  cal- 
amity, for  otherwise  it  is  an  almost  certain  result,  and, 
as  I  have  said,  is  of  frerpient  occurrence. 

For  ranching  purposes  the  country  south  of  Maple 
Creek  is  insurpassable,  and  this  business  is  extensively 
carried  on.  For  general  cultivation,  however,  the  land 
is  unsuitable,  and  cannot,  «s  a  rule,  be  worked  to  ad- 
vantage. The  Sir  Lester  Kay  Company,  an  English 
concern,  which  sank  large  fortunes  in  their  attempts 
to  carry  on  wheat-raising  on  a  large  scale  in  this  part 
of  the  North-West,  conclusively  proved  that  it  was""a 
failure,  and  are  now  turning  their  attention  in  the 
direction  of  stock-raising,  with  very  good  results. 

Evenings  ott' duty  at  Maple  Cre(;k  were  very  prone 
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t<i  <lrH^al()ii^  ill  nitlicr  tirrsninr  styl«\  •'•inl  Iwirrack  liiu 
generally  was  on  the  wliole  monotonous  an*  I  mieventt'ul. 
OceaHional  entertainments  were  ^iveii  in  the  town,  to 
which  a  I'ew  of  tlie  men  were  sometimes  invite«l,  hut  the 
mostmemora))le  <hiy,  jiside  from  tliat  on  which  our  pic- 
nic an«l  hall  took  place,  was  the  1st  of  July.  J)ominion 
Day  certainly  lost  none  of  its  signiticance  in  havinf]r 
fallen  upon  the  settlement  ahout  Ma])le  Creek.  On 
arrival  of  this  holiday,  the  inhahitants  of  the  town 
and  surrounding  country'  assumed  their  gayest  attire, 
and  inrlulged  in  horse  racing,  in  that  wild  easy  styh' 
peculiar  to  small  westein  settlements.  Kvery  man 
who  owned  a  horse  poss<*ssing  the  slightest  claim  to 
respectahility  duly  centered  him  for  the  races,  and  on 
hare  hack,  or  with  huck  ])oard,  knocked  what  "  go"  he 
possessed  out  of  him  in  a  whole.sonie  and  forcible  man- 
ner. Kvery  scheduled  race  had  from  five  to  ten  start- 
ers, and  was  run  with  a  wildness  an<l  vigor  that  might 
have  involved  life  or  death,  instead  of  a  bag  of  Hour 
or  potatoes,  or  some  otlier  ecpially  tangible  trophy. 

There  are  some  characters  in  this  western  country 
to  whom  no  more  horrible  insult  can  be  ottered,  or  one 
less  likely  to  be  paf-sed  by  unlieeded,  than  to  insinu- 
ate that  there  might  possibly  be  something  in  connec- 
tion with  a  horse  of  which  they  are  ignorant.  Ignor- 
ance in  all  other  respects  theyVill  freely  ticknowledge, 
if  need  be,  but  in  the  matter  of  horsettesh  they  will 
bnx)k  no  questioning.  And  to  a  great  extent  their 
knowledge  in  this  respect,  although  not  based  on 
scientific    research,    is   genuine,    for  there   are    many 
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prairif  l»i't'<|  mcii  wlmsc  lives  arc  pussnl  lor  the  t^n-atrr 
pai't  oil  liorselwiek,  ami  who  certainly  know  and  under- 
stand  tlieir  horses  and  liorseMesh  t,a'nerally  I'ar  !)etter 
than  anytliintr  or  anyone  else.  Tliere  is  als(j  just 
enouti^h  titij^e  of  the  old-tinie  roughness  and  hiwh'ss- 
ness  left  in  niatiy  parts  of  tlie  West  to  lend  no  little 
interest  to  an  ohserverof  present  day  life;  there  heinj(, 
of  course,  many  men  who  live<l  in  the  country  \o\\^ 
]>efore  police  ])rotection — when  six-shooters  were  the 
only  means  of  persuasioti,  and  who  still  letain  this 
sjiirit  to  an  extent  that  makes  them  even  now  "  had 
men  '  with  whom  to  deal,  exceptino-  in  a  very  cautious 
maimer. 

The  c<jw  hoy  or  cow  pimcher  of  the  present  day,  of 
whom  I  saw  not  a  little  at  odd  times,  are  still  a  wild 
and  ivckless  lot,  who  care  little  or  nothing  for  com- 
mon law  or  order.  They  are,  of  course,  perfectly  at 
home  in  the  saddle,  where  they  are  seen  to  hest  ad- 
vanta^<'  at  a  I'ound-up.  Here  their  skill  as  cow  punch- 
ers shines  forth  in  a  truly  artistic  manner.  As  visitors 
to  a  town  after  i)ay-day,  however,  one  can  generally 
view  them  with  a  trreater  decree  of  safety  and  com- 
fort at  some  little  distance,  for  they  are  hi<rhly  dis- 
am'eealjle  characters  with  whom  to  deal  when  bad 
whiskey,  oi' "Montana  red  eye,"  as  it  is  termed,  has 
been  sufficiently  imbibed  to  arouse  their  and)itious 
propensities. 

These  roun<l-ups  take  place  in  the  sj)rin<^  and  fall  of 
each  year,  when  the  cattle  which  have  been  ran^in^ 
at  lar^e  over  the  prairies,  ai"e  all  brou«^ht  together  and 
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iv-l)nin<l«'«l  liy  tlicir  rt'sprctivr  owiuts.  To  ^«t  them 
to^i'tluT  lur  tlu^  ])uriKjH(',  \H  a  tji.sk  wliicli  nrtcii  involvos 
weeks  oi'  lianl  ri<lin^  ami  scouting,  ami  the  in'andin;;' 
of  them  is  a  «litrKMilt  as  well  as  an  interest! n<,^  opera- 
tion. Stren":tli  an«l  nerve  in  al»un<lanc*e  are  neeessarv 
in  snccessfnllv  earrN'ini;  it  out,  ami  it  rtMiuires  a  cow 
Itoy  ol'  no  mean  skill  to  "  flooi' "  an  animal,  ami  keep 
him  ^ruun«le(l  until  the  hnuulin^  iron  has  been  aj)- 
plied.  This  <h>ne  they  are  attain  turned  loose  to  wan- 
der at  their  own  sweet  will  over  the  prairies,  and  feed 
upon  ^rass  where  they  can  find  it  thickest  an<l  most 
to  their  likin«,'. 


I  cannot  conclude  these  short  sketches  of  life  in  the 
North-West  Moiuited  I*oIice  with  a  feeling  of  having 
done  tliis  matter  justice  without  attempting;  to  l>rietly 
outline  one  or  two  of  those  characters  of  which  Maple 
C'reek  boasted,  and  who,  to  a  certain  extent,  imparted 
a  distinct  color  or  shade  to  the  sphere  of  life  in  which 
fickle  fortune  had  located  them  : — 

"  Paunchy,"  the  Baker,  the  Patriarch  of  the  Division, 
wjis  a  certain  policeman  with  ten  years  of  .service  in  the 
force  at  his  back.  He  had  been  born  in  a  baker's  shop, 
had  baked  pretty  n»uch  all  over  this  continent,  and 
had  tinall}'  baked  himself:  as  it  were,  into  the  ranks  of 
the  police.  He  was  a  man  on  the  wronj^j  si<le  of  fifty, 
of  medium  height  and  somewhat  indefinite  propor- 
tions, antl  with  a  look  of  chronic  mournfulness  de- 
picted in  his  face,  that  might  have  indicated  a  life  into 
which  more  than  one  man's  share  of  .sorrow  had  crept. 
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He  had  remained  sin;,de  all  his  life:  his  simple  nature 
never  liavin^  risked  incun'in^^Mlic  responsihility  ineum- 
hent  upon  a  state  of  matrimony,  although  it  was  hinted 
at  times  that  "  I'aunehv  "  in  a  monijd'ullv  nuiet  hut 
very  etiective  way  was  heeomin<^'  unusually  attentive  to 
theconunandin;,M)tlieer's  cook,  .lust  what  his  intentums 
or  desi^fus  were  in  this  direction,  liowever,  no  one  could 
(piite  decipher.  Paunchy  had  lived  too  lon<r  to  take  itjtn 
his  confi<lence  the  youn^^er  IVy  ahout  him,  and  main- 
tained a  <liscreet  silence  reirardiniif  himself  and  his.iM'airs 
fjenerally.  Paunchy's  do^^,  a  cross  hetween  a  coyotte 
and  a  coule,  was  his  principal  companion.  The  doe's 
name,  stran<.^e  to  say,  was  I'aunchy  also, and  this  often 
led  to  heated  discussions  anion^  the  men  as  to  whether 
the  dofir  was  named  after  him,  or  he  after  the  do(r 
Home  were  cruel  enou<^di  to  maintain  the  latter  to  he 
the  case,  whereU})on  Paunchy  the  Jiaker  wouM  ^ive 
vent  to  liis  ire  in  a  most  rampant  an<l  surprising  style 
for  one  of  so  mournful  a  mien.  Paunchy  had  been 
youn^  once,  and  liad  knocked  about  the  world  not  a 
little  in  liis  younger  days,  but  Ids  extensive  experi- 
ence, sad  to  relate,  liad  ])een  mostly  confined  to  l)ake 
shops.  Paunchy  and  the  bake  sliop  were  synonimous 
terms.  One  was  incomplete  without  the  otiier 
Paunchy  outside  the  bakery  was  a  tish  out  of  water. 
The  bakery  without  Pauncliy  was  no  bakery. 

Such  a  nian  was  our  baker.  A  sim])le,  kindly  old 
fellow,  harmless  as  a  kitten,  and  always  ^oiiif;  about 
his  business  in  a  slow,  steady  fashion  peculiar  to  him- 
self. 
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NtMl,"   the   limn   on   whom   small 
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.Nrd  was  tlir  commandni;;"  oMrmts  tcanisl*  r,  and  wliat 
lie  didn  t  know  altoiit  lumdlin;^  tlw  I'iljlions  and  kcrjj- 
in^'  Ills  liorsi's  in  tip  top  conjlition,  as  well  as  Ins  liar- 
ncHs  and  vdiiclcs  as  l»ri;;lit  as  a  new  dollar,  tlicic  was 
no  man  livin;;;  conld  teach  Inni.  Svi\  never  liad  mncli 
to  say  aliout  it,  liowevei',  hut  he  knew  liis  l)iisiness  per- 
t'cetly  just  the  same.  'I'he  "  Old  man,"  as  he  termeil 
tlu'  connnandinn-  otlicci',  liked  Ned,  and  Xe<|  liked  the 
connnandin^  oHieer,  and  his  existence  in  conseipience 
was  oi'  rather  a  smooth  and  uninitiled  natui-e.  He 
occasionally  soiinlit  solace  in  a  hottle  ol'  whiskey, 
when  it  transpired  that  X(m1  was  a  tighter  of  no  mean 
merit,  hut  the  best  ol'  men  will  do  that  at  times. 

I  never  looked  at  "  Fatty,"  the  commanding-  otlicer's 
liatman,  hut  a  sndle  f(ot  the  better  of  me.  In  aj)pear- 
ance,  he  was  to  my  mind  an  excellent  counterpart  of 
Dickens'  t'at  boy  in  Pickwick  Pa})eis.  What  "  Katty'' 
didn't  know  about  shining  apairol'  to})  boots,  bui'nish- 
in^s])urs,  or  packin^r  the  C  O.'s  kit,  like  Ned,  no  one 
could  teach  him.  "  Fatty's"  boyish  face  rather  belit'd 
hin»,  however,  for  inyeai's  he  was  on  the  wrono-  side 
of  :U),  and  the  proverbial  equanimity  of  fat  contentment 
with  which  such  faces  as  his  are  invariably  suffused 
became  clou<led  o'er  at  times  with  a  most  rampant  and 
staunnering  outburst  of  righteous  rage  when  things 
didn't  go  exactly  right  in  "  Fatty's"  sight.  At  all 
other  times,  however,  he  was  the  personification  (>f  per- 
fect and  apparently  unrutl'able  good  humor.  '•  Fatty  "» 
weighed  2'20  pounds  stripped. 
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"  l'u<l<ly  '  was  till'  l>\in;|('rat  Map!*'  ('r»'rk.  Sti-ani,'!' 
UH  it  inav  seem  Ikp  oiir  luaiiiiir  a  iiaiiic  u  liicli  iiivari- 
al>lv  iinlicatrs  IlilM-iniaii  rxtractioii.  I'aiMv  was  a 
Krciiclnnaii,  aii<l  a  Parisian  tit  tliat.  He  was  an  (i<|«| 
little  rnnt  of  a  rrllow.  with  a  most  aristocratic  nionM 
(»r  countenance,  and,  as  nii^lit  Itc  cx|)cctcd,  was  at  all 
times  as  cockv  '"s  a    l>antani    rooster.     To   watcli   liini 

■ 

walUin;^"  across  tlic  l)arracl\  S(|Uare  was  to  woiidei-  how 
so  niuch  sell'  ini])()rtance  could  l)e  contained  in  so  small 
a  compass.  Hut  "  Vaddv  s  "  conceit  was  not  alto'^ether 
empty.  Small  as  he  was  in  statur*',  it  was  a  mistake  to 
.suppose — a«,'ain  likening' liim  to  a  hantam  rooster— that 
lie  was  afraid  to  tackle  anvthinii"  IVom  his  own  s'v/.v  to 
a  I'ull-erown  turkey  cock.  "  I'addy  "  had  heen  known 
to  whip  some  )>retty  hi^-  men,  too,  and  to  this  fact  he 
took  tVe(|Uent  occasion  to  I'ei'ei',  in  his  own  peculiar 
style,  and  with  undiso-uiscd  i*e«'linos,  of  the  greatest  sat- 
isfaction, which  went  to  swell  "  I'addy's"  pi'ide  not  a 
little. 

In  presenting- the  fore^oin^'  outline  ol  a  hiicf  indi- 
vidual experience  in  the  I'anks  of  the  Noith-WCst 
Mounted  Police,  it  is  impossible  to  con\ey  anytliin<»- 
like  a  correct  or  ade(puite  idea  as  to  the  ^cDeral  chai*- 
acter  of  the  force  itself  and  the  nature  of  the  work  it 
performs,  an<l  for  this  reason  it  may  he  as  well  to  en- 
umerate a  few  of  the  more  important  duties  of  Mounted 
Policeman.  From  the  nature  of  tlu'  service  it  can  ho 
reailil}^  understood  how  nunieious  and  distinct  these 
nnisthe.  In  fact,  the  exi)erience  of  no  two  men  in  the 
force  can   he  said  to  be  (juite  alike  excepting,  perhaps 


104       Life  in  the  North-West  Mounted  Police. 

tliat  part  wliich  comes  under  the  liead  of  recruiting. 

Of  the  numerous  (hities  for  which  Mounted  Police- 
man may  be  called  U})on  to  perform,  there  may  be 
mcntioiKMl  those  men  who  are  stationed  alon^'  the  line 
of  railway  IVom  Manitol)a  as  far  west  as  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  for  the  purpose  of  searching  trains  for 
licjuor  and  smugghMl  goods.  Jn  most  cases  these  men 
also  pel-form  tlie  duties  of  town  constaV)les  in  the 
places  where  they  are  stationed.  Then  again  there 
is  a  detachment  of  men  located  at  Enjerson,  Manitoba, 
who  perform  the  duties  of  Customs'  officials  at  that 
point,  as  well  as  town  constables.  During  the  sunnner 
another  detachment  does  duty  on  Lake  W^innipeg,  and 
Uw  this  service  tlie  ranks  of  the  police  are  seldom 
without  some  experienced  ex-sailors,  who  are  avail- 
able for  this  pui'pose. 

The  primary  duty  of  the  police,  however,  is  to  main- 
taia  order  amongst  the  Indians,  suppress  illegal  liquor 
traffic,  and  guaivl  the  interests  of  the  settlers  through- 
out the  Territories,  and  for  this  purpose  a  regular  and 
extensive  system  of  patrols  exists  throughout  Assiniboia, 
Alberta,  Saskatchewan  and  Southern  Manitoba.  The 
hardiest  men  are  chosen  for  this  work,  for  the  rides 
are  often  long  and  hard,  and  life  in  a  log  shack  on  the 
prairies  is  not  the  most  luxurious  thing  in  the  world. 
In  the  early  days  of  the  police  these  "  riders  of  the 
plains  "  used  often  to  meet  with  adventures  of  a  more 
or  less  interesting  nature,  but  patrols  at  the  present 
day  are  seldom  interrupted  by  any  very  serious  ob- 
stacles.     Whiskey  smugglers  are  the  chief  offi^nders, 
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but  tliese  seldom  offer  much  resistance  wlien  detected. 
A  liorse  thief,  when  cauf^lit  red-lianded,  liowever,  is  a 
man  to  be  approaclied  with  a  good  deal  of  caution,  for 
the  offence  generally  nueans  10  or  15  years  imprison- 
ment, although  this  class  of  individuals  is  becoming 
more  scarce  every  year. 

The  North-West  Mounted  Police  numbers  1,000 men 
at  full  strength,  and  is  comj)osed  of  seven  different 
divisions,  with  headquarters  at  Regina,  Maple  (Jreek, 
Calgary,  Leithbridge,  Edmonton,  Batoche  and  Prince 
Albert.  The  pay  of  a  policeman  is  50  cents  per  diem 
for  the  first  year,  and  five  cents  additional  as  good  con- 
duct pay  for  each  following  year.  Mechanics,  trades- 
men and  clerks  receive  25  cents  a  dav  extra  while  on 
duty  as  such. 

Every  man  whose  name  appears  on  the  pay  roll  of 
the  North-West  Mouhted  Police  must  be  a  member  of 
the  force,  and  when  it  is  considered  that  hardlj'  a  dol- 
lar is  spent  on  outside  labor,  either  skilled  or  other- 
wise, it  will  be  understood  what  a  little  world  in  itself, 
or  rather  a  number  of  little  worlds  (each  division 
practically  representing  one)  are  contained  within  the 
force. 


\IV. 

^J\  'r  tin'  nid  ()('  I'our  inontlis"  life  jit  M}i])l('  Creek,  .-md 
X^  '"^ix  <'il1  told  in  the  ])()lii'(\  1  luid  so  siijijx'd  nuitters 
tliat  I  was  al»le  to  j)ro('uiv  my  diseliar^'e  IVoiii  tlie  i'oirc 
l>y  ]>urc'lias(\  and  l>id  t'aivNveli  to  a  Imsincss  which  pos- 
sessi'd  but  few  attractions  I'oi'  nic,  and  one  whicli 
I  liked  l)ut  little.  I  had  made  the  ac(Hiaintanct>.  duvin^- 
the  six  months,  oi'  manv  o'ood  fellows  with  \\  hom  it 
was  not  pleasant  to  ])art,  and  whom  it  will  always  he 
a  pleasiM'e  to  remembei".  'Vhv  sujHM'intendent  of  "  A  " 
Division,  in  whose  oHice  I  worked  foi*  about  three 
months,  was  a  thorou<»h  o-entleman  in  his  treatment  of 
the  nu'n,  which  was  at  all  times  manly,  consi(h>rate  and 
impartial.  A  number  of  the  otficers  with  whom  I  canu^ 
in  contact  here  and  elsewhere,  however,  were  men  of 
an  indifferent  stamp,  whose  (pialities  in  the  outside 
world  would  commend  them  but  little  in  any  respect- 
able society.  More  esiiecially  amontr  the  non-commis- 
sioned  otHcers,  was  this  the  case.  "Put  a  beiXffiir  on 
horse-back."  etc.,  is  a  proverb  which  mi^'ht  very  aptly 
have  been  ap]>lied  to  a  i^reat  many  of  them.  But  by 
far  the  finest  characters  of  all  were  to  be  found  in  the 
ranks  amono-  the  men,  and  this  it  is  that  luis  o-ivon  the 
North- West  Mounted  Police  a  name  and  reputation 
as  containino-  a  class  of  men  considerably  abose  the 
averao-e,  which  the  i<;'norant  snobbishness  of  many  of 
its  officers  does  nothing  to  auoinent. 
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My  Itrirl'  cx])*  ricncj' as  aTncinlH'i'of  (';ma<la's  North- 
West  Mouninl  lN)lic<'  Ix'iii;;'  now  a  iliinn-  of  tlic  pMst, 
ii!m<^^lit  liiit  the  n()I(l,.n  I'lituir  now  lay  hrl'orc  nic,  rc- 
s))l('ii(l(')it  ill  nil  its  infinite  ])ossiliiliti('s  I'oi'  heroic 
aehie\'eiiients,  such  as  we  sonietinies  I'oolisliK'  allow 
ourselves  to  wistfully  conteiiiplate  as  within  our  eei'- 
ta  11  reach.  As  a  matter  ol"  fact,  however,  I  lel't  the 
police  in  jH'  tty  much  the  same  sh}i|>e.  as  I  enlisted, 
having  harely  enoiiL(li  iiion  'y  with  which  to  ])ay  my 
Tare  to  \Vinnii)e<(,  towards  where  I  now  turned  my  t'ac(\ 
It  was  my  intention  after  arri\inn;  then-  to  [)roceed 
south  and  cross  the  border  into  Hncle  Sam's  domains, 
Imt  how  M'cll  1  succeeded  in  this  will  ])e  shown  anon. 

I  reached  Winnipeg*  in  tlue  course,  and  after  niinain- 
iii<.^  here  a  couple  of  days,  1  found  myself,  as  mi«4ht 
have  l)cen  antici])ated,  stranded  hio;h  and  i\vy.  After 
my  former  e.\])erieiice  in  this  city,  the  future  now  took 
on  an  ominous  appearance,  wdiich  made  me  not  a  little 
anxious  respectin«^  my  immediate  pros[)ects  and  well- 
fare.  Employ iiient  I  soon  discovere<l  to  be  scarce,  and 
that  ]wculiar  feeling  termed  "  down  in  the  mouth," 
notwithstanding  every  effort  to  cast  it  aside,  f^^ot  a  very 
strong  hold  upon  me  about  this  time.  T  scoured  the 
town  again  in  quest  of  work,  l)ut  again  without  suc- 
cess, and  became  at  length  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
economizing  in  current  expenses  by  g(,'tting  along  with 
two  meals  a  day  instead  of  three.  This  was  a  sacrifice, 
wdiicli,  needless  to  say,  I  felt  not  a  little  keenly,  indi- 
catiuir  as  it  did  a  condition  of  affairs  to  which  I  could 
no  longer  shut  my  eyes,  and  which  was  by  no  means 
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comforting  to  contemplate  or  (Ivvell  upon  at  any  length. 
This  state  of  affairs,  liowever,  if  it  is  my  sad  duty  to 
record  liorein,  continued  for  a  space  of  nearly  two 
weeks,  and  is  one  I  would  stron<^ly  recommend  as 
highly  undesii-able  for  any  who  may  be  curious  to 
know  just  how  they  mif(ht  manipulate  matters  under 
similar  circumstances.  In  the  natural  order  of  events 
I  disposed  of  the  <^reater  j)art  of  my  personal  effects, 
and  by  this  means  helped  tide  over  a  rather  desperate 
period  in  my  experience.  And  3'et,  strange  to  say,  1 
came  in  contact  with  many  young  fellows  whose  con- 
dition was  little  better  than  my  own  in  this  respect, 
and  in  whose  company  T  passed  many  gloomy  liours 
with  naught  but  philosophy  and  a  clay  pipe  as  a  solace 
and  comfort. 

A  young  fellow,  an  (!X-mend)er  of  the  North-West 
Mounted  Police,  whose  ac(]uaintance  I  made  while  in 
these  interesting  straits,  and  who  at  one  time  had  under- 
gone a  somewhat  similar  experience  himself,  proffered 
his  advice  in  a  very  confidential  and  touching  manner, 
as  to  the  best  method  to  pursue  in  order  to  successfully 
pull  along  on  1 0  or  15  cents  per  diem.  He  knew  of  a  place 
he  said,  where  an  extraordinary  large  mutton  pie  and  a 
huge  cup  of  coffee  could  be  had  for  the  sum  of  five 
cents,  and  another  where  a  tremendous  bowl  of  soup — 
that  was  both  meat  and  drink — could  be  had  for  the 
same  amount,  all  of  which  information, however,  afford- 
ed me  but  little  genuine  comfort.  He  was  truly  sym- 
pathetic, however,  and  furnished  me  with  a  latch  key 
to  his  room,  which  he  bade  me  use  whenever  I  wished 
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SI  ([uit't  retreat,  and  which  he  insisted  I  should  sliare 
witli  liini  nntil  on  my  feet  ajj^ain.  Here  I  cjenerally 
spent  my  evening's  after  the  day's  fiuitless  efforts  in 
in  searcli  of  work. 

Forbes  was  a  clever  younj»;  Scotchman,  hi<rhly  con- 
nected at  home,  but  a  scapegrace  son  who  had  been  ban- 
islied  to  western  Canada,  as  a  country  a(fordin<^  every 
scope  for  his  wild  tendencies.  He  numbered  amon^  his 
friends  several  characters  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature 
to  himself,— some  of  whom  were  ekinf^  out.  a  scanty 
livin<^  as  clerks,  and  others  whose  friends  in  the  old 
country  provided  sufficient  means  through  a  lawyer, 
with  which  to  pay  for  their  board  and  clotiies.  '^Phese 
proud  and  penniless  individuals,  whom  it  was  impos- 
sible to  induce  to  work  for  their  living,  would  assemble 
in  young  Forbes'  room  each  evening  to  chat,  smoke, 
play  cards,  and  compare  notes  generally  as  to  their 
earthly  progress.  For  those  who  were  endeavoring 
to  make  their  living  I  entertained  a  rather  sympathetic 
regard,  but  towards  the  others  I  could  feel  nothing  l)ut 
disgust.  They  always  formed  a  merry  party,  however, 
and  for  a  time  I  would  banish  <lull  care  to  the  winds 
when  in  their  company,  and  help  build  their  bright 
castles  in  Spain.  Once  in  a  very  great  while  one  of  the 
party  would  announce  himself  as  the  proud  possessor 
of  25  cents,  to  the  unspeakable  amazement  of  all  con- 
cerned. This  would  be  immediately  followed  by  his 
disappearance  out  the  door  with  a  pitcher,  and  hi,s 
subsequent  return  in  a  few  moments  with  the  same 
well-tilled  with  beer.  Always  a  harndess  quantity  when 
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distributed  {iiiiongst  us  all,  it  often  had  the  ett'eet,  how- 
ever, of  lending  a  little  animation  to  the  conversation 
wliich  it  nii^ht  otherwise  have  hicked,  as  well  as  the 
disclosure  of  some  interesting"  facts  concernin<ij  those 
present. 

Youn<T^  Forbes  was  the  son  of  a  wealthy  land- 
owner in  the  north  of  Scotland,  handsome  and  clever 
but  a  wild  youn^  rake  who  had  scjuandered  thou- 
sands in  riotious  livino"  since  bis  advent  into  the 
countiy.  He  had  travelled  extensively  throuohout 
the  United  States,  Mexico,  au'l  Central  America,  and 
his  conversation  was  at  times  replete  with  most  in- 
teresting anecdotes  of  his  wanderings  through  these 
countries.  He  was  a  particularly  well  read  young 
fellow,  ever  light-hearted  and  hopeful,  and  a  boon  com- 
panion. Another  of  the  cli([ue  was  the  son  of  a 
CJeneral  in  the  Imperial  Service, — a  young  fellow  of  a 
most  lordly  mien, — while  the  others  were  all  characters 
of  a  more  or  less  uni(|ue  nature.  True,  they  were 
mostly  rakes,  but  after  all  a  rake  is  not  without  his 
good  points  in  many  cases,  although  connnoidy  accord- 
ed few  by  the  orthodox  judges  of  human  character  and 
conduct  at  the  present  day. 

The  manner  of  living  above  outlined  was  a  source 
of  little  comfort  to  me,  and  I  therefore  redoubled  my 
efforts  to  tind  employment  of  some  kind.  I  was  fin- 
ally rewarded  one  day  by  incidentally  hearing  of  a 
vacancy  in  the  freight  offices  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Ry.,  to  where  I  straightway  started  in  order  to  see 
what  there  might  be  in  it,  not  a  little  hopeful  that  a 
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speudy  solution  of  1113'  «litHcu)ty  was  now  iii  hand.  On 
further  entiuii'v  \  found  tluit  tlie  frciii'lit  aijfont  ifuix  in 
nec(l  of  some  temporary  liel))  in  his  dcpai'tnicnt,  and  I 
tlierefoi'e  lost  no  t  nie  in  pi-esentin^-  my  hcst  eonipli- 
njents  to  that  ^ontlenian  and  ae<|Uaintin<;-  him  with 
the  object  of  my  visit.  As  a  result,  and  to  my  iiiHnite 
delight,  my  services  were  en<^a<j^ed  as  a  temporary 
hand  in  his  office,  but  on  the  understandinu;  that  the 
employment  mi^ht  last  but  two  or  three  weeks,  or 
])ei'hai>s  a  little  lon<(er.  In  my  eai(erness  to  o-et  some- 
thino-  to  <lo  which  would  enable  me  to  kecj)  alloat,  it 
mattered  little  to  nie  at  the  time  what  it  was  or  how 
loni£  it  mii»-ht  last.  It  was  sufficient  to  know  that  I 
was  now  en<j;a<>-ed  by  him  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and 
a  half  [)er  day,  and  that  I  mi<rht  now  enjoy  the  luxury 
of  three  S(|uare  meals  a  <lay  once  more.  In  tlie  course 
of  an  experience  which  it  had  been  my  lotto  un<ler^o, 
a  dollar  bill  now  took  on  the  proportions  of  ablaidvet, 
and  alive  cent  piece  seemed  infinite  in  its  possibilities, 
in  contemplating"  the  comparative  wealth  to  which  I 
was  now  heir  as  an  employe  of  the  N. P.  Ky.  I  mif^ht 
have  come  into  possession  of  the  o^vat  railway  itself, 
and  I  doul)t  if  fortune  wouM  have  been  dubl)ed  any 
more  kindly  or  pi'opitious.  In  tins  dollar  and  a  half 
a  day  the  panorama  of  human  existt'nce  now  })resent- 
cd  |)ictures  of  earthly  prosperity,  asa[)pli(M|  to  himself, 
which  only  seven  meals  in  as  many  days  past  now 
tended  to  paint  with  a  spl-nder  such  as  only  a  some- 
what hungry  and  underfed  individual  could  properly 
appreciate. 
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As  for  my  actual  work  wliile  in  tlio  employ  ol'  this 
Ky.,  it  consisted  principally  of  making-  out  and  enter- 
ing up  way  bills,  bills  of  ladin<(,  and  other  miscellane- 
ous duties  of  a  freight  otHce,  and  being  a  busy  season  at 
the  time  my  hands  were  full  from  morning  till  night. 
My  hours  were  from  eight  a.  m.  till  six  p.  m.  On  the 
whole  I  rather  liked  my  new  s])here  of  operations 
than  otherwise,  amid  the  incessant  whistling  and  his- 
sing of  engines,  and  the  constant  incoming  and  out- 
going of  trains;  the  office  being  located  right  alongside 
the  tracks. 

The  relief  of  now  having  sutfici<'nt  with  which  to 
float  myself,  if  only  for  the  time  being,  was  a  source 
of  great  comfort  after  what  it  had  lately  been  my 
misfortune  to  undergo,  but  at  the  end  of  two  weeks 
the  uncertainty  of  my  position  gave  rise  to  some  little 
anxiety  as  to  my  future  prospect  and  operations. 
Economy  had  heretofore  been  something  of  which  I 
knew  but  little  from  actual  experience,  but  careful 
scheming  and  close  figuring  now  occupied  no  small 
portion  of  my  spare  time. 

In  accordance  with  the  understanding  on  which  I 
had  accepted  the  position,  I  was  informed  at  the  end 
of  four  weeks  that  another  week  would  probably  see 
them  through  the  rush  of  business,  and  that  my  ser- 
vices would  thereafter  be  required  no  longer.  This, 
of  course,  did  not  cause  me  any  great  surprise,  and  I 
had  endeavore  I  in  the  meantime  to  find  something 
else  to  which  I  might  turn  my  hand  at  the  expiration 
of  this  employment,  but  it  was  without  success.     At 
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the  end  ol'  tlie  tii  le,  therefore,  riclier  only  by  about 
four  (loHars  in  money,  and  a  littU'  experience  in  a  rail- 
way ofHee,  I  found  myself  anrain  at  my  wits'  end  to 
know  as  to  what  should  be  my  next  step.  I  finally 
despaired  jnetty  nuich  of  beiuf^  able  to  geb  anything 
to  do  in  Winnipeg,  but  not  having  sufficient  means 
with  which  to  successfully  betake  myself  elsewhere, 
the  prosp  ct  before  me  was  not  of  a  very  roseate  hue, 
as  prospects  in  this  world  go.  One  is  seldom  alone  in 
distress,  however,  and  I  encountered  not  a  few  fellows 
in  a  position  very  similar  to  my  own,  although  this 
added  very  little  to  the  poetry  of  the  situation. 


XV. 

\\/  HFLK  sitting"  ami  poiid^'iiiiH;  om-  afternoon  in  a 
*  "^  liotti  nviir  tliL'  railway  station,  I  iiot  into  con- 
vcj-sation  witli  a  (•onnti'ili('<l-lookin<''  individnal,  who 
inl'orniLMl  me  in  the  course  of  liis  remarks  that  lie  had 
com«^  from  Sonthern  Manit«)l>a,  in  the  neio^hhorhood 
of  Mori'is.  Availing;*  myself  of  tiie  sliohtest  chance 
which  presented  itself,  I  innniMliately  asked  him  if  he 
thought  I  could  g-et  anythinfi^  to  do  in  that  i)art  of  the 
country,  at  the  same  time  ex))laining  my  readiness  to 
do  almost  anythinr,^  which  otl'eri'd  a  reasonal)le  return. 
To  my  surprise  he  informed  me  that  a  neighbor  of  his, 
a  farmer  living  alxnit  eight  miles  out  of  Morris,  had 
told  him  to  try  and  procure  a  man  for  him  while  in 
Winnii)eg,  and  asked  me  if  I  had  ever  done  any  work 
on  a  farm.  1  w.as  certainly  not  on  the  lookout  for 
anything  exactly  of  this  nature,  but  1  was  now 
strongly  tempted  to  inform  him  that  as  a  matter  of 
fact  1  had  been  bi'ought  up  on  a  farm,  and  risk  all 
after  conseijuences  of  so  doing.  Upon  a  little  rejec- 
tion, however,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  be  more  frank 
with  him  and  avoid  any  possible  future  complications 
which  such  a  statement  might  entail,  and  informed 
him  that  my  education  in  this  direction  had  been 
somewhat  neglected,  but  being  healthy  and  able- 
bodied  I  expressed  every  confidence  that  I  might 
answer  his  purpose  perfectly  if  he  cared  to  engage  my 
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RorvicoH  on  brliali'  of  his  rriciul.  Wliilo  not  jvutliori/cfl 
to  Jirninj^'o  terms  in  tl»is  respect,  we  tinully  reaclieil  an 
un^lel•stan(lin^^  an«l  he  a^^ivod  to  take  nie  l>ack  with 
liiin  tlie  t'ollowin*^  day  if  I  cared  to  <f().  'I'o  this  I 
•^ladl}'  assented,  and  we  parted  company  in  the  mean- 
time on  tliis  understandin*^. 

I  turned  up  the  folhjwinfj  niorninf(  at  the  appointed 
hour  and  place,  and  we  were  soon  after  on  our  way 
south  towai'ds  Morris,  some  forty  odd  miles  from  Win- 
ni])eo',  where  we  arrived  at  about  noon.  From  liere  to 
tlie  place  of  our  destination  was  some  eif(lit  or  nine 
miles  out  on  tlu;  prairie,  and  there  bein^  no  available 
conveyance  on  hand,  we  set  off  on  foot.  Upon  arrival 
at  the  place,  after  a  lon^  and  tiresome  walk  in  the  hot 
sun,  I  found  a  niodest  little  frame  house,  and  one  or 
two  small  outhouses  and  a  stable  surrounding'  it,  which 
went  to  make  up  the  headipiarters  of  a  not  over-pros- 
perous looking-  establishment.  The  proprietoi*,  1 
learned,  was  a  man  named  Jarvis,  who  ha<l  some 
two  or  three  years  previously  })ou^ht  and  settle<l 
upon  the  place.  He  put  in  an  appearance  soon  after 
our  arrival,  when  his  friend  introduced  me  as  a  man 
he  had  brought  down  with  him  from  Winnipeg  to 
assist  on  the  farm.  He  invite<l  us  inside  the  house 
with  the  best  grace  he  could  muster,  where  we 
found  an  old  shrivelled-up  little  woman,  whom  he 
introduced  as  his  aunt.  There  being  a  dearth  of 
chairs  about  the  room,  1  seated  myself  upon  the 
end  of  an  upturned  box,  and  a  few  minutes'  con- 
versation ensued,  which  served  to  convince  me  that 
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my  now  cinplnycr  was  a  iiuvn  of  .soinuwlmt  iic^lcctcMl 
t'jlucjition,  inU'Hst'ly  i^noi*ant  ^ciicnilly,  and  one  in 
wlioHe  company  I  was,  tlx'n^forc,  not  likoly  to  <l('iiv(' 
any  p^rcat  amount  of  instruction  or  pleasure,  Hcin;;' 
a  man  ol"  little  diplomacy,  he  soon  came  hluntly  to 
the  all-impoi'tant  point  as  to  what  waj^es  I  cxpcct- 
(m1,  my  cxpcrtncss  with  th<'  plow,  and  ^^cncral  cx])rri- 
c!icc  in  t'ai'm  lal)or.  I  was,  of  course,  ohlif^cd  to  ac- 
knowl(Ml<^e  an  almost  utter  lack  of  experience  in  this 
])articular  line  of  husiness,  and  the  confession  seemed 
to  please  him  hut  little,  hut  I  expressed  the  utmost 
confidence  in  my  ahility  to  do  what  mifrht  he  reiiu5red 
of  me,  and  to  make  niyself  <:jenei'ally  useful  ah  )ut  the 
place.  As  to  the  terms,  I  felt  my  position  a  little  in- 
secure as  yet  to  attempt  any  dictation  in  this  respect, 
and  with  an  air  of  magnanimity  told  him  I  felt  very 
much  inclined  to  leave  the  matter  in  his  hands,  feel- 
ing sure,  as  I  expressed  it,  that  he  would  certainly  do 
the  right  thing  so  far  as  th<(l  was  concerned.  He  said 
lie  wanted  to  hire  a  man  hy  the  year,  and  on  such  an 
understanding,  would  be  willing  to  pay  SI  5  per  month- 
Now  I  certainly  did  not  relish  the  idea  of  hiring  my- 
self out  on  such  a  place,  and  with  such  a  man,  for 
a  year  at  a  time,  and  so  told  him  that  1  would  only  be 
willing  to  work  for  him  by  the  month  at  the  figure 
he  had  named.  At  this  he  gruliiy  told  nie  he  wanted 
a  man  by  the  year  or  none  at  all.  My  case  I  now  saw 
would  require  a  little  more  skilful  handling  than  I 
had  at  first  thought  necessary,  if  I  hoped  to  pitch 
my  roving   tent    for    a    time    within    the    bounds  of 
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liis  «lniiiaiiis.  I  rcjilizt'd  tlu-  H\vk\vai"<lni'ss  of  my  posi- 
tion liowcvcr,  aii<l  sti'oM;4;ly  ur;;<'<l  ujxni  iiini  tin-  I'act 
that  as  I  liail  eoiin'  all  tlir  way  tVoiii  \\  iiiiii[n'jii',  conH- 
•  Iciitly  rxpcctin^' t<>  ^'et  work,  was  "  «lra<l  hroki', '  etc. 
it  was  hut  rinht  lie  sliouM  i'n<ra«'i;  mi;  uiulrr  tln' 
circunistaiK'cs,  I'or  a  montli  at  all  I'Voiits.  This,  after 
considerahle  hesitation,  lie  finally  consented  to  do, 
hut  insisted  that  it  HJiould  he  oiil\'  at  the  rate  uf  i!<5 
and  not  i5l5  a  month  niv  hoard,  ol*  course  incluiled, 
hut  cxpresed  very  little  anxiety  to  I'etain  my  services 
at  all.  I  accepted  his  jij-opositioii  with  the  hest 
fifrace  I  could  connnand  compatihle  with  a  fervid  lon^- 
in<!:  to  crack  his  thick  skull,  ami  a^'ree<l  to  start  in  at 
the  Ho'ure  naiiu'd. 

The  liouse  was  a  small,  harren  little.  Sode,  ami  as  the 
weather  was  now  commenciuii-  to  assume  a  somewliat 
wintry  aspect,  the  prospect  het'on;  me  was  far  from 
assurin*;,  viewed  in  the  little  of  ample  and  suitahle 
apparel  with  which  to  ward  ofi' the  cold  hlasts  during 
daytime,  and  anythiiifif  like  comfortahle  shelter  for  the 
ni(^dit.  I  was  e;iveii  a  l)ed  up  in  the  (»;arret  of  the  house 
that  n!nht  to  where  T  ciyiwUmI  ])y  means  of  a  ladder 
and  the  dim  lifjht  of  an  old  stahle  lantern.  ( )n  survey- 
iufr  my  new  quarters  I  discovered  a  straw  mattress 
lyiii^'  in  a  heap  on  a  ramshackle  oM  hedstead  in  a  corner, 
l)etween  which  and  the  roof  of  the  house  there  was 
scarcely  three  feet  of  space,  and  on  which  one  or  two 
worn-out  skins  were  lying  hy  way  of  covering-.  It  was 
hy  no  means  whfit  one  would  term  an  invitine-  couch 
in  every  respect,  and  gave  rise  in  my  mind  to  some 
11 
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nitlu'i'disiiial  rctlcctioii  re<(ardin^  thiii^^s  generally,  and 
my  own  position  in  particular.  I  sliook  it  down,  liow- 
evor,  and  being  i-atlier  played  out  after  niy  day's  ex- 
perience, crawled  under  the  .skins,  and  made  myscll' as 
comfortable  as  i)ossible  for  the  night. 

At  four  o'clock  the  following  morning,  and  while  it 
was  still  perfectly  dark  outside,  I  was  awakened  by  a 
lusty  call  by  my  boss  from  below  to  'get  a  hurry  on." 
I  crawled  out  of  bed,  banging  my  head  on  the  roof  of 
th(>   house  at  the  same  time,  lighted  the  lantern,   and 
after  getting  into  my  clothes  descended  the  ladder  into 
the  kitchen,  where   I  found  my  employer  already  up 
and    dressed   and    awaiting   my  arrival.     He  lost  no 
time  in    leading  the  way  out  to  his  stable,  where  he 
had  some  cicfht  or  ten  head  of  cattle   and  a   voke  of 
oxen.    Handing  me  a  pitchfork  he  indicated  wliat  was 
w^anted,  and  in  a  few  moments  I  was  busily  engaged 
in  cleaning  the  place  out.     This  done,  the  cattle  were 
all  watered  and   fed,  after,  wdiich  he  moodily  led  the 
way  to  a  wood  pile,  where  on  an  unmistakable  hint  as 
to  what  was  required,  I  proceeded  to  operate  for  about 
half  an  hour.     At  six   o'clock    we  adjourned  to  the 
house,  where  we  found  the  little   woman,  his  aunt,  at 
work  busily   slicing  potatoes  for  the  frying  pan,  and 
getting  things  generally  in    readiness   for  breakfast, 
wdiich,  for  my  part,  I  now  considered  well  earned.    We 
were  soon  seated  at  a  small  table,  before  a  huge  plate  of 
porridge  and  potatoes  each,  which,  together  w^ith  a  loaf 
of  dry  bread,  constituted  our  humble  repast. 

Breakfast  over,  we   again  betook  ourselves  to  the 
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stable,  when  my  boss  asked  iiie  if  ♦!  now  considered 
myself  sutliciently  fortified  to  connnence  operations 
with  the  plow.  I  explained  that  I  ha«l  never  done  any 
of  this  kind  of  work  in  mv  life,  but  nevertheless  ex- 
pressed  myself  as  (juite  confident  tliat  I  would  soon 
ac([uire  tlie  necessary  dexterity  with  tliat  instrument. 
The  oxen  w^ere  then  taken  out  of  the  stable  and  march- 
ed oft'  to  the  field  of  our  labors,  where  tliey  were  soon 
hitched  on  to  a  plow  and  handed  over  to  my  care,  with 
instructions  to  commence  plowing  a  parcel  of  land 
which  had  been  carefully  marked  off  for  the  purpose. 
Never  having  plowed  before,  and  w^ith  a  team  of  oxen 
now  in  front  of  me,  it  can  be  readily  understood  that 
my  position  was  somewhat  bewildering  at  first,  and  I 
felt  considerably  at  a  loss  to  know  just  how  I  should 
conimence  operations,  and  in  what  particular  terms  I 
should  couch  my  language  in  addressing  the  beasts  I 
now  had  in  hand. 

At  a  word  the  oxen  started  off,  and  by  a  frantic 
effort  I  managed  to  get  the  plow  in  position,  and  sallied 
forth  over  the  field.  My  first  furrow  could  hardly  have 
been  termed  a  marked  success.  The  stretch  was  a  lon^- 
one,and  the  oxen  seemed  perfectly  aware  that  a  new  and 
verdant  hand  was  at  the  helm,  and  the  proverbial 
stubborness  was  not  long  in  coming  to  the  surface  when 
I  endeavored  to  turn  them  about  at  the  end  of  the 
furrow.  I  began  by  speaking  to  them  in  as  kindly  and 
persuasive  a  tone  of  voice  as  I  could  connnand,  l)ut  I 
soon  found  them  utterly  deaf  to  so  mild  a  form  of  en- 
treaty, and  not  at  all  inclined  to  move  in  any  direction. 
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I  thereupon  assumed  a  somewhat  sterner  tone  of  com- 
mand, but  again  without  result.  There  being  no  one  in 
siglit,  I  lioUered  at  them  with  all  my  might  and  main, 
and  to  any  but  oxen  T  am  sure  that  an  ominous  ring 
might  easily  have  been  detected  in  my  voice  and  man- 
ner, which  called  for  immediate  and  implicit  oliedience. 
Tliey  maintained  an  air  of  stolid  indifference,  however, 
and  with  maddening  persistency  firndy  stood  their 
ground.  After  completely  exhausting  the  strength  of 
niy  vocal  organs  in  this  manner,  I  concluded  to  take  a 
more  severe  mi^tliod  of  enforcing  my  commands,  and 
looked  about  for  some  tangible  means  with  which  to 
convince  my  friends  that  I  meant  exactly  what  I  said 
when  I  hollered  "  gee  "  or  "  haw  "  at  them.  I  v/as  not 
long  in  iinding  a  stout  club,  by  the  help  of  which  I 
finally  succeeded  in  making  a  little  faster  progress  in 
wheelincr  them  about,  but  even  then  their  stubbornness 
was  something  wonderful  to  behold.  They  seemed  to  know 
as  well  as  myself  that  I  w^as  not  an  adept  at  the  busi- 
ness, and  did  all  in  their  power  to  harass  an<l  worry  me, 
and  make  plowing  in  my  eyes  something  to  be  religi- 
ously detested.  With  the  aid  of  my  club,  however,  I 
meted  out  measure  for  measure,  and  if  at  the  end  of 
the  day  my  voice  was  hoarse  and  husky,  and  my  nerves 
shattered  with  combatting  their  stubbornness,  I  fel- 
not  a  little  consoled  with  the  fact,  that  a  more  wholet 
some  and  heartfelt  clubbing  than  they  had  received  at 
my  hands,  would  have  l)een  impossible  to  administer 
without  danger  of  serious  or  permanent  injury. 

The  actual  plowing  I  accomplished  was  probably  less 
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than  one-half  wliat  an  experienced  liand  nii^ljt  have 
done  in  the  same  time,  but  I  nevertheless  felt  toler- 
ably satistied,  under  the  circumstances,  with  tlie  ])V0- 
ffvesH  I  liad  made.  Needless  to  say  I  was  thorou^^hly 
exhausted  and  i^la^^ed  out  after  my  tirst  day's  work, 
and  was  ready  to  turn  in'very  soon  after  having  supper. 
A  heavy  fall  of  rain  connnenced  about  half-])ast 
seven  that  evenino-,  which  aroused  the  letharoy  of 
my  boss  as  he  sat  staring  into  vacancy,  and  seemed  to 
set  him  thinking  in  a  manner  I  was  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand. Down  the  rain  came  in  torrents,  and  when 
with  reasonable  certainty  it  seemed  likely  to  continue 
for  some  time,  he  gathered  himself  slowly  to;L,^ether 
and  cahnly  informed  me  that  there  was  a  lot  of  half- 
stacked  barley  in  one  of  his  fields  about  a  mile  and  a- 
half  off',  which  he  said  would  have  to  be  looked  after 
at  once  or  blue  ruin  would  most  certainly  follow.  He 
asked  me  to  don  my  coat,  arm  myself  with  a  fork. 
and  follow  him :  all  in  a  most  aggravating  and  pci'- 
fectly  take-for-granted  air.  I  looked  askance  at  him 
for  a  moment,  without  moving  from  my  seat,  when  he 
remarked :  "  Of  course  you  don't  mind  the  rain.' 
"  Oh  !  no,  no,  not  at  all  "  I  replied,  smothering  my  in- 
dignation as  best  I  could,  for  I  was  played  out  with 
my  day's  toil,  and  was  just  on  the  point  of  turning  in 
to  enjoy  a  night's  well  earned  repose.  Had  I  not 
pitied  the  man  in  his  trouble,  I  would  most  certainly 
have  refused  to  move  under  any  pretext,  but  on  see- 
ing the  situation,  and  the  threatened  destruction  of 
his  grain,  T  finally  consented  to  accompany  him.   Each 
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with  a  fork  over  sliouMer  we  started  o'lt  in  th<'  direc- 
tion of  tlui  ])arle\^  tield,  wliere  we  arrived  after  a 
stund)lin<:(  niarcli  over  tlie  roiii^li  prairie  of  nearly  two 
miles,  tlioi-oui,dily  soaked  and  besmeared  witli  mud 
from  head  to  foot.  Little  time  was  lost  in  getting  to 
work,  and  amidst  the  down  ])our  of  rain,  and  with 
barley  l)urs  playing  havoc  down  our  backs — or  down 
my  b.-ick  i,t  all  events — we  worked  away  at  the  stack 
until  properly  shaped,  when  we  trudf^ed  oft'  again 
through  the  rain  and  mud  towards  the  house.  A 
happ3^  ending,  I  thought, — a  most  touching  linale  in- 
deed to  my  lirst  day's  experience  as  a  farmer!  When 
we  reached  the  house  it  was  in  a  most  pitiable  state  of 
general  disorder,  and  my  discomfort  was  not  a  little 
aggravated  by  the  barley  burs  which  had  found  their 
way  down  my  back,  and  which  caused  an  almost  end- 
less amount  of  scratching  and  S(iuirming.  I  got  under 
my  skins  that  night  shivering  with  the  cold,  and  in  a 
most  distressing  state  of  general  disal»ility  after  my 
first  day's  eftbrts,  and  firmly  vowed  that  the  healthful 
pursuit  of  farming,  if  my  first  day's  experience  was 
an 3^  correct  indication  of  the  matter,  was  something 
which  I  would  abandon  at  the  first  opportunit3^ 
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aT  four  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  voice  of  my 
boss  again  ai-oused  me  from  my  peaceful  shimlu'i's, 
and  little  time  was  lost  before  an:>ther  day's  work  was 
ushered  in.  Lighting  the  lantein,  I  drew  on  my  damp 
clothes,  and  crawled  down  the  ladder  leading  to  ihe 
kitchen,  where  my  boss  was  awaiting  my  arrival.  We 
were  soon  hard  at  work  cleaning  the  stables,  hauling 
water,  feeding  the  cattle,  and  chopping  wood  forbr<^ak- 
fast.  Breakfast  over,  I  again  resumed  plowing,  but 
with  a  grim  determination  this  time  to  wallop  those 
oxen  into  a  state  of  implicit  obedience,  or  die  in  the 
attempt.  Well,  I  knocked  and  clubbed  them  in  a  most 
heartless  manner,  and  almost  incessantly,  and  at  the  end 
of  my  second  day's  plowing  I  had  the  grim  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  they  had  now  commenced  to  realize 
in  a  very  marked  degree  that  I  meant  notliing  but 
business,  and  were  less  prone  to  take  the  "  Gee  "  turn 
when  I  hollered  "  Haw,"  and  "  Haw  "  when  I  hollered 
"  Gee"  than  on  the  previous  day,  and  I  also  succeeded 
in  accomplishing  a  good  deal  more  work. 

At  the  end  of  my  first  week  at  this  business  I  felt 
that  I  had  good  reason  to  congratulate  myself  on  hav- 
ing gained  considerable  experience  in  the  art  of  hand- 
ling a  yoke  of  oxen.  I  had  shouted  my  voice  clean 
away,  however,  and  it  now  required  the  greatest  effort 
to  speak  above  a  whisper.     One  prominent  feature  in 
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conrection  with  this  business,  whicli  may  be  toniKMl 
spocinHy  deinoraliziii^,  is  tlie  constant  provocation  that 
exists  to  employ  laii^^ua^e  in  dealing  witli  tlie  beasts 
wliicli  couM  hardly  be  considered  at  all  times  as  strictly 
oi'tho<lox.  This  temptation  is  so  strong  in  fact  that  I 
know  ot*  no  one — and  I  am  ac((uainted  with  many 
pious  people — i'or  whom  I  could  vouch  to  withstan<l  it 
but  a  very  short  time  at  a  stretch.  One  certainly 
can't  sing  hynnis  and  plow  with  oxen  at  the  same 
time  !  I  used  sometimes  to  watch  luy  (employer  at  work 
with  them,  and  for  artful,  unadulterated  and  compre- 
hensive swearing  he  was  by  long  odds  ahead  of  any- 
thing I  ever  heard  or  hope  to  hear  in  this  direction. 
His  ilow  of  language  in  this  respect  was  most  original, 
not  to  say  phenomenal. 

One  night  about  six  o'clock  he  was  driving  the  oxen 
home  fi'om  a  distant  field,  wdien  darkness  overtook 
him  before  he  knew  it,  and  subse(|uently  rendered  the 
remainder  of  his  journey  somewhat  interesting.  A 
small,  sluggish  stream  ran  through  the  farm,  and  when 
about  two  hundred  j^ards  from  the  stable,  where  the 
ground  on  either  side  was  of  a  rank,  marshy  nature, 
he  stuck  fast,  the  waggon  sinking  axle  deep  in  the 
mu<l,  and  the  oxen  up  to  their  bellies.  I  was  standing 
at  the  door  of  the  stable  at  the  time  awaitin"-  his  re- 
turn.  It  was  a  calm,  still  night  on  the  prairies,  and 
as  I  looked  out  at  the  awful  blackness  about  me,  and 
tluiu  at  the  stream  of  li^ht  irleamino-  from  the  w^indows 
of  the  lonely  little  shanty  which  afforded  my  nightly 
shelter,  my  thoughts  wandered  awaj^  to  happier  scenes 
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jiiul  I  became  pensive.  Suddenly,  and  without  the 
sh'olitest  warning,  there  broke  upon  the  still  air  a  loud 
bellow,  lialf  lunnan,  half  fiendish.  I  had  little  time 
for  reflection,  for  the  sound  was  soon  repeated,  when 
I  was  able  to  distinguish  the  voice  of  a  man  in  the 
distance.  I  immediately  shut  the  stable  door,  and 
walked  hurriedly  in  the  direction  from  whence  came 
the  sound,  lu'^-'lly  knowing  what  to  expect.  When 
within  about  fifty  yards  of  the  place,  I  stopped  to 
listen,  thinking  I  heard  my  name  pronounced  at  inter- 
vals in  a  half-frenzied,  wild  kind  of  style.  In  another 
moment  the  situation  was  partially  explained.  I  re- 
cognized the  voice  of  my  boss,  and  was  also  the 
unwilling  auditor  of  language  concerning  myself 
and  things  in  general,  which  made  me  think  the 
final  day  had  at  last  arrived,  and  that  heaven's  most 
powerful  enemy  was  now  before  me  himself,  pour- 
ing out  a  few  fiery  denunciations  before  finally  con- 
signing me  to  my  awful  doom.  1  cautiously  ap- 
proached, unseen  and  unheard  as  yet,  to  within  ten 
yards  of  the  spot,  when  lo  !  and  behold  !  the  whole 
situation  was  explained  at  a  glance.  There  were  the 
oxen  grunting  and  tugging  in  a  vain  effort  to  extricate 
themselves  and  the  waggon  from  the  mire,  while  my 
employer  stood  by  heaping  curses  galore  upon  every- 
thing in  general.  He  had  long  since  exhausted  the 
stereotyped  terms  of  common  profanity,  and  was  now 
indulging  in  a  streak  of  originality  that  c/iused  my 
lower  jaw  to  unconsciously  drop  with  wonder  and 
amazement  at  such  heretofore  undreamt  of  versatility 
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in  tin's  direction.  His  denunciations  were  most  sweep- 
ing, and  liis  langnaoe  was  made  to  vary  and  apply  to 
everything  and  everybody  within  liis  knowledge.  I 
felt  it  would  be  useless  to  announce  my  presence  at 
this  stage,  and  so  stood  by  unobserved  until  I  actually 
saw  the  man  lie  down  on  the  ground  and  wildl}^  kick 
and  howl  in  a  frenzy  of  insane  rage.  "  Alas !  those 
oxen  again,"  quoth  I  to  myself.  When  the  storm  had 
subsided  somewhat  he  picked  himself  up  and  started 
towards  tlu^  house,  evidently  in  search  of  me,  when  I 
stopped  him  as  he  was  walking  away,  and  asked  him 
what  under  the  sun  was  the  matter.  This  he  signified 
by  merely  pointing  at  the  oxen  in  a  dazed  kind  of 
Way,  not  trusting  himself  to  again  open  his  mouth. 
My  presence  seemed  to  renew  his  courage  somewhat, 
and,  after  resorting  to  various  means,  we  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  oxen  and  waggon  both  extricated 
at  the  end  of  about  two  hours'  hard  work.  Needless 
to  say  it  was  a  great  relief  to  all  concerned,  but  the 
incident  served  to  very  forcibly  demonstrate  the  in- 
fallibility of  human  resolutions,  for  it  was  only  the 
night  before,  as  we  were  sitting  smoking  our  pipes  in 
the  kitchen,  that  my  employer  informed  me  of  his 
late  conversion  at  a  salvation  army  meeting  in 
Morris,  and  his  determination  to  henceforth  "  lead  a 
new  life." 

So  much  for  oxen,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  human 
patience  !  I  broke  about  ten  acres  of  virgin  soil  with 
them,  and  considered  my  knowledge  of  their  peculiar- 
ities not  a  little  augmented  in  consequence,  but  my 
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experience  left  not  tlie   least  desire  to  contract  any 
more  extended  ae(jviaintance  in  this  direction. 

Threshing  season  was  now  npon  us,  and  after  some 
consultation  it  vvjis  decided  that  I  should  have  tlio 
lionor  of  playin^^  the  roJa  of  cook  durinf]^  tlie  time  this 
was  going  on.  There  were  eight  or  ten  ravenously 
hungry  men  to  be  looked  after,  and  I  was  altogether 
at  a  loss  to  understand  why  I  should  have  been 
singled  out  for  this  work,  being  decidedly  green  at  the 
business ;  but  on  the  whole  I  managed  in  one  form  or 
another  to  cater  with  some  degree  of  success  to  their 
not  over  fastidious  tastes.  Quantity  and  not  (juality 
I  soon  discovered  was  the  main  recpiisite,  and  in  this 
respect  the  first  meal  gave  rise  to  some  rather  serious 
reflections  regarding  the  cook's  judgment  of  a  hungry 
man's  appetite.  I  took  pains,  therefore,  to  see  that 
there  was  no  cause  for  complaint  thereafter  in  this  re- 
spect, even  though  the  pork  was  at  times  decidedly 
raw  or  badly  burnt,  as  the  case  might  be.  1  did  over- 
hear some  of  the  men  pass  a  few  cruel  remarks  re- 
garding "  that  cook  "  not  entirely  complimentary,  but 
on  the  wdiole  they  were  a  pretty  well-fed  looking 
crowed  when  the}"  took  their  departure,  and  I  don't 
think  I  created  any  permanent  or  bitter  enemies  as  a 
result  of  my  efforts  in  this  riSle.  In  fact  I  felt  myself 
worthy  of  hearty  congratulation  that  no  lives  were 
sacrificed  as  a  result  of  m\'  labors. 
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I  WOHKKI)  on  this  i'swiw  I'oi"  a  spacL'  ot*  a  month, 
■*•  was  Fed  principally  on  ])otatoL'Han(l  bread,  lit'canio 
exiH'it  in  swearing',  liandling  oxen,  clH)})pin;;'  oak 
stumps,  and  in  ^•encral  appearance  nn*<;ht  easily  have 
passed  as  one  wlio  had  been  bi"ou<j;ht  up  an<l  worked 
on  a  farm  all  my  life.  With  my  month's  pay,  the  seat 
out  of  my  pMnts,  and  toes  out  of  my  buots — tliough 
still  hop(d'ul — I  bid  my  em|)loyer  a  ^lad  farewell,  and 
trudL;vd  ofFone  mornino-  at  daybreak  to  Morris. 

1  was  in  somewhat  of  a  ((uandary  now  as  to  where 
I  should  next  head  for,  althoup^h  1  had  come  to  borrow 
vei'V  little  concern  in  this  res,)ect.  On  arrival  at  the 
railway  stntion,  however,  I  concluded  to  cross  the  boun- 
<lary  line  into  the  Northern  J)akota.  And  this  I  was 
desirous  at  the  same  time  of  doing  in  as  cheap  a  man- 
ner as  possible,  and  thereupon  resolved  to  try  my  skill 
after  the  style  of  those  who  travel  at  the  expense  of  the 
railways  when  their  own  means  are  not  sufficient  for 
the  purpose.  After  deciding  upon  my  plan  of  action, 
I  purchased  a  ticket  for  twenty-five  cents,  j''ood  to  the 
next  station  south,  boarded  the  train  as  it  was  passing 
through,  andensconced  m3^self  comfortably  in  the  smok- 
ing-car, where  I  resolved  to  remain  on  the  strength  of 
my  twenty-five  cent  ticket  just  as  long  as  it  was  pos- 
sible to  do  so.  Before  our  arrival  at  the  station  it  was 
duly  taken  up,  but  when  the  train  pulled  up  I  caltrily 
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retained  my  Kotit  instead  of  ^cttiii^  out.  'I  lie  next 
station  on  was  some  ten  or  twelve  miles, and  this  T  de- 
termined to  rejiel)  at  the  expense  of  the  raiK\ay  eom- 
])any  it'  at  all  possible  to  do  so.  The  car  I  was  in  was 
Full,  and  no  particular  notice  been  taken  ol"  my  pres- 
ence liy  the  conductor,  [  remained  unmoK^sted  for 
some  time.  When  we  were  neariui:"  the  next  station 
he  a^ain  put  in  an  appearance  for  the  purpose  of  eol- 
lectini^  the  tickets  of  those  whose  destination  was  here 
and  on  perceivino-  me  still  in  the  car,  he  tapped  um 
^•ently  on  the  shoulder,  and  asked  uw.  what  I  was  do- 
in<(  there.  He  was  a  kcen-lookin*:;'  fellow,  and  I  deem- 
ed it  l)est  to  treat  him  with  all  possible  fraidvuess. 
"  What  am  I  doina-  here  ;*"  I  asked  evasivelv.  "  Yes,'' 
he  replied,  sternly,  "what  are  you  tloin^-  thei'c  ? 
]^on't  you  know  you  sliouM  liave  got  oft'  at  the  last 
station  ?"  I  told  him  there  was  a  mistake  somewhere, 
that  I  was  destined  for  the  next  stati(3n  on,  hut  I  soon 
saw  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  make  him  see  thin^^'s 
in  my  lio-ht.  He  demanded  fare,  wliich  I  stoutly  re- 
fused to  pay,  and  then  ordered  me  oft'  the  train.  Of 
course  I  remonstrated,  thoutrh  I  really  felt  well  con- 
tented at  havine-  covered  the  distance  1  did  for  the  sum 
of  twenty-five  cents,  but  I  finally  ali;^hted  in  a  very 
patronizing  style,  threatening  at  the  Sii-me  time  to  write 
his  superintendent  at  once. 

At  this  station  I  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  next 
train  south  bound,  purchased  another  ticket  for  a  small 
sum,  and  so  finally  got  across  the  border  into  Pem- 
bina, North  Dakota,  where  I  resolved  to  pitch  my  rov- 
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'u\\f  tciit,  I'or  a  tiinc!  at  all  ♦'Vcnts.  I  con^M'ntulato*!  iny- 
Hclt*  oil  having  travelled  (|uitc  a  I'ospectaKh'  <listaiict3  on 
"  check,"  atul  was  not  at  all  dissatisfied  with  the  ac- 
coniplishnient. 

IVniliina  I  Hi)()n  <liscovered  to  l)e  a  c'oiiij)Hratively 
lively  little  ]>lace  alon<^side  the  towns  I  had  visited  on 
tho  Canadian  side  of  the  line,  and  here  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  see  what  I  could  do  in  the  way  of  procuring 
employment,  it  was  the  month  of  December,  the 
weather  was  bitterly  cold,  my  clothes  were  worn  and 
thin,  and  altof^ether  it  seemed  advisable  to  call  a  halt 
for  a  time  in  my  promiscuous  wanderin<^s. 

After  tramping  about  the  town  for  a  while  I  located 
mys  If  at  a  small  hotel,  where  I  procured  my  suppe.i 
and  passed  the  night.  The  following  morning  after 
breakfast  I  walked  about  the  place  in  (juest  of  work, 
but  the  prospects  seemed  of  a  very  discouraging  char- 
acter. It  is  a  precarious  business,  this  looking  for  work 
in  a  strange  place,  but  when  it  is  one's  only  recourse  it 
is  astonishing  with  wha'  stolid  persistency  it  can  be 
pursued,  and  seldom  without  reaching  the  aim  in  view 
in  some  shape  or  other,  if  one  but  means  business. 

After  exhausting  the  ordinary  channels  in  quest  of 
what  I  was  after,  I  finally  tried  the  station  agent  as  a 
last  resort,  and  was  rewarded  with  an  offer  that  sat 
anything  but  lightly  on  my  crop.  It  consisted  of 
shovelling  coal  at  nights  for  a  compensation  of  [S'j.5  per 
month.  Little  did  I  ever  dream  that  things  would  come 
to  such  a  pass  as  this,  and  yet  there  I  was  at  this  time 
with  no  other  recourse  in  the  world  but  to  beg,  steal, 
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or  shovel  coal,  and  so  shovel  coal  1  resolved  it  should 
!)(!.  An  und(!rstandin;;  was  soon  reached,  and  otl'  ! 
inarched  out  of  the  station,  witli  every  appearance  of 
gratification  Icoul''  assume  at  s(»  unsavory  a  ])rospect 
as  a  coaI-l)in  for  the  hcjmu?  of  my  next  ni<^dit"s  opera- 
tions. 'I'lie  prospect,  howevei',  was  not  at  all  cheerful- 
and  the  matter  pi'eyed  upon  my  mind  until  I  finally 
conchuhnl  that  1  would  not  shovel  coal  yet  a  while.  In 
my  previous  ramble  about  the  place,  1  had  noticed  a 
lawyer's  shinpfle  hanf^in<;in  front  of  a  door  on  the  main 
fttreet,  and  now  turned  my  steps  in  this  direction. 
Numbering  among  my  accomplishments  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  shorthand,  and  being  a  very  fair  penman, 
I  resolved  to  turn  them  to  some  account  if  possible,  be- 
fore finally  making  my  debut  in  a  coal-bin.  I  was 
quite  conscious,  however,  that  my  personal  appearance 
at  this  time  was  decidedly  against  me  in  seeking  em- 
ployment of  this  kind,  even  in  so  small  a  place  as  Pem- 
bina, and  was  not  therefore,  very  sanguine  as  to  results. 
Upon  entering  the  office  imagine  my  surprise  and  dis- 
appointment on  beholding  a  young  man  in  the  very 
position  T  was  seeking  to  fill,  and  in  the  act  of  taking 
down  in  shorthand  a  letter  which  was  then  being  dic- 
tated by  a  gentleman  seated  on  the  other  side  of  the 
room.  I  briefly  explained  the  reason  of  my  visit,  al- 
though 1  was  strongly  tempted  to  turn  and  go  out  u})on 
seeing  the  shape  things  were  in,  when  I  was  re(iuested 
to  take  a  seat.  In  a  few  moments  I  explained  more 
fully  what  I  was  after,  and  was  listened  to  with  what 
seemed  to  me  a  surprising  amount  of  attention,  con- 
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sidering  my  claims  to  consideration  on  the  score  of 
personal  appearance,  but  this  was  soon  explained  by 
the  fact  that  his  present  shorthand  writer  was  about 
leaving  him  for  Minneapolis. 

In  a  few  moments  I  had  succeeded  in  establishing 
my  ind^ntity  to  a  certain  extent,  and  was  forthwith 
received  in  a  very  friendly  spirit.  He  informed  me  that 
the  man  at  present  in  his  office  was  leaving  him  in  a 
few  days,  and  that  if  I  was  capable  o.'  filling  his  posi- 
tion he  would  gladly  give  me  a  trial  on  the  follow- 
ing day.  Needless  to  say  this  proposition  was  duly 
and  warndy  accepted  with  thanks. 

I  put  in  an  appearance  the  following  day,  when  I 
was  assigned  some  work  in  his  office,  and  was  that 
evening  told  I  might  consider  myself  engaged,  if  I  so 
desired. 

And  now  followed  a  period  of  three  months,  ^uring 
which  time  I  filled  the  role  of  a  lawyer's  clerk  in  a 
small  town,  and  thus  succeeded  in  adding  another 
phase  to  an  already  somewhat  varied  experience  since 
the  day  I  left  Toronto.  Of  these  three  months,  how- 
ever, there  is  but  little  of  interest  to  relate.  I  located 
myself  in  a  small  hotel,  owned  and  run  by  a  French 
woman  and  her  daughter,  where  I  occupied  a  very 
small,  cramped-up  little  room.  My  actual  work  was 
light,  and  the  greater  portion  of  my  time  was  occupied 
in  delving  into  miscellaneous  books  of  law.  My  employ- 
er was  the  State  attorney  for  the  county,  and  one  of 
the  big  and  influential  men  of  the  town,  and  a  gentle- 
man in  every  sense  of  the  word.     His  law  practice 
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was  an  extensive  one  for  a  man  in  so  small  a  place  as 
Pembina,  and  I  ;j;'ained  not  a  few  points  on  law  as 
practised  in  Xortliern  Dakota  dui'in^  my  stay  here. 
Tlio  common  forms  of  redress  are  very  sim})le,  and  a 
iiian  who  lias  no  litio-ation  on  his  hands  in  this  conn- 
try  is  of  little  importance  in  public  estimation.  Con- 
sefpiently,  my  employer's  practice  was  of  no  small 
value.  He  was  well  and  extensively  known  throu<»-h- 
out  the  whole  State,  and  I  have  since  heard  has  been 
appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Of  the  prominent,  or,  rather.  uni(|Ue  characters  of 
the  town,  I  Qxm  recall  one  or  two  who  lived  at  the 
same  hotel  with  me. 

An  erstwdiile  sheriff  of  the  Province  of  Manitoha 
had  some  years  since,  \\\)0\\  ]osin<4'  his  othce,  shaken 
the  dust  of  Camidian  soil  from  off  his  feet,  and  located 
in  Pend)ina,  wdiere  he  had  remaine<l  ever  since.  Hav- 
ing been  a  man  of  soiik^  little  importance  in  his  day, 
as  a  result  of  a  friendship  of  loiio-  standine-  between 
himself  and  the  late  Sir  .John  A.  Macdonald,  he  had 
not  been  in  Pembina  a  o-rcat  while  before  his  altered 
circumstances  ai'oused  a  kindly  interest  in  the  old  fel- 
low, an<l  he  was  created  a  judo-c  of  the  Probate  Court. 
The  die-iiity  and  honor  thus  thrust  upon  tlu'  old  man, 
instead  of  creatino-  n  spirit  of  thank  fulness  on  his 
part  towai'ds  his  benefactors,  had  the  etleet  of  imbuine' 
him  with  an  erroneous  sense  of  his  own  importance, 
and  makino-  him  a  most  i^arrnlous  and  crotchety  old 
codger.  One  who  had  been  so  soon  singled  out  among' 
his  fellows  in  a  strange  land,  and  elevated  to  a  position 
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of  public  importance  and  respoiisiljility,  was  one  who  of 
necessity  should  liaveluslittle  ways  about  him, evidently 
thought  the  judfi^e.    He  was  not  satisfied  with  having"  it 
perfectly  understood    that  tlic  Pi'ol)ate  Court  had  for 
its  Judge    no    less  a  personaoe  tluin  liimself,  but  he 
wouhl  fain  liave  had  it  understood  also  that  the  Pro- 
bate .Judge  of  Pembina  County  was  an  oM  gentleman 
l)eside  wliom  tlie  (Governor  of  tlu;  State  was  altogether 
of  secondary  imj)ortance.    The  consecjuence  fjf  this  was 
that  the  Judge  in  time  Ix'came  a  very  objectionable 
character  in    ])nblic  estimation,  and    the    party  with 
which  he  luid  become  allicrl  took  the  fii'st  opportunity 
of  (juietly  but  veiy  ('^''ctively  ousting  the  old  man  from 
office  and  leaving  him  entirely  upon  his  own  bottom. 
The  .lu(lo<»   was  a  man  who  had  crossed  the  seven- 
tieth  milestone  in  life.     In  pei'sonai  appearance  he  was 
as    straight    as  a   ramrod,  with  long,   ilowing   white 
beard,  and  a   paii-  of  ej^es  that  shone  out  through  his 
gold-rimmed  spectacles  like  balls  of  tire.     He  had  long 
since   abnndoned  that  fastidious  habit  of  wearing  col- 
lars or  neckties,  and  since  his  retirement  from  office 
his  clothes  connuence<l  to  show  umnistakable  signs  of 
decay.     In  temperament  the  old  man  was  of  a  decidedly 
aggressive    turn,    and    in   debate    it    was    absolutely 
necessary    to     acknowledge    the   Judge   your   master 
unless  you  wished  to  run  the  risk  of  having  his  cane 
la'ought  dov  n  with  a  crash   upon   youi-  head.     The 
Judge  was  not  a  man  who  would  sit  (piietly  about  in 
the  bar  room  of  the  hotel  and  listen  to  any  pessimistic 
discourse  without  letting  you  know  that  he  was  there^ 
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and  without  attempting  by  a  master  stroke  to  sweed 
aside  all  erroneous  ideas,  and  put  every  body  right. 

Nothing  pleased  him  better  than  to  sit  at  the  head 
of  his  table  in  the  dining  room  of  the  little  hotel,  and 
hold  forth  upon  any  given  subject  in  such  a  manner 
that  all  might  hear  and  see  him.  If  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed uninterrupted  in  these  expatiations,  the  Judge 
would  soon  wax  grandly  eloijuent,  and  if,  as  was  too 
often  the  case,  he  had  been  out  "  seeing  his  fi'iends 
about  town"  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could  be  re- 
strained from  mounting  the  table  outright. 

The  Judge  had  for  his  great  croney  the  "  Major," 
an  ideal  old  Yankee  in  talk  and  appearance,  who  had 
some  years  since  retired  from  active  life  as  a  market 
gardener,  and  was  now  finishing  his  days  ([uietly  by 
the  fireside,  on  the  strength  of  a  well-earned  compe- 
tence which  he  had  succeeded  in  putting  together  in 
his  latter  days  of  toil.  The  Major  and  the  "  Jedge  " 
liked  nothing  better  than  to  get  a  St.  Paul  paper  each, 
and  sitting  beside  the  fire  on  cold  days,  <liscuss  prob- 
lems of  state  and  national  interest  with  all-absorbing 
attention. 

"  Jedge,'  the  Major  might  be  heard  to  remark,  look- 
ing up  from  his  paper  at  the  latter,  "  Now,  what's  yer 
honest  opinion  about  this  'ere  Grand  Forks  Conven- 
tion i     Be  you  going  down  :' " 

Whereupon  the  Judge  would  branch  oft'  in  a  most 
elo  juent  style  about  the  Grand  Forks  Convention,  and 
conventions  in  general,  to  the  tui  e  of  "jest  so  Jedge^ 
jest  GO,"  from  the  Major,  who  would  intently  take  in 
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(^very  woi'd  wliicli  would  dro])  from  tlic  .rud(r(,.',s  lips. 
Thoir  vifws  occjisioiiMlly  cIjisIumI,  lio\V('\n\  wIkmi,  oI*  tlif 
two  it  was  ol'teii  ditHcnlt  to  decide  wlio  was  the  victor- 
I'heii'  discussions  soiiii'timcs  led  to  a  little  e\cluui'>\!  of 
personal  coiu]»liuieiits  too,  when  tlie  (piiet  ])ersistencv 
of  the  Major,  and  t1ie  terrihle  wrath  of  the  Judo-o  was 
soniethino'  too  rich  for  anything- :  The  landlady  was 
the  only  one  who  could  in  a  nieasui'e  i-estoj-e  peac<'  at 
such  times,  when  it  often  ])ecanie  necessary  foi-  hei'  to 
remind  the  dudoe  hefore  all  present  that  he  was  an 
'■  ould  I'ascal,  and  hadn't  paid  lies  hoard  foi*  ti'ee  mons 
back."  This  ^-enerally  had  the  desii'cd  <"trect  on  one  so 
sensitive  as  the  dudge,  and  with  fii-e  in  his  eyes  he 
would  strut  oil"  and  leaxe  the  tiidd  in  ]iossession  of  the 
Major,  who  mieiit  he  heard  to  reniark,  "  l  guess  the 
Jedge  is  dead  beat  this  time,  sure."'  After  these  exhi- 
bitions they  would  seMom  s])eak  for  the  I'emaindei'  of 
the  da}^  but  the  sun  was  ne\-ei-  known  to  have  o()U(! 
down  on  their  wrath. 

A  fi'equent  visitor  to  niy  employer's  otlice  was  a  cer- 
tain Methodist  minister.  In  vain  T  often  tried  to  ac- 
count for  tlu^  deep  interest  he  manifested  at  all  times 
regarding  the  practice  of  law,  until  one  day  I  was 
thunderstruck  to  heai-  him  heave  a  o'reat  sio-h  and 
deliver  himself  thus  :  "  Danni  it  all  I'm  o-etl'n'  sick  of 
preachin'  to  the  wooden  heads  in  this  town.  Thei'e 
ain't  no  money  in  it,  and  there  ain't  no  thanks.  Why, 
I  can't  get  credit  from  my  head  j^usherand  boss  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  a  cord  of  wood  even.  I've  Just 
about  made  u])  my  mind  that  I  made  a  serious  miscal- 
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cnlation  when  I  studied  for  tlu'  lioly  ministry,  and  so 
I'm  o-oiiV  t()  quit.  Law's  tlic  tiling  forme,  and  law  it's 
o'oiii'  to  be."'  He  Iiorro\vr(]  a  few  books  and  forthwith 
entered  upon  his  studies  of  law,  hut  with  wliat  success 
I  liavt'  iK'Vt'r  learned. 

StraimT  to  sav,  Northern  J )akota,  well-known  as  one 
of   the  liardest   states  on  tlie  frontier,  is  an   out-and- 
out  ])rohibition  state.     How  such   a  measure  w^as  ever 
successful!}'  carried   hy  public   sentiment   is  a   stand- 
ill^•   marvel,  but    the   fact   remains   nevertheless.     By 
this,   lioweNer,   it   is   not    for   one  moment  to  be   sup- 
posed that  the  law  is  li\('d  up  to,  beyond  the  fact  that 
it  does  not  countenance  the  issue  of  sale  of  licenses  for 
the  disposal  of  litpior.      Fn  other  respects  it  can  hardly 
be  termed   a  very  j^'lowing  success.     There  were  oc- 
casional cases  in  Peml)ina  where   a  man  would  be  ob- 
liged to  shut  down  his  "  blind  pig,"  as  they  a^e  called 
and   cross   the  border  for  a  time,  but  it  was  ^'enerally 
the  result  of  some  robbei'v  or  case  of  assault  havino* 
l»een   ])erpetrated   upon  his  premises  rather  than  the 
mere    fact   of  his  havini;-  sold  li(pior.     This   state    of 
affairs  exists  to  a  much  greater  extent,  however,  along 
the    frontier   than    farther  south,  for  a    few    moments' 
warning  is  sutHcieiit  to  give  a   man  ample  opportunitv 
of    making  himself  scarce  by  crossing   the   line    into 
Canada.     In  the  interior  of  the  state  greater  caution  is 
exercised,  an<l  "  blind  pigs  "  are  not(piite  so  numerous. 
The  city  of  Grand  Forks,  some  sixty  miles  south  of 
Pembina,  is    commonlv  known  to   be  in  the  State  of 
North  IJa-kota.     The  Red   River  divides  the  States  of 
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North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  at  tins  point,  and  since 
the  advent  of  Proliibition,  tlie  population  ot*  the  city 
has  become  considerably  augmented  ])y  the  addition  of 
"  East  Grand  Forks,"  a  settlement  on  the  Minnesota 
side  of  the  river  which  boasts  of  saloons  and  liquor 
shops  to  the  number  of  forty  within  a  radius  of  half  a 
mile.  So  much  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of  Pro- 
hibition. A  thirsty  man  needs  but  to  walk  across  the 
l)ridge  to  forget  (be  he  particularly  thirsty)  that  such 
an  institution  is  extant. 

While  in  Pend>ina  I  was  my«elf  honored  on  several 
occasions  with  most  tempting  offers  to  abandon  the  law, 
and  cast  in  my  lot  with  the  proprietor  of  a  "  blind  pig. " 
Preferring  to  let  well  enough  alone,  however,  I  gave 
the  business  a  wdde  berth.  Needless  to  say,  the  (juality 
of  liquor  sold  in  many  of  these  places  was  of  the  vilest 
description,  not  to  say  the  rankest  poison.  Alcohol  and 
burnt  sugar  was  a  connnon  substitute,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  this,  I  have  seen  men  drink  Pain  Killer,  Flo- 
rida water,  and  other  strange  decoctions. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  brief  record  of  the  time  I 
spent  in  Northern  Dakota  without  mentioning  the  fact 
that  during  my  stay  in  Pembina  I  witnessed  one  of 
the  worst  blizzards  with  which  the  country  had  been 
visited  for  years,  and  one  in  whose  trail  the  loss  of  not 
a  few  lives  followed.  A  strange  spectacle  was  ])resent- 
ed  on  the  streets  of  Pembina  when  it  finally  subsided, 
which  was  only  after  two  days  of  continual  howling 
of  the  most  terrific  blasts,  during  which  time  the  air 
was  full  of  snow  and  ice.     Some  parts  of  the  ground, 
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after  the  storm,  wore  laid  })erfectly  liare,  while  drifts 
of  snow  and  ice  in  others  were  mountains  liigli.  I  re- 
meml)er  with  what  spell-l»onnd  wonder  I  behehl  a  drift 
in  front  of  our  office,  a  two-story  structure,  which  was 
completely  Inn-ied  out  of  sight.  It  was  the  largest 
one  in  town,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  it  was 

said  of  Mr.  K ,  that  lie  had  been  "  snowed  under." 

While  at  work  one  afternoon  in  the  offi.ce,  I  was  not 
a  little  surprised  upon  receiving  a  telegram  fioiiv  Win- 
nipeg, requesting  my  presence  thoic  at  once.  After 
bidding  my  friends  good-bye,  I  took  my  departure  the 
following  morning,  in  a  good  deal  better  shape,  I  am 
glad  to  record,  than  when  I  first  landed  in  the  town. 
The  message  subsequently  turned  out  to  be  a  summons 
for  my  return  to  Toronto,  which  I  answered  l)y  tak- 
ing the  next  train. 


